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Christ, the Lord of God’s glory 

Matthew Chapter 8 
 

by Pastor Eric Chang  
Montreal, June 26, 1977 

 
hen we were looking at Matthew 8:5-13, we saw the tremen-
dous faith of the centurion. And he had this faith because he 

saw the glory of the Lord Jesus. He said, “You say the word and it 
shall be done.” Matthew Chapter 8 is a chapter on the glory of Christ.  

Verses 1-4: Jesus healing a leper by the power and 
compassion of God 
Right from the beginning, verses 1-4, we see how the Lord Jesus 
heals a leper. We notice how this leper fell down before him and said, 
“Lord, if you want to, you can make me clean.”  
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Like all lepers, this leper was a wretched person, an outcast, who 
faces the rejection of society. Even their friends would never come 
near them. Whenever people approached them they had to say, “We 
are unclean! Go away from us!” No one cared for them, and most 
people felt that they deserved this kind of hardship because they 
have probably committed some sin to bring on their illness. There-
fore the lepers were compelled to reside in the harsh wilderness, 
enduring frigid temperatures, scarce provisions, and the added peril 
of wild animals in addition to their incurable affliction.  

Here we see the compassion and love of the Lord Jesus. No one 
would come near a leper with a ten-foot pole, but we see the Lord 
Jesus actually touching this leper. Lepers are not very attractive to 
look at. Some of us have been in the leper colony, and have seen their 
pitiful and frightful condition. Sometimes, their noses have rotted off 
and only two holes are left. Sometimes, the fingers have dropped off 
and there is only a stump to the hand. The face is swollen with 
patches of skin discoloration. Looking at these is enough to make 
you feel a bit sick. So people stay away. In the Bible, a leper was not 
treated as a sick person but as a person who was unclean. Leprosy is 
a picture of sin which excludes the leper from mixing with the people 
of God. This also means that he could never worship in the temple of 
God. So from the viewpoint of the Jews, he had to stay far away from 
God. But Jesus did not keep a considerable distance from him. In fact, 
he came so close that he touched this man.  

When this leper knelt down before the Lord Jesus and said, “If you 
will, you can make me clean, removing this leprosy from me,” Jesus 
said, “I will. Be clean.” What a wonderful revelation of God in Christ 
as the Savior! (Jo. 5:19-20)  

Draw near to God regardless how unclean you feel 
How many times when we come to God in prayer, we feel unclean 
and say, “God, I am unclean.” But if God just says, “You’re unclean. 
Stay away from me,” that is not going to help us at all. The lesson we 
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can learn from the healing of this leper is this: no matter how 
unclean we are, draw near to God. Say these words that the leper 
said, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” And you will find 
that God never turns you away.  

The closer you draw to God, the more unclean, 
unworthy you feel, so you’ll grow 
You will find that the closer you draw to God, and the more you grow 
spiritually, your sense of uncleanness and unworthiness increases 
rather than decreases. That is a sure sign that you are growing 
spiritually, because the more you see the glory of God and his Christ, 
the more you see yourself as you really are. If you feel more and 
more holy, you are better than other people, then let me assure you 
that your spiritual life is going down. I find that a true Christian 
never becomes a puffed-up, superior-feeling man who looks down 
on others. That is the character of a hypocrite, not a Christian. The 
true Christian in fact, feels more and more unworthy as he walks 
with the Lord God. This is why when a dear brother told me over the 
phone about how unworthy he was, and what a poor elder of the 
church he was, I just said, “Praise God!” I could see how much this 
dear man has grown. It is always the sure sign of a man growing 
spiritually when he says, “I’m no good. I’m spiritually unclean.” This 
is the kind of person who will always be very sympathetic to the non-
Christians, to the people in the church who are weak.  

A few days ago, a brother and a sister were discussing with me about 
how most Christians despise this sinner and judge that sinner. They 
condemn other people because they have not yet understood the 
compassion that God has. Here Christ represents the compassionate 
God Yahweh, who understands that human beings are in a pitiful 
condition. Look at how everybody stays away from this leper but not 
the Lord Jesus. Whenever I pray, I feel unclean and say, “God, my 
Father, I’m not worthy to come near you.” I have to confess that 
many times, and I almost hesitate to come to God in prayer because 
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I feel I am not worthy to come to him. Therefore, whenever we come 
to God and say, “God, I am not clean. If you will, you can make me 
clean,” we need to constantly remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
which reflect the heart of God: “I will, be clean.”  

That is exactly the experience of the great prophet Isaiah. Many 
regard Isaiah as the greatest of the Old Testament prophets. But 
notice in Isaiah Chapter 6, even though he was a prophet of God, 
even though he had served God for some time, when he came before 
him in the temple, and was granted to have a certain vision of his 
glory, he said, “Yahweh, God, I am a man of unclean lips. I am 
unclean!” This great prophet felt himself to be unclean in the 
presence of God. That is precisely why he was such a great prophet. 
So God cleansed him. We need to be constantly cleansed.  

The power and compassion of God is real when you 
have faith 
We see both the power and compassion of God manifested in Christ 
Jesus in Matthew 8:1-4, and whenever I read this passage, I always 
remember that dear sister in Liverpool, who had this growth inside 
the bone of her mouth, and it was pressing very hard on the nerve, 
so it was tremendously painful. She was a nurse, and the doctor gave 
her heavy doses of pain-killing drugs, and told her they would 
operate in four days’ time to abstract the growth.  

I remember she phoned me to say, “I’m not afraid of this operation, 
but will God remove this growth from me?  

I said to her, “What do you think?”  

She said, “Well, I know that he can if he wants.”  

I said to her, “Do you think he will?”  
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She said, “I’ve just been reading this passage about the leper who 
said, “If you will, you can make me clean.” And the Lord Jesus said, “I 
will.”  

I said, “What does God’s Holy Spirit say to you?”  

She said, “As I wait on the Lord God, He is saying, “I will, too.” So I am 
calling you to ask if you could come and pray with me.”  

I said, “Certainly!”  

So I went and prayed with her. She said that the pain that even the 
pain-killing drugs were only managing to dull but not remove, 
stopped instantly! And the operation which was to take place in four 
days never did because the growth had disappeared as well. This 
dear sister had learned to understand both the power and 
compassion of God as reflected in Christ. I cannot have faith on her 
behalf. She had to have faith. But once she has the faith and I can pray 
with her, then God can do wonderful things for her.  

How often we wished that someone else’s faith would do something 
for us, but the Lord God is waiting for you to have the faith. If you 
have a hardship and you say, “I know the Lord God can, but will he 
do it?”, the question is, what do you think? We see Christ Jesus 
reveals God’s compassion in these four verses. 

Verses 5-13: The Roman centurion’s faith  
The passage of verses 5-13 concerns the Roman centurion.  

Verses 14-17: Jesus healed the sick, and cast out evil 
spirits with a word 
We continue on to the next section. First, Peter’s mother-in-law’s 
fever was immediately healed when the Lord Jesus touched her 
hand. Then people brought many who were demon-possessed and 
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ill, and he healed all of them. He fulfills the prophecy of the prophet 
Isaiah, that the Messiah (Christ) receives and carries our illnesses in 
Isaiah 53:4.  

Verses 18-22: The nature of discipleship 
After that, verses 18-22 are on the nature of discipleship. In that 
passage, the disciples had to be taught what it means to be a true 
disciple.  

Verses 23-27: Faith in God’s love in Christ is tested in 
a great storm  
Having taught them what it means to be a disciple, the Lord Jesus 
was going to put their faith to the test. The Lord Jesus does an 
amazing thing here. Verse 23 says that the Lord Jesus got into the 
boat and the disciples “followed him,” then he went to sleep. Little 
did they know that they would get caught in the most terrible storm 
where the boat would be tossed and turned by the waves! The Lord 
Jesus wanted to see what kind of disciples they would make.  

What were the disciples doing in the storm? They were panicking. 
How often we see that in the Christian life. A problem comes to you 
and you are in a state of panic. So many Christians have not yet seen 
that God is not only God of heaven, but he is also God of the earth! 
That means he not only saves you in heaven, but he saves you now 
here on earth. The question is, have you got this kind of faith? Have 
you seen yet that the Lord Jesus, fully representing God, has 
authority on earth not only in heaven? There was this mighty storm, 
and the waves were smashing against the boat, but the Lord Jesus 
was a picture of peace. He was fast asleep! What were the disciples 
thinking? Did they think that the boat would sink with the Lord Jesus 
in it? Did they think that the Lake of Galilee would drown him? If it 
wouldn’t drown him, why were they worried? Or did they think that 
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the boat would go down, but he would be all right while they would 
all be drowned?  

We sing of “I know God loves me,” but do you believe it? Try to say 
that when you have financial trouble. Try to say that God loves me 
when your health is not so good. Try to say that again when you face 
a crisis. I think the basic problem is, we don’t understand that God 
loves us.  

When I was not a Christian, I never knew that God loves me so much. 
I thought he only loves the Christians. If you are not a Christian, I 
want you to understand that God loves you more than anyone can 
love you, even if you don’t know him at this moment. Let it enter into 
your mind that even though you don’t love the Lord God very much, 
He loves you very much. And he is quite willing to prove it to you if 
you give him a chance. Start by seeing how he can fill the emptiness of 
your life. Do you feel that your life has no meaning? See what he can 
do to put meaning into it. See how he can break the chain of your 
enslavement by sin, which robs you of joy. See what kind of joy he can 
give you. Oh, that we may know the Lord God! I cannot know the 
Lord God for you. You have to know him yourself, otherwise you will 
never know him at all. I can only urge you to experience God for 
yourself. That is what the Lord Jesus wants to show us.  

So the disciples are in the boat which is sinking, and they are desper-
ate. They woke the Lord Jesus up saying, “Lord! Save us! We are 
perishing!” And the reply of the Lord Jesus is: “Why are you afraid, O 
men of little faith?” Did he ask, “Why are you afraid?” They only need 
to point at the waves and say, “Look at them, they are towering over 
the boat!” And they only need to point at the boat and say, “Look, this 
boat is becoming a swimming pool!” The Lord Jesus says, “Why are 
you afraid? That’s no reason to be afraid!” That is no reason? The 
Lord says, “No, that is no reason to be afraid.” The point is, if they 
knew, and if you know Jesus is the Christ God sent, there is no reason 
to be afraid. 
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Then he rose, and at his command, the waves died down. The 
disciples were simply speechless and marveled! Remember, they 
were Jesus’ disciples, following him, but notice what these full-time 
workers say: “What sort of man is this that even winds and sea obey 
him?” (v. 27). Isn’t it ridiculous? So many Christians say they believe 
in Jesus, but they are believing in someone that they don’t even 
know. Even these disciples, full-time workers, who have left every-
thing to follow Jesus are saying, “Who is this man?”  

It is time for us to know Jesus, the Christ God sent. The whole point 
of preaching the teaching of Jesus every week is that you may know 
him, because he fully represents God. Don’t think you will know 
Jesus and the only true God who sent him, by sitting in the church. I 
dare to say that the church is one of the less important places for you 
to experience God and his Christ. Where you experience this is in the 
problems of everyday life. If you are only a “Sunday Christian,” that 
would not be much of a Christian. The true Christian is a Christian 
living for God and Christ in the world, in the office, at school, in small 
and big challenges.  

Matthew chapter 8 shows us why the disciples came to know from 
experience that Jesus reflects the whole fullness and glory of 
God. It was not because someone was saying this as a doctrine of the 
church. I believe that the fullness of God dwells in Jesus, not because 
some preacher keeps telling me that I have to believe Jesus, but 
because I experience God’s power of calming the storms in my life 
just as God’s power in him calmed the storm on the Sea of Galilee. No 
one can do such things except God. If you don’t believe that Jesus is 
the Christ of God, it’s because you have not experienced God’s 
power. If you believe that Jesus is the Christ of God, but have not 
experienced God’s power, you are not in a much better position 
either because your faith is just in the head, you have no experience 
to back that faith.  
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Verses 28-34: Jesus breaks the power of Satan in two 
demoniacs 
Finally, at the end of that chapter, from verse 28 onwards, two 
demoniacs coming out of the tombs met the Lord Jesus, and he set 
them free from demons.  

I hope you have noticed the whole tendency of this chapter. Jesus, 
the Christ goes out to the leper; he goes out to the non-Jew, the 
Roman centurion; he goes out into the storm; he goes out to the 
tombs to set these two wretched men free. He shows how God in him 
comes out to us where we are! When we are at the end of our wits, 
God comes out to us to meet us in our need. When we are out in the 
storm, He is there with us in the storm. He comes out to help us in 
our uncleanness. It is always God who comes to us in compassion, to 
draw us out of our sins to himself, the only true and holy God.  

Notice, even if the disciples, the full-time workers don’t know who 
Jesus is, the demons know who Jesus is! The full-time workers say, 
“Who is this man that even the winds and the waves obey him?” But 
the demons say in verse 29, “You are the Son of God.” They knew at 
once who he is. All the demons, the evil spirits in this universe know 
Jesus. Even where the gospel has not been preached before, the 
missionaries have told us that when you command the demons in 
the name of Jesus, they obey. The demons know the name of Jesus 
even if the people have never heard the name before. Even though 
you are a weak and young Christian, when you command them in the 
name of Jesus, they will also obey. And the reason they obey you is 
not because you are wonderful, but because Jesus is the Christ of 
God.  

I have many times thought in retrospect of that time when I cast 
Satan out of that doctoral student’s life at Cambridge University. 
Satan is so powerful, but who am I? I am nobody. Yet when I, this 
nobody commands Satan in the name of Jesus, Satan has to obey. 
Isn’t Jesus great! And do you wonder why I believe that Jesus is the 
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Son of God? If I in my own name asked Satan to leave this man, Satan 
would be laughing at me. He would probably fold his arms and say, 
“Well, just make me! Do you want to throw me out? Who are you? 
You’d better look yourself up and down the mirror!” Certainly, Satan 
could pick me up by my neck and twist me around until I look like a 
corkscrew. He could attack me physically and tear me to pieces, 
which he has done to other people. But when I say the words, “In the 
name of Jesus, leave this man!”, in that split second he is gone! Satan 
dares not even say, “Try and make me” because he knows the whole 
power of God in Jesus would move him out immediately! I have often 
been humbled to think God is pleased to let his power in Jesus be 
revealed to me, a nobody.  

From the miracle of Christ casting out the demons in the two 
demoniacs, and from my experience of casting out Satan in the name 
of Jesus, you see the glory of God in his Christ. What struck me was 
not only that the man was set free, but also in that split second, 
immediately, the chains of bondage fell off! How amazing is God’s 
power working in Jesus’ name! Have you experienced it? It’s just so 
amazingly wonderful!  
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