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We had our first camp here in Magog in 1977, twenty-seven
years ago! So it brings back a lot of memories when we return
here, look around, and remember the amazing things that God has
done during these past 27 years. Indeed, the people who were here
have spread to five continents all around the world, where churches
have grown up, and many people have come to God during this time.



I'm also very happy to hear that tomorrow, there will be at least four
people receiving baptism and coming into God’s family! This is the
ministry of the church. Magog brings many memories. When we
come out of the concrete jungle or wherever you live in, the beauty
of this place somehow draws our hearts to God, doesn’tit? When you
come to a place like this for a short time, you are closer to God’s
creation. Perhaps this is another reason why this has been a place
God has used to bless us each one.

Not a “crowd-pleasing” preacher

For those who don’t know me that well, let me say that my messages
are not what we call, “crowd-pleasing.” [ have never been a crowd
pleaser. Many at the conferences I was invited to speak at, soon
discovered that [ never sugar-coat my messages to make it easy for
anyone to swallow. So I am not a “popular” preacher in that sense of
the word. And you will soon discover as we go along, that as the
Scripture says, the Word of God is a two-edged sword, and a sword
is not for playing games. A sword pierces into the heart, as Scripture
says, and reveals a person’s innermost thoughts. That can either
bring life or heal, just like when an operating knife removes a tumor
or whatever it is, or it will kill your old life. And if you want to cling
to that old life, you don’t want to hear my message. Many people who
have heard my messages have said, “Wow! That message was hard
to swallow!”

[ still remember a professor of physics at one of the universities in
Taiwan, and both he and his wife were in our church. His wife came
to church first, and was our church pianist, but she was also a
professor of chemistry. So one day, he decided that he would tag
along to see what church she went to. When he heard the message,
he was absolutely shattered although he has been a church elder. He
told me later on, “The first time [ heard your preaching, I was so
pierced by that sword. I couldn’t think of anything wrong with the
message, but I couldn’t swallow it. 'm not only a Christian but also a
Christian leader. [ had enough! I was not about to be cut apart by that
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Word every Sunday. I determined I would never, never come back
to this church again!”

The next Sunday came by, and he was thinking which church to go
to, and he felt God convicting him and saying, “Return to that
church.” And he said, “No, God, thank you very much. Once is enough
for me.” So the voice of the Spirit said to him, “You want to run away
from the truth. You have heard a comfortable gospel and you liked
that, but you can’t swallow this one. Is it because it’s unscriptural?”
He said, “No, it's not unscriptural.” And the Spirit said, “Then why are
you running away?” So he said, “Okay, I'll go back just one more
time.” He came back and the same thing happened to him. He just
felt the Word of God slicing into him. He kept saying, “Look, I am an
elder of a church. This Word is doing something to me that I don’t
seem to like very much.”

To cut the long story short, he came to church every Sunday after
that, and it changed him. So when he went back to Taiwan to teach
at a university, he wrote to invite me to go to Taiwan to preach to his
students in the science faculty. I did, and we built up a wonderful
friendship in Christ.

[ only want to remind you that [ am not a popular preacher because
no one who wields the sword of the Spirit is likely to be popular.
Look at how popular Jesus was. He ended up on the cross! And I am
not too far from ending up on the cross. Once or twice, I think if
people had a chance, they would have crucified me. But in this
civilized world, you are not supposed to crucify people, so you do
your best to tear them apart with slandering. Kill them with words
since you cannot actually kill them. And [ have had my share of that,
too.



North America does not have the pre-conditions for
having spiritual vision

Now the camp theme is about vision. As I pondered on this theme, |
really wondered how I am going to preach this kind of subject here.
To be very honest with you, I don’t want to preach in North America
or in the first-world countries anymore, if possible. It's quite
impossible to talk about “vision” in any meaningful sense in this part
of the world, because there is no such thing as vision in the Biblical
sense of that word. I cannot preach about vision because in most
cases, the pre-conditions for having vision don’t exist here anymore.
Do you have those pre-conditions? I don’t think so. There are
exceptions, and I pray that you may be one of those exceptions - the
very small minority of people who can hear the Word and catch the
vision. Most people’s spiritual eyelids are very heavy and need
matchsticks to prop up! When your spiritual eyelids are drooping,
your physical ones are likely to do the same. The pre-conditions
don’t exist. Do you see how offensive my preaching is? I think you
are beginning to understand.

We live in comfort and ease in North America. We live in an
environment that caters to us in the way that we want it to cater to
us. This is heaven on earth! You don’t need heaven above when you
have it on earth. What vision of heaven do you need that you don’t
already have? If you are sick in Canada, Medicare takes care of
everything. You have nothing to worry about. If you are sick in China,
you don’t know what you are going to do. Medication could cost
$20,000 when your income is $400 a month. You die because you
cannot pay for the treatment you need. However, there are no
worries here. If I need an eye test, my doctor writes me a referral to
go to the eye specialist, and the best eye specialist gives me an eye
examination and a diagnosis, and tells me what to do. Or if you have
a discomfort, you go to another specialist. I have seen four different
specialists in the last year. The doctor simply says, “Go to the
specialist with this reference letter.” It's impossible to do that
elsewhere. You might get what you need in the U. S. if you pay
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enough insurance, but you don’t even have to pay that in Canada.
That’s just marvelous! When you are old, you retire with benefits
from Old Age Security. And there are Chinese immigrants who came
over from China, who have never worked a day in Canada, never
paid one cent of tax, and they are living on old age benefits. This
country is just so marvelously generous! No wonder everyone wants
to migrate here. This is heaven on earth! You can’t get it better than
that. You don’t need God when the state provides everything for you.
What vision of God do you need?

Certainly, you feel somewhat anxious about the day when this life
comes to an end, when your Old Age Pension benefits and Medicare
come to an end, then what will you do, and where will you go?
Perhaps that causes you a bit of concern, therefore, you control the
mix of only a small dose of religion into your life. You imagine that
you can have everything this way, because you have both the world
and God. Who needs vision? What is this camp theme about? Kindle
what vision? Do you really think that after we have lived in comfort
and ease, we will hopefully qualify for heaven with some minor
costs, such as dropping one or two dollars in the offering box? You
imagine that giving God some money should open the door to
heaven. If that’s not good enough, serve a little in church namely,
visitation, singing in the choir, which is also enjoyable. And this is
“Christianity”!

Let me tell you this: I did not throw away a life-time in which I could
have climbed the ladder of this world as high as anyone else could,
to preach this kind of gospel! If that is all there is to it, [ have wasted
my life. And all our few hundreds of co-workers, who have left their
professions—engineering, law, computer science, whatever their
specialty—to preach the gospel and establish churches around the
world, are simply crazy! Why did they do this? Why don’t they just
build a social state, a heaven on earth wherever they go?



Pre-requisites for having a vision of God

1. Be baptized: Be determined to do God’s will whatever it
costs

[ will base today’s message basically on Matthew 3:13-4:17. First,
this passage begins with the baptism of Jesus. The spiritual life
begins with baptism. If you don’t begin at baptism, you don’t begin
at all. Baptism is the first step for anyone, and Jesus is no exception.
Therefore, at the baptism of Jesus, John the Baptist said to Jesus, “You
shouldn’t be coming to me to be baptized. I should be baptized by
you.” The first recorded words of Jesus that we have when he began
his ministry are: “Let it be so now.” That is, “You baptize me because
it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” What does
“fulfill all righteousness” mean? In simple language, Jesus was saying
to John the Baptist, “The question is not that I am superior to you,
but let us do God’s will so that we fulfill all righteousness.”

Now this is the key of my messages for these two days. The key to
spiritual vision, the Kkey to spiritual life is doing the will of God.
Doing God’s will fulfills all righteousness; not fulfilling his wishes is
not doing the right thing. Will you sail into heaven if you have a nice
life on earth? Forget it! It doesn’t work like that. No one gets into the
kingdom of God except on this one condition that is fulfilled in Jesus’
baptism: Be baptized because it is God’s will. It doesn’t matter that
you don’t understand why he should be baptized. I don’t know. But
itis God’s will. That is enough for us to know.

[ remember a fellow student at the Bible institute where we were
training. He was a German brother who had been working in a bank.
He came to me one day and said, “Eric, I've been a Christian for a
long, long time, but I've never been baptized. I don’t know why I
should be baptized.”

[ said to him, “Well, I'm not about to explain baptism to you, but let
me ask you, is baptism ordained by God?”
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He said, “Yes.”

And I asked, “Is baptism something in accordance with the will of
God?”

He said, “Yes.”

So I asked, “If you want to do God’s will, what other reason do you
need to get baptized? Do you want to do his will?”

He said, “Yes. That's why I'm in the Bible institute.”

[ said, “But you haven’t even got baptized. You haven’t obeyed God
at the very point where the Christian life should have begun.”

So he said, “Okay, I will be baptized.”

So he did. He’s a very fine brother. He served as an OMF missionary
for many years and later, he took the exams and became a pastor of
a German state church. This fine brother knew the secret: The
Christian life is about wholeheartedly, joyfully doing God’s will.

You may not know what all his will is, but you know the first thing
Jesus did in order to do God’s will. He was baptized, and this is how
Jesus begins to “fulfill all righteousness.” Do you want to do that?
Unless first and foremost there is the pre-condition, the willingness to
do God’s will whatever it costs, there’s no sense in talking about
vision.

Here is someone in a Bible institute. He has been a Christian for years
and years, and then all of a sudden, he says, “I want to get baptized.”
And everyone looks at him and says, “You're in a Bible college, and
you want to get baptized now?” It’s silly! You'd best not even
mention that you have never been baptized. Just sneak along. Are
you going to get baptized with those young Christians when you are
in full-time ministry? He said, “I will get baptized, never mind the
disgrace, because that’s the will of God.



2. Overcome temptations that block doing God’s will

Our passage runs on to the temptation in Chapter 4:1-11. Bear in
mind that originally, years ago, there were no chapter divisions in
the Bible. If you are not aware of that, you are going to be stuck with
chapter divisions. Chapter divisions are very useful when you want
to find a passage in the Bible, but it often breaks the continuity.
There is actually no break between Jesus’ baptism and the
temptation; immediately after his baptism comes the temptation.

The second point is this: the moment you want to do God’s will, as
Jesus does, temptation comes straight away trying to stop you in the
tracks. And I have seen so many people stopped in the tracks the
moment they said rather hesitatingly, “Yes, I think I will do God’s
will.”

And Satan comes in like a flood and says, “Really?”

And you say, “Okay, I give up! It was just a passing thought. Excuse
me, [ was a bit rash. It's because other people were giving me
problems, and [ was giving myself problems.”

So Satan says, “Okay” and smiles.

If you stand on your ground and say, “I will do God’s will!” Satan will
come in and he will work on you, tempting you and trying to turn
you off course a little bit. As the Chinese saying goes, “If you turn just
one degree in one direction, you will miss the other end by a
thousand miles.” [Z2Z Z i, ¥ T 5] So Satan just has to turn
you a little bit, and you will miss the mark. I have seen how many
times the temptations have happened.

When [ was preaching at an evangelistic campaign in Wales, there
was this lovely Welsh brother. When I looked at him, I loved him,
rather like the Lord Jesus looking at the rich young ruler. He said to
me, “I want to serve the Lord.”



[ said, “Really?” Oh, I was so happy because he wants to serve the
Lord!

He said, “Where should I go?”
[ said, “There are various Bible colleges.”
And he said, “What about applying to the one you go to?”

[ said, “Fine. You are very welcome to come!” [ had just finished my
firstyear in Bible college, and was going on to the second year at that
time.

So he got the application form and filled it. He was going to serve the
Lord! And do you know what? It’s amazing! As he was walking down
the road approaching the letterbox, who suddenly appeared before
him? The pastor of his church!

And the pastor asked, “Where are you going?”

He said, “Oh, I'm just mailing my application form to the Bible
college.”

The pastor asked, “What? Are you crazy? What are you applying to a
Bible college for?”

He was stunned. Is this his pastor talking?

My dear friends, not all pastors are servants of God, and this poor
young man did not know the difference. This pastor was known to
be someone who was called “a liberal” in those days, someone who
did not believe anything. For him, being a pastor was a livelihood. He
likes to be a pastor, just like you want to be a lawyer, or another
person wants to be an engineer. Some people love their jobs.

After Bible college, I trained at the university with people who were
training for the pastorate in the Church of England. I asked them,
“Why are you studying theology?” They said, “Because we like the
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job.” The job? I thought, “This is incredible!” Why? It’s because when
you become a vicar—a pastor in the state church in England—you
have a very secure job, and it doesn’t matter even if a vicar doesn’t
have anyone in his church! In fact, it's even better because you will
have no pastoral work to do, and you will still be paid. So the fewer
people the better.

Many people know a two-volume book by Dr. Alfred Edersheim -
Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, a very solid and massive work.
He could write that book while he was vicar in the Church of England
because he had no one in his small church, so he could spend all his
time writing manuscripts. [ thought, that’s wonderful! Perhaps I
should have become a vicar in the Church of England after finishing
theology, then I could spend all my time writing books just as he did.
He became famous because his works are very good, and he did love
God.

This pastor of my Welsh friend who wants to go to Bible school, is
what you call a “professional pastor,” he is not in the church because
he cares about people’s souls.

Once, I met a lady I knew walking on the street, and I talked to her.
When she saw her pastor come by, she greeted him. But her pastor
looked at her and turned away, and [ was astonished! I said, “Is that
your pastor?”

She said, “Yes.”
I said, “Why doesn’t he recognize you?”
She said, “He doesn’t talk to anybody.”

If you thought that he must have a thousand people in his church,
you are quite wrong. He had 70 or 80 people in his church, but he
doesn’t even know who are the members of his church! Can you
believe that? Yes, that’s the truth of the matter.
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Returning to my friend who was going to put his Bible college
application into the letterbox, his pastor told him, “Don’t be silly! Just
get on with your life. Who needs to go to Bible college?” So he took
his application home and never applied again. Later, some people
who were still in contact with him told me that his health went to
pieces, and he had mental problems. [ don’t know why because I lost
contact with him.

The point is the moment you want to do God’s will, Satan will step in
to tempt you. Do you think that Satan is an airy fairy notion? As long
as you don’t do God’s will, Satan is very happy if you don’t believe in
him. But the moment you do God’s will, believe me, you are going to
know his powers of temptation. He is not just there to frighten you,
he will offer you the best the world can give, as we will see in a
moment.

['ve been offered many things. Why be in the pastorate? With your
ability, experience, and talents, you could be high up working
anywhere The sKy is the limit! Can you say no? [ wouldn’t be honest
with you if I said it was easy to say no. Temptation is the second
thing.

3. Repent: Turn from human values to God’s values

The third thing that we notice is Jesus’ proclamation of God'’s
kingdom in Matthew 4:17, “Repent, for the kingdom of God is near.”
Now “repent” is a very religious term, isn’t it? Let’s forget about
religious terms. I am not interested in religion, and I hope you aren’t
either. People are always surprised to hear me say I'm not interested
in religion when I am a pastor. Religion is not my cup of tea. I am
interested in God, in truth, not religion. Religion is full of man-made
traditions, ideas, teachings. Let's just stay with God, and don’t get
yourself into religion. That’s the important thing you will need to
understand. We follow Jesus to trust in God. We have no use for
religion.
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What is the non-religious meaning of “repent”? Some words have
been taken over by religion and have become clichés that we use, but
we hardly know what we are talking about. “Repent” means more
than feeling sorry for having sinned; it means turning around
completely. The Greek word is metanoia, the change of mind.
Repentance revolutionizes your thinking. And there is no revolution
under the sun that man has ever devised that is as radical as the
teaching of Jesus. Do you want to change man? It will take a lot more
than the revolution of thought that the Communists talk about.
Repentance is turning completely away from human values to God’s
values, which is impossible to man.

That is why all human ideologies have collapsed. However, the
gospel has gone on from strength to strength for 2,000 years,
although it is radical in the extreme. No human revolution could get
even close to Jesus’ radical teaching which causes discomfort. But
the Church has spent a lot of time and effort to make it less and less
and less radical, that it has taken the sword out of the hand. There’s
nothing left. I don’t want to preach this kind of Christianity. I would
have done something more useful with my life. [ am a revolutionary,
and Jesus is the kind of revolutionary that [ am only managing to
catch up with. No one who has been in touch with God in Jesus’ life
and teaching has ever been the same again. He becomes a totally
changed person.

[ have the testimony from my own father’s mouth after he had not
seen me for years. I was a non-Christian when we parted, and when
he saw me again, [ was a Christian, and I had changed so completely
that he did not know what had happened to me. I wasn’t even aware
of it myself. The revolution took place within and I was changed. |
spent a few days with him, and he noticed that his son had become a
different kind of person.

Why does Jesus preach about repentance? Why do we need to turn
completely around? It is because of God’s kingdom. We will be
studying that a little bit more fully tomorrow, because that is the
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essence of the vision. What is the kingdom? What does it achieve?
Where is it going? And what will be the final outcome of this scenario
at the end of the days? The kingdom of God is the central element of
the New Testament. If you don’t understand the kingdom, you have
understood nothing about Christianity. If you understand the
kingdom, you will understand what the true teaching is according to
the Scripture. It is too radical, too powerful for Western Christianity.
They can’t cope with it.

4. Respond to become a disciple

After the proclamation of the kingdom, that is, the preaching of the
sovereignty of God, there comes the calling of the disciples. In other
words, God needs to involve us in that project, and that’s where vision
comes in. If that vision can be passed to us, we will follow him. If the
vision cannot be passed to us, we are stuck in the mud where we
were. When the first disciples caught the vision, the world went
aflame as you know, and 2,000 years on, the gospel keeps on moving.
There are live parts of the Church that continue the work. That is the
exciting thing, and that is why I am still in this work.

5. Follow God’s will and experience his power

Fifthly, the power of the kingdom goes into action in the world when
the disciples follow, which is marvelous to behold! How do you know
that we are not talking pure ideology? How do you know that God’s
kingdom is real? It’s because God’s power will show it to you. All of us
who have walked in the will of God have experienced that power of
the kingdom of God. The sick are healed, the dead are raised, demons
are cast out, all kinds of miracles start happening.

[ myself have been involved in healing the sick and casting out
demons, things that are impossible according to modern science.
Tumors don’t vanish into thin air when you pray, but that happened
exactly on at least two occasions when I prayed. The tumors just
vanished when x-rays have certified that the tumors were there.
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Now I've said more than once that I don’t claim to be a faith healer,
but when God wants me to do something, I do it, and the power of
God has never failed. If, however, all you want to see are signs and
wonders, then forget it. God is not there to entertain people. He
works only when there is a need, and when compassion calls for it.
The reason I prayed for those people suffering intense pain from
these cancerous growths was because I couldn’t bear to see their
pain. A woman had a big tumor in her womb, and I asked, “God,
would you have mercy?” After the prayer, God responded, the pain
was gone, and when she went for the operation the following week,
the doctors couldn’t find the tumor!

6. Live the life quality that God stipulates

The sixth point is the powerful teaching of Jesus about what kind of
people is in the kingdom in Matthew chapters 5 to 7. Jesus tells us
what is the life quality that God expects of those who are committed
to do his will. It is very concrete, not airy fairy stuff where you don’t
know what you are supposed to do. If you live by that, you will see
what will happen. Chapter 8 to the end of Matthew Chapter 28 tell
you the implementation of the kingdom. So you have a whole lesson
on the Gospel of Matthew in less than half an hour!

I spoke about the pre-conditions because you must fulfill these
requirements in order to have the vision of the kingdom of God. We
will talk about the kingdom tomorrow. I'm sorry to say it wouldn’t
be of much interest to those of you who don’t meet, or don’t have the
intention to meet those pre-conditions. That vision is not for you.

Hindrances that block out vision

1. Materialism

We will return to the part about temptation, and [ would like you to
notice three things about how Satan tempted Jesus. That will tell you
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the way in which Satan gets to work against us. [ have seen through
my rather long ministry by now, how person after person has fallen
because they were no match for Satan’s skill and cunning, and
because within their hearts there was a readiness to respond to
Satan’s temptations.

You all know the first temptation. What was it? Satan tempted Jesus
saying, “You are hungry now after 40 days of fasting, your stomach
is growling away. You need to eat something.” 40 days! This is no
kidding! Has anybody here fasted for 40 days? I don’t think so. I
know one dear brother who fasted for 20 days, and I myself have
gone close to that, but with drinking. We are not told whether Jesus
drank or not, but fasting is normally understood as not eating solid
food. I could not carry on with my ministry if I fasted for 20 days
without drinking. [ took grape juice and fruit juice for 20 days, and I
actually felt very well and strong at the end of this period. But don’t
think I would have survived on pure water. [ know a brother who
fasted for more than 20 days on pure water alone, but he is much
stronger than me. For Jesus, it was 40 days and he was very hungry.
There was Satan’s chance: “You have the power to get food for
yourself because you are the Son of God, right? Now look at the
stone, speak to it and you can turn it into bread and you’ve got your
food.”

Jesus said, “No, I will not.” And he goes on to say, “Man does not live
by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God”
(Mt. 4:4). What does that mean? What comes from the mouth of God?
It is his will. His Word reveals his will, and we live only and always
by his will. Now if God said, “Turn that stone into bread,” Jesus will
do it, but not before then. But God did not say to Jesus, “You can turn
that stone into bread,” so Jesus didn’t do it. The will of God is always
the necessary pre-requisite for vision. His commitment to do the will
of the Father was being tested. He was so hungry, and he had the
power. He could have acted without the Father’s authority, but he
said, “I never do anything but what the Father wants me to do.”
That's the way he lived all through his ministry on earth.
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Do we live like that? No. That's why you have no vision. The ideal is
to use our gifts and powers in any way. Do you like to argue? Do you
like to think? So what do you do? You use your gifts and become a
lawyer. If you like mathematics or crafting things, you become an
engineer. Do you like to study about health and diseases? You
become a doctor. We use our gifts any way we please, but did anyone
ask God, “You gave me all these gifts, do you want me to study this?
Do you want me to do that?” No, we just decide what we are going to
do, right? After all, it’s up to us. Oh really? We live by every word that
comes out of the mouth of God. Does God have nothing to say to you?
Perhaps you are not listening. When I listen, I hear, but not if I am
not listening. We have to listen.

The need for bread is the essence of materialism. [ said the great
problem about the first-world countries is that we are full of good
things, full of materialism. Why do people emigrate from China to
Canada? You know why. You can soon buy yourself a house and a
car. All the good things in life are available here. For most people, it
takes them much less time to earn and buy all these than it would
back in China. This is the materialistic paradise! According to a
United Nations survey, Canada has stood as the number one place to
live in the world for many, many years. Did you know that? You are
living in paradise in the world here. And I am trying to preach to you
about the kingdom of God? I am simply wasting my time! Satan
doesn’t have to do much tempting, does he? It’s all laid out in front
of you. As I said, if you are sick, you have Medicare. If you're old, you
have Old Age Pension.

Let me put this in one sentence: the more you have of the world,
the more the world has of you. Do you understand that principle?
This is not theory but simple fact. The more you strive to get rich—
buying two houses, living in one for three months and then moving
to the other, or renting one out for additional income; and purchas-
ing two cars; having as many cars or houses as you desire—the more
you become intertwined with the world. And no one who is so
possessed by the world has any vision. He thinks it’s a waste of time to
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talk about vision. Do you see why I don’t wish to preach in first-world
countries?

If I take this message to China, they will just gobble up this Word! It’s
not enough even if you preach for three hours. In fact, they won'’t
even let a brother sit down to have lunch, because they didn’t want
him to stop preaching the Word of God. Can you believe that? You
wouldn’t even understand that, would you? No one is that crazy! But
here a pastor preaches for 20 minutes, and you are looking at your
watch and thinking, “Goodness! When is he going to stop? He’s
already been preaching all day!” The next time you look, 30 minutes
have gone by, but you think, “This is forever! He’s never going to get
off that platform!”

Materialism. The world. What is the world? In the Bible, the world is
simply a system in which Satan controls you without you knowing it.
That's the secret. He uses materialism and a number of other things
that we will come to, and you don’t even know that you are being
controlled. That's called “insidious.” Cancer is insidious. You may
have cancer working in your body right now, but you haven’t got a
clue. By the time it is discovered, it’s often a bit late because it works
insidiously, hiddenly. That’s how Satan works. He doesn’t come to
you in the limelight - “Here is Mr. Satan!” No way! You don’t even
see him. He doesn’t want you to know that he exists. Then he works
quietly. It’s dreadful, isn’t it? The world is insidious.

The world is a system of thought, government, society where Satan
gets you to believe that you are doing what you really want to do, and
that it is very good for you. Oh, he’s a great psychologist! Anyone who
studies psychology knows that. The way to get someone else to do
something you want, is to tell him how good it is for him. If you
haven’t done that, you can never be a CEO. You must not tell your
staff what you want them to do, but you tell them that it is in their
best interest to do it this way. Of course, you won'’t say, “It’s for me,”
you will say, “It’s for your own benefit.” And they will really go all
out to do it for you.
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Look at yourself, and see how much materialism is a factor in your
life. You can know it. How much do you earn per month? Not enough.
And then you get the next raise, and how much do you earn? Not
enough. The interesting thing about materialism is you can never be
satisfied. There’s no limit. If you have $100,000 in the bank, you
want $500,000. If you have $500,000, you want a million. You say,
“No, no. I'd be satisfied with $100,000.” That’s because you haven’t
got $100,000 yet. Wait until you have $100,000, you will say, “Only
$100,0007? I still have another 50 years to live. So I think I will need
$500,000. I'll be satisfied if [ have $500,000.” But you are kidding
yourself. Wait until you get to $500,000. I think you will say, “What?
My friend over there has $2 million. I'll be satisfied when I get $2
million.” And you won’t. That’s how it works - insidiously. You don’t
realize you are being pushed along by this hidden force of greed.
That’s all it is, but you call it “security.” “Security” sounds much nicer
than “greed,” doesn’t it? The word is “greed.” “Me greedy? Not at all!
But I need security.”

2. Religion — a corrupted Christianity

The second temptation is: religion. The world exploits everything
including religion. Religion is a tremendous power, and the world
knows that you can’t stand up against such a power. What do you
do? You assimilate it to your own purpose. You know that every
politician in North America is a Christian. Mr. Bush is a Baptist, while
the remaining two presidential candidates are Catholic and
Methodist respectively. They may be very genuine Christians, we
don’t know. In fact, [ heard in an interview that the two Democratic
candidates said that they are very sincere about their faith when
questioned by a commentator. Well, let no man question that. We
have no right to criticize or condemn, but it’s rather obvious that
unless you are a Christian, your chance of garnering votes from
Christians is very, very slim. We have to know that Christianity, as a
religious system, is very powerful in North America, in the United
States in particular, because the majority of people are Christians in

18



one sense or another, and they can put you in office if you get their
votes, or you don’t stand a chance if you don’t.

Matthew 4:5 says that Satan took Jesus to the highest point of the
temple, and suggested that maybe, he could display his power in
another way, because if Jesus did a miracle of turning stone into
bread in the wilderness, there is no one to witness it. But if he goes
to the temple crowded with people and falls from its highest point,
the pinnacle, that will create a stir. They will see someone sailing
down from above, and then what happens? Notice that Satan knows
the Bible better than most Christians, and he quotes a promise from
the Bible saying, “If you jump from the pinnacle of the temple, God
has promised to command his angels to protect you, so that you will
not even so much as hurt your foot on a stone.” Then the glory is
displayed!

Have you gone to a Christian bookstore? Have you seen books or
cards about the promises of God? That scares me no end. It reminds
me of Satan quoting promises. Please, never touch a book on
promises or a box of cards on promises, because the promises are
not for you unless you are totally committed to doing the will of God.
Even if that promise is for you, a general promise is not necessarily
applicable in a specific situation. You must first get God’s permission
to know if this promise—which is for his faithful people—would
apply to you in this situation. It may not.

If promises applied to anyone, they would apply to Jesus. He was the
one committed to doing the will of God. Satan is clever. He knew that
Jesus could use the promise because he was totally obedient.

You will have vision if you constantly commit to do God’s will

This means that every true Christian has to be in touch with God. That
is the difficult part. If God were not real, there would be no one to
tell you what his will is. Why am I so convinced that God is real? It’s
because I know God tells me what I need to do, what  may do or may

19



not do to keep in the center of his will. I can know God’s will because
God is real. Is this logical? Of course it is! Do you want to know God?
Meet with him. If you don’t know him, obviously, you don’t really
know what his will is. Be prepared to do his will and say, “If you are
real, [ will do your will.”

You must do his will because he is the Creator. We can’t lay down
conditions for him. As his creatures, we are committed to doing his
will. We don’t have to wait until we are regenerate Christians. First,
we do his will, then he reveals himself to us. “If any man’s will is to
do the will of my Father, he will know whether the teaching is from
God.” (Jo. 7:17). The more you are committed to doing his will, the
more you will experience that he is real. The more you experience
him, the more you are committed to doing his will. And so this cycle
gets more and more intense.

If you have that pre-condition to do his will, you will have vision, and
the vision gets clearer and stronger. [ stress again that you say, “l am
ready, O God, to do your will,” just as Jesus said, “I have come to do
your will” in Hebrews 10:7. I constantly commit to doing God’s will.

We have a Christianity that only wants the promises but none of the
conditions. Christianity is corrupted. And all the churches don’t like
to hear me say that. That's why I'm not a popular preacher in spite
of the fact that I preached three years in a row to university students
at Camp Trent. It was called “Camp Trent” because it was held at the
University of Trent. They were all young people, and young people
do not have much of the world, and the world does not have much of
them. Even if young people come from a rich family, they often don’t
have much. [ came from a very well-to-do family, but my father
would not even give me pocket money. Why? He was afraid of
spoiling me.

I said  wanted to buy some candy, but he said [ would spoil my teeth.
I had no pocket money. I did not have much of the world, so the
world did not have much of me even though I came from a very well-
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to-do family. I realize that most young people are like that. Even if a
student comes from a wealthy family, he or she may personally be
very poor, and such people are more open to the gospel. As soon as
you begin working and money starts flowing into your bank account
causing it to grow, “the world has more of you and God has less of
you” - the world gains a greater hold on you while your relationship
with God weakens.

In China, you may earn RMB400 a month as a factory worker, about
US$50 a month. That’s not much to go by. If you have a better job,
you might get US$100 a month. If you are a high professional, you
might get a bit more. And if you are in business, you will earn even
more. There are lots of millionaires in China today. That's why the
“window of opportunity” for preaching the gospel in China is closing
fast, especially in Shanghai. I'm a Shanghainese, so I know that. We,
Shanghainese, are famous in China for knowing how to make money.
So Shanghai is currently emerging as the most prosperous and
dynamic city, and it is on the verge of surpassing Hong Kong. There
you see skyscrapers everywhere. Highways fly over like spaghetti
here, there and everywhere. The roads are full of countless cars. We,
Shanghainese, are just full of the world. That is why it is hard to find
spiritual people among the Shanghainese. [ am thankful to God that
he had mercy on the likes of me. And I'm glad I can criticize the
Shanghainese because I am Shanghainese. I dare not criticize Hong
Kong people who are indeed very dear to me.

3. Democracy — the will and the power of the people

First, we saw materialism locks out vision. Secondly, we saw reli-
gion, a corrupted Christianity does that too. Let me come to the third
hindrance that blocks out vision. What is in the third temptation of
Jesus?

Matthew 4:8-9 reads:
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Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said
to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.”

Satan was saying to Jesus, “Give me some honor, give me some face,
and [ will give you all the kingdoms.” Is he bluffing? No, Satan is the
fundamental power behind all earthly power. But the earthly
powers neither want to know it nor believe it. What does it mean? If
we can’t succeed in our earthly goals by materialism, by our own
effort and gifts, if we can’t succeed by even using religion, then if you
are desperate enough, just give Satan some honor, and he will give you
what you want. I have seen that frightening thing happen too. Satan
is no bluff. You can only thank God that God himself is a far greater
power than Satan. Foolish are the people who turn to Satan rather
than to God. In North America, Satanism—even in its undercover
forms such as, spiritism, New Age—is widespread. Satan says, “Just
give me a bit of honor and I'll give you what you want. I have the
power to do it.” And he does. To have the kingdoms of this world is
to have power, control, ability to do your will.

At this point, I want to tell you something which is very offensive
here in the West. [ will speak the truth and I'm happy to hear anyone
disprove me. I have no intention of being popular at any time. What
is the kingdom of God? We are using an archaic word, “kingdom.” It
should be the reign of God over mankind. It has to do with his
“sovereignty,” also an archaic word. We don’t use “kingdom” any-
more. We think of the kingdom of Jordan, of some place where there
is still a king running the country, who is there by popular tolerance
perhaps. “The kingdom of God” means God’s power reigning in the
world and in your life.

But what is the slogan in first-world countries today? It is “We want
democracy!” I'm sorry, there is no democracy in the Bible. Is it a
shock to you? Why? “Democracy” comes from two Greek words. The
first part, “demo” means people or multitudes or crowds. And
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“cracy” means power from the Greek word kratos. Democracy
means the power of the multitudes, the power of the people. Today,
it is heresy to say a word against democracy. That is the power of
politics today.

Let me say that in the Bible, there is only theocracy, that is, the power
of God. “theo” from the Greek word theos means God, and “cracy”
from kratos in Greek means power. The Bible only knows the power
of God. It knows no other kind of power unless we set up our own
power, which is what we have done. Maybe this is the last message |
will preach in this part of the world. I preach in an environment
which is in fact hostile to theocracy. The more we stress the power
of people, the less we stress the reality of theocracy, God’s kingdom
in the world. You have two choices: either you choose human power
and authority as the ultimate power on earth, which is the present
reality, or you choose God'’s kingship.

In the old days when there were kings, they were modest enough to
claim that they governed by divine right. In political science it is
called, “the divine right of kings.” That means to say, kings said that
they were sons of God, they got their power from heaven, and used
religion, the second hindrance that blocks vision, as a means of
oppressing the people. Those familiar with Chinese history will
recognize that, on occasion, exceptional emperors like Kangxi and
Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty ruled with the welfare of the people in
mind. However, such benevolent rulers were scarce. This scarcity
stemmed from the hereditary transfer of power to increasingly inept
sons, resulting in widespread corruption and the eventual downfall
of the emperors. The imperial system was undeniably ineffective.

If I have to choose from existing systems of human government, |
would choose democracy as a more balanced system, generally
speaking, in comparison to the rule of kings. Man is faced with the
decision of choosing between various forms of governance, such as
kings, presidents, prime ministers, or some totalitarian system.
While all of these are no good, if one does not choose from them, he
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is left with no means of governance. Why are we forced into this
choice? It's because mankind generally has always rejected God as
king.

Israel threw out theocracy

Israel was a theocratic state in the beginning. God ruled Israel
through his representative, Moses. Moses only did what God com-
manded him to do. If you don’t have this kind of person, obviously,
you cannot run a theocracy. But eventually, Israel liked to be like
other nations who had kings adorned in magnificent attire, extra-
vagance and ceremonial splendor. The servant of God, Moses was
always humble and meek. There was no glory of a monarch who
rode in chariots and marched with armies to show to the nations.
They had a man of God but no pomp and grandeur. They had justice
and truth but none of the trappings of the world.

Finally, they wanted to get rid of theocracy. They wanted to have a
king who could go around behaving like the kings of other nations,
and in the end the kings of Israel became as corrupt as the kings of
other nations. Eventually, Israel got what they wanted: their king
who behaved like a king of any other nation. Ultimately, God was
pushed out. Theocracy was pushed further and further away until
Israel perished as a nation. If God had not had mercy upon them, and
raised them out of the grave after 2,000 years, there wouldn’t be an
Israel left.

Do they worship God in Israel now? No. Do they love God now as
they did in the time of Moses? No. I've been to Israel many times, and
[ know Israel well. Those Jews who still worship God are who we call
the “Orthodox Jews” or the “Reformed Jews.” And again, we have
religion, ceremony, all the trappings of external religious behavior.
How many are still faithful to God? Let’s not say none; there are
some, but they are such a tiny minority. That is the State of Israel
today.
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Why do we want democracy? It is power to us, the people. I am not
interested in attacking democracy as a system. As I said, mankind
has rejected theocracy, and since there isn’t a better system around,
we only have democracy left. And now democracy becomes an ideo-
logy that people like to push, just like Mr. Bush imposes democracy
on all the countries in the world. Democracy isn’t a modern concept.
Those acquainted with history are aware that ancient civilizations,
such as Athens, was one of the first democratic states in the world.
Being a small state, democracy thrived in its environment. The
larger a state grows, the more complex the mechanisms required to
establish a fair system become. Nowadays, there’s a widespread
desire for everyone to embrace democracy because it's so
marvelous!

Democracy is good for the affluent not the poor

By the way, democracy is wonderful as long as you have the financial
means to sustain your livelihood. For example, I go to the Philippines
from time to time. It's a democratic country, and it's extremely,
extremely impoverished. Honestly, what good is it to have the
freedom to vote when you lack enough food to eat? When you're ill
and can’t afford to go to the hospital? When you have no money for
education? We are trying to sponsor some people to continue their
studies because they don’t have enough money to get through their
education.

[ was there recently, and I met a taxi driver. I asked him, “Young man,
have you been driving a taxi all the time?” He said no, he’s a
university student and he has to work many hours to earn to pay his
college fees. When he has finally earned sufficient funds, he lacks the
time to study, which prevents him from passing his exams. It’s a
terrible situation! He’s 25 years old and he is still trying to get
through the second year of his engineering degree. So we tried to
work out a plan to help him. We told him to put away his taxi, and
just get on with his studies and finish his university education, and
we will give him a loan repayable after 5 years from graduation.

25



Democracy is wonderful when you live in an affluent country like
Canada. It’s heaven on earth! Very often, the people don’t bother to
vote. Who cares who is in government? You just give me my social
benefits and don’t you touch that. If you do, I'll throw you out in the
next election. That's the point: The people do have power. They can
throw you out if you don’t do what they want you to do. What does
that mean? If you are an American, you know that you can put Bush
out of power in the next election. Although you are only one in a huge
number of people, your vote may count. After all, you know he won
in Florida by a small margin of about 300 votes. So you do have
power.

There is the problem. Psychologically, what occurs is that the
respect for authority diminishes to the extent that there is no longer
any respect for authority. Have you heard people talking to the
leaders of our democratic countries? Oh! They can grill, cross-
examine, contradict, stop them in mid-sentence. You would not
dream of treating anyone with such disrespect. Only their own party
members respect them. The other party members call them all kinds
of names. That means gradually, we have no respect for authority
because the power is in our hands, and we transfer this mentality into
our relationship with God. That is terrifying!

A reverence for God doesn’t exist

Just two days ago, [ happened to catch a comment which stuck in my
throat when I was watching a program in the history channel. This
man said, “God and Moses had a lot of respect for each other.” Does
that sentence bother you? Probably not, because in a democracy, you
have the ability to elect a leader into power and also to remove him
from power. And perhaps you think you can vote God out of authority
too, ifyou like. You have got so used to power. “God and Moses respect
each other”? What are we talking about? Can we talk of God and
Moses in the same breath as having respect for each other? Those of
us who have served God and have known his glory shudder! It just
makes me sick in the stomach! I think if Moses had heard that
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sentence, he would have dropped on his face and said, “May God
forgive!” To say that God and Moses have a lot of respect for each
other is as though you are talking about equals! “What is man,”
Scripture says, “that you are mindful of him?” What is man? We have
lost that concept. We have grown up in democracy and we are used
to the power of the people. If the representative of your district does
what you don’t like, you will send him a letter and really slam him.
And if he still doesn’t do what you want him to do, you don’t vote for
him, and he’ll be out of office. This is what  mean by you are used to
power.

We have grown up in an environment that is inimical to reverence
for God. The fear of God doesn’t exist anymore in the churches here.
I don’t see anyone fearing God. “Give God a clap!” Clap, clap, clap.
Give God a clap? Who do we think he is? An actor? But they don’t see
anything wrong with that. It must be me. I am the crazy one around
here. I have reverence for God because I know his power. [ know
who he is. Do these people know? Maybe we put God on the level of
the President. When the President comes in, give him a clap. That is
why I said I don’t wish to preach anymore in this part of the world.
The pre-condition for vision which comes with a reverence for
God doesn’t exist. Either you don’t even believe God exists, or if you
do, you think he needs your vote as much as any President of a
country does. If you don’t give God your vote, he is out of the picture.
He needs you! You are the important person to give him some status.
He can stay in office, thanks to you. Am I wrong? Such a God is not
worth believing in! Is God who stands on the level with Moses, the
God who has created heaven and earth? Do we even have a clue what
the universe is like? Do we have a clue about the area of particle
physics? I read up carefully on these things because it magnifies my
wonder. My God is amazing! But today, they use the name of God as
a swear word, as just a byword - “Oh my God!” I don’t preach in this
kind of atmosphere!

I remember [ was in a ship coming over from Asia. I was on a freight-
er with only 8 or 9 passengers, and we were all treated as first-class
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passengers although we paid less than the fare for a passenger liner,
because it takes longer on a freighter. We were given first-class
accommodation, first-class treatment and food. And we, the 8 or 9
people, were on the ship together for two months. There was this
Austrian doctor who was very well-fed indeed, and he couldn’t even
open his mouth without using “Jesus” as a swear word! Now [ was
only in my early 20s, and he looked to me like he was in his 50s or
60s. He was massive and a doctor, while I was slight and a nobody,
but I had walked with God a good number of years in China, and I
was not about to have anyone take Jesus’ name in vain every two
minutes.

After a day or two of this, I couldn’t stand it any longer and I said,
“Doctor (I don’t remember his name anymore), maybe Jesus means
absolutely nothing to you as it is obvious, but please bear in mind
that he means an awful lot to me. So if you could somehow manage
to stop using Jesus as a swear word or a byword, I would deeply
appreciate that.” He said, “I'm sorry.” He was a very carnal kind of
person. Then the next day, the word “Jesus” came out of his mouth
again, and he said, “Sorry, sorry.” And this went on for several days.

One day, I was standing on the flag bridge, the highest part of the
ship, because I like the wind blowing in my face and looking out over
the ocean, as the boat plows through endless waters. And he came
up beside me suddenly, and said, “Do you really believe in God?” |
said, “Certainly I do. He’s real. I've experienced him.”

He said, “There are two things amazing about you.”
[ said, “Oh, even two?”

He said, “Yes. One is that you can speak, read and write Chinese.” (He
thinks it is incredible that a person can read Chinese, and whoever
can must be a genius.) “And the other thing is that you believe in God.
That’s incredible!”
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[ said, “I hope that you will also have a chance, maybe not to read
Chinese, but at least to know God.”

After two months, before the ship landed, he very happily wanted to
take John’s Gospel from me. He said, “Would you put your name and
address in there?”

[ have never been afraid to stand up for my Lord. I didn’t know how
he would react, and he could have been very hostile to me. He could
think, “This peanut here is telling me what I can or cannot say. We
are in a democracy here. Everyone has the right to say what he likes.”
But God did a work.

[ hope that you can see now why I said that we cannot have vision.
We cannot have vision because the pre-condition doesn’t exist. The
world has gone into us so insidiously even as Christians, that we are
not even aware of it. Therefore, I don’t blame you if you are not
aware of what's going on. It’s just like a cancer working. You don'’t
even know it’s there. In our democracy where we exercise our
power, the ideals of materialism, comfort and ease have shaped our
thinking since our youth.

Switzerland, a true democracy

Let me just close with this. When I came out of China where there is
suffering and poverty, the first European country that I stayed in for
a time was Switzerland. I went there because my mother was under-
going treatment for severe tuberculosis that she got in China. And
the best treatment available at that time was in a sanatorium in the
mountains in Switzerland. She had one lung removed. Switzerland is
a democracy of the truest kind, truer than the United States or
anywhere else. What do I mean by that? No major decision can be
made in Switzerland except by referendum. There’s a difference.
What is the difference?
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For example, if President Bush wants to go to war with Iraq, there’s
nothing the American people can do about it because he is
commander-in-chief. He takes the nation into war even though the
majority of people may be opposed, as was the case. That’s not true
democracy.

As you know, a vast majority opposed Spain being involved in the
war in Iraq, but their democratically elected government took the
nation into war anyway. Of course, those in power, who took the
nation to war, lost the next election. But it was too late, Spain was
already in the war. Then there were the bombings in Madrid and
nearly 200 people were killed. Here is a democratic state which
knowingly acts against the will of the people because the
constitution allows it to do so. The same thing happened in Italy, and
the same in other European countries. The people didn’t want to go
to war, but the government committed them to war anyway. That is
what a democratically elected government does.

And let it never be forgotten that the worst evil of dictatorship was
voted into power by a democracy. Do you remember who? Hitler
was democratically elected! It was a democracy that brought the
Nazis to power, which shows how vulnerable a democracy is. Then
there was the disaster of millions dying in war. Russia alone lost 20
million people and 40 million died in the whole of Europe, because
a democracy voted this man into power. No one can deny that
historical fact. That's what democracy can do.

You can’t do that in Switzerland because you cannot take the nation
into any major decision if the people object. Now as I said, it works
in a small country. Switzerland is a small country of maybe 6 million
people. So any issue can be quickly voted on, and the people decide.
If it is wrong, they bear the consequences. But they are not made to
bear the consequences of the mistakes of a government they voted
into power. They are not dragged into something they don’t want to
do, as Spain was dragged into war with Iraq. Today, Britain is largely
opposed to the war in Iraq as you know, but they were taken into it
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by a democratically elected government, which can act in major
decisions against the will of the majority. That’s not true democracy.

When [ went to Switzerland, I saw what a true democracy is.
Switzerland is a wonderful country! If you want to push out
theocracy and have democracy, Switzerland’s democracy is the best
you will ever have, because you will never have to accept a decision
that is forced upon you by a government that you elected, but which
turns out to be acting for political reasons. No, they couldn’t do that
in Switzerland. Switzerland is another heaven on earth!

It also has the best the world can offer!

On top of that, [ saw in the life of my uncle, the best the world can
offer. My uncle was a very successful sales manager, and he retired
as a very rich man at the age 50. He knew where to cut off. He said,
“Okay, I've made enough money to last me a couple of life-times. I'll
quit at this point when I'm still young and strong so that I can still
enjoy my life.” He is now 90 years old and is still very healthy and fit.
He has been enjoying his life for the last 40 years! Wouldn’t you like
that? You can buy whatever you like, go anywhere you want, do any-
thing you like because you have health and money. Oh, wonderful
life!

Once, [ visited him, and afterwards, I said [ was going back into town.
So he said to me, “Eric, why don’t you take my BMW into town?”
BMW? I was only in my 20s, and his car was the 7-series type of
BMW. (As you know, the smaller BMW is 3-series, the mid-size is 5-
series, and the top of the line is 7-series.)

[ said, “No, no, no, no! If anything happens to your BMW, I can’t afford
to pay you back in all my life-time!”

He said, “Don’t be silly! Just take a drive!”
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So I got into this big BMW and drove it into town. [ think [ was 25 at
that time. Can you imagine me arriving and opening the door? Even
in a rich country like Switzerland, they are not used to seeing a 20-
year-old coming out of a first-class BMW. They must have said,
“That’s not his own car.” My uncle wanted to give me a taste of the
world, and I could really have got hooked. He might have thought,
“This guy wants to be a preacher. Just let him sit in a BMW and he
wouldn’t want to be one anymore! He’s going to see how he can earn
his own BMW!” He was very smart. | don’t think he had any evil
intention at all. He is a very nice man, and has a big, beautiful house
with a fantastic view, and two beautiful Collie dogs. This is the world,
my friend, this is the world! Well, I thank God that even in this
temptation—I suppose he did not intend it as a temptation—I said,
“Fine, I've driven my BMW once. This will do for the rest of my life.”
I've never sat in any series of BMW since that time.

Enjoying life in a free society like Switzerland is the ideal of
materialism! That is the dream of every Chinese person if he could
even get within reach of it. That is why my dear uncle never had any
appetite for spiritual things. He had his religion, Catholicism, and he
would go to mass from time to time. That’s good enough for him. Just
pursue the world and go to church from time to time. Have just
enough religion but don’t go crazy over God. That’s the way to do it.
You don’t need any vision. But without vision, the people die of
spiritual starvation (Pro. 29:18). Let us pray.

Closing prayer

O God, in these days when it is so difficult to know you, to have a
vision of yourself, to experience you in your reality and power, when
the world tries to beckon us from this and that direction with all its
charms and fascinations. God, may it be that in these last days,
perhaps you will still raise up one or two people, or even three or
four, who will say, “O God, even in this situation, I just want to do
your will.” And we know that you will give your vision to such a
person. Hear our prayer. Amen.
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