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by Pastor Eric Chang 
Montreal, August 21, 1977 

 

The passage we will study today is Matthew 10:40-42. 

“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives him who sent me. The one who receives a prophet 
because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the 
one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 
person will receive a righteous person’s reward. And whoever 
gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because 
he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his 
reward.” 
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A true Christian is God’s and Christ’s representative  
What can we learn from these three verses? Are there some riches 
that are important for our life today? Let us look at these words in 
verse 40: “He who receives you receives me.” Who is the “you” he 
refers to? Is it Christians in general, or a special group of Christians? 
Clearly, he is referring to his disciples who were listening to him.  

Who are the people in this age who can be said, “he who receives 
you, receives me”? The Lord Jesus was already telling us in verse 38 
who he means by that “you”. The “you” are people who are totally 
committed Christians, who take up their cross to follow Jesus. There-
fore, he is saying, “Those who receive this kind of totally committed 
Christians, receive me.” I trust we are quite clear about what that 
means now. 

“He who receives you, receives me, and he who receives me receives 
him who sent me.” Who sent Jesus? Of course, it is God his Father! 
(Jo. 17:3) This means he who receives the committed Christians 
receives Christ, and to receive Christ is to receive God who is in him. 
In other words, the committed Christian is God’s representative in 
the world today. In fact, every one of us represents God in this world 
if we are committed Christians. That is an enormous responsibility. 

Unfortunately, even if you just carry the name of “Christian”, you still 
represent God in the eyes of the non-Christian. So let us start from 
the negative point on this matter: the heavy responsibility of carry-
ing the name “Christian”. How many people today refuse to become 
Christians simply because they remember some Christian they 
knew, who made a bad impression on them. In other words, the 
greatest stumbling block to many people in becoming a Christian is 
the very fact that they know mediocre, inferior, professing 
“Christians”.  

That is why I often say I am so grateful to the Communists for coming 
into China, and many times when I say that, people’s eyebrows go 
up. What I mean by that is this: before the Communists came, the 
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kind of Christians I saw at the church was enough to put me off any 
time. But when the Communists came, only the true Christians 
remained, while the others disappeared from the church. And when 
I saw the true Christians I said, “That’s it! Now I recognize the real 
thing when I see it!” That was the first step in my coming to God.  

I am grateful to the Communists for having done the work of 
purifying the church of the chaff. As John the Baptist said, when Jesus 
comes, he will baptize with the Spirit and with fire. You are going to 
be baptized either by the Spirit of God in newness of life, or you are 
going to be baptized by the fire of God in judgment. The Communists 
were that fire of judgment that burned up the weeds in the church 
in China, and then the true church shone out in the midst of suffering. 
There you saw what it means for Christians to take up the cross.  

Therefore, baptism is a very important matter because from that 
moment on, you have the right to take the name of “Christian” in 
your life. From that moment on, all your non-Christian friends are 
going to get their idea about what a Christian is by looking at you! 
The responsibility is frightful! That means to say, the responsibility 
for that person not coming to God after seeing your “Christian 
witness” is going to be on your shoulders. I would like you to think 
about that carefully. Whether you like it or not, the moment you 
become a Christian, you become Christ’s representative in your 
family, among your friends wherever you go.  

Negatively, you can cause others to lose their 
salvation 
When I talk to brothers and sisters, I ask them what their experience 
was in the process of coming to God. And time and again, I find that 
somewhere along that process, what kept them back so long was 
that, there were certain Christians who were a stumbling block to 
them. You must be very careful about this fact. The Lord Jesus says, 
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“He who receives you receives me, but he who rejects you rejects 
me,” so be careful that you correctly represent him.  

This is the reason why we have been speaking about the cross, about 
the meaning of faith and what it means to be a true Christian, for not 
only is your salvation involved but also someone else’s salvation 
may be involved. That is, whether or not a person comes to God may 
depend wholly on you, because they don’t know any other Christian 
but you, and they are looking at you. It’s no use saying, “Don’t look 
at me because I’m not a very standard Christian,” because people 
cannot help looking at you. So many people are saying, “Just look 
past me. Look at the next guy. He’s better than me.” But God puts the 
responsibility squarely on you.  

This is the first point in this passage: The true disciple is God’s and 
Christ’s representative on earth. Every time you are inclined to say 
something, try to remember that what you say is going to represent 
Jesus in the ears of the hearer. If you crack a silly joke, remember 
what impression it has on the non-Christian. When you are being 
selfish, always choosing the biggest, tastiest pieces of food at a 
barbecue, remember that someone may be watching you, and it is 
making an impression on this person. Rather, take the cross closer 
to yourself, and leave the juicy bits there. The apostle Paul says, “For, 
if my eating causes someone to stumble, I would rather not eat.” (1 
Cor. 8:13) 

People are watching you not just in the big things but also in the 
small things that you do, and it is in the small things where we fail. 
Haven’t you observed that it is precisely the small thing the brother 
or sister does that causes you to say, “Now I see the selfishness of 
this character”? If that selfishness is constantly conveying to the 
non-Christian the impression that this is what Christ is like, that is 
really too bad! Change your habit! We are Christ’s representatives in 
the world. If you don’t want to be Christ’s representative, don’t be 
baptized, because whether you like it or not, the moment you 
become a Christian, you carry his name. It’s like a wife takes on the 
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name of her husband that moment she gets married, whether she 
likes it or not. She will represent that family because she carries its 
name.  

Let us take this a little step further. We have a decisive place in the 
salvation of others. “He who receives you receives me,” means “He 
who loves you, loves me.” And that means, “How they treat you is 
how they treat me. If they despise you, they despise me.” Yet, 
remember again, if anyone rejects you, they have rejected Christ and 
his God and Father! But if they reject you because your life quality is 
poor, and they reject Christ, you have caused them to lose their 
salvation.  

Positively, when we suffer, Christ also suffers  
We are Christ’s representatives because we are inseparably united 
with Christ. When you are baptized, you become united with Christ, 
you have become one with him, as the apostle Paul says many times. 
And once we become one with him, then whatever happens to me 
happens to him (cf. Ro. 6:5). What we see from this second point is 
the positive aspect, that if you are suffering because of persecution 
or hardship, don’t worry, he is suffering with you because you are 
united with him. That is why when the apostle Paul (or Saul, as he 
was called before he became a Christian) persecuted the church, 
Jesus said, “Why are you persecuting me?” When you make a 
Christian suffer, you make Christ suffer. When you make Christ 
suffer, you make God suffer.  

The unique teaching of the Bible is that God suffers, because he 
suffers with his people. Just as Isaiah 63:9 says, “In all their afflic-
tions, God was afflicted.” Remember that God is suffering with you; 
you are never alone in your suffering. He understands the problem 
of your heart because your problem is his problem. You mean that 
much to him that even the hairs of your head are numbered. (Mt. 
10:30) 



6 
 

Whatever you do to brothers and sisters, you do to 
Christ and God 
We return to this point that whatever you do is determining 
someone else’s reaction to Christ, and to God. We must not only 
think of it as the relationship of the Christian to the non-Christian, 
but also as the Christian to the Christian. Since every Christian is a 
representative of God, that means to say, whatever you are doing to 
a sister or brother, you are doing it to God. Think about that. If you 
make a brother or a sister sad, you have made God sad; you have 
grieved the Spirit of God. The next time you are criticizing a brother 
or a sister, or back-biting him or her, or making him or her miserable 
in one way or another, remember that you are grieving the Spirit of 
God. It’s more than an offense against the other person, it’s an 
offense against God. 

This also means that whenever you are showing love to the brother 
or sister, you are showing love to God. How do you show love to God? 
Here’s the way to do it: Show it to a brother or sister. When you are 
giving something to the person, you are giving it to God. When 
welcoming a disciple, we welcome God. Consider further, how can 
my life be so lived that I am pleasing to God? From this spiritual 
principle, we learn that in pleasing a brother or sister—in loving or 
helping that person—I am pleasing God! Let us try to remember it 
carefully: Whatever you do to a brother or sister you are doing to 
God.  

How important it is to understand the Word of God, otherwise we 
will live in error. What have you done whenever you don’t greet a 
brother or sister when coming in or going out of church? You have 
failed to greet Christ because the brother or sister is one with him. 
Get this deeply into your mind. Do you see how this important prin-
ciple will determine our whole conduct in relation to one another?  

Can you see how practical the Lord Jesus’ teaching is? Many people 
think that the spiritual man is very impractical. He is always 
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dreaming, walking in the clouds. But the spiritual man is a most 
practical man because he understands the spiritual principles of 
everyday life. So we see how every part of our conduct is being 
governed by this principle.  

Receive God’s servant for who is he, you will share 
his work and reward  
Let us consider further the spiritual principle in verse 41 in today’s 
passage:  

“The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a right-
eous person because he is a righteous person will receive a 
righteous person’s reward.”  

Whatever does it mean that if a man “receives a prophet because he 
is a prophet, he shall receive a prophet’s reward”? It’s very simple. 
To receive a prophet is to share in his reward. Why do you share in 
his reward when you receive him? It’s because you are taking part 
in his work by advancing that work.  

How carefully the Lord Jesus states his statement. He did not say, “If 
you receive a prophet, you will share his reward.” He said, “If you 
receive a prophet because he is a prophet.” That is very important. 
You can receive a prophet on quite a number of different grounds, 
not necessarily because he is a prophet. You can receive a servant of 
God not necessarily because he is a servant of God, but because you 
might admire this person whether or not he is a servant of God. This 
means that it is no longer clear on which grounds you are now 
receiving him. So the Lord Jesus says, “You will only share his reward 
if you receive him as a servant of God. Let me make this point 
perfectly plain. 

For example, if you are willing to welcome and befriend me, that 
does not automatically mean that you are going to share my reward. 
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You might think, “I find this guy is not too bad. I can have quite an 
interesting conversation with him.” Or you might think: “He may be 
quite eccentric, but I like his personality all the same.” Any non-
Christian is willing to accept me on that ground. However, while a 
non-Christian may accept my personality and like me as such, he will 
not necessarily accept me as a servant of God.  

That is to say, on the Day of Judgment no one can say, “Well, this man, 
Eric Chang came to my house and I gave him a meal so I should share 
in his reward. I must not be going to hell!” No, that will not work. But 
if he is willing to receive God, he will receive me as a servant of God, 
and not just because he likes my personality or for whatever the 
reason. In so doing, he has received God.  

Likewise, if a person is opposed to Christ, he would be opposed to 
me too. He will receive me as a servant of Christ only if he is willing 
to receive Christ. This shows how carefully the Lord Jesus has 
worded it. It also connects exactly with the point I made about our 
attitude to one another. For it is obvious that no one will receive a 
servant of God unless he is also a child of God, or someone who is 
willing to become a child of God.  

Receive a true Christian for who is he, you share his 
work and reward  
The next statement in verse 41:  

“He who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man, 
will receive a righteous man’s reward.”  

What is a righteous man in the Lord Jesus’ teaching? Clearly, he is 
distinguished from a prophet; he is not a servant of God in that sense. 
A righteous man in the Lord Jesus’ teaching is always a person who 
is a true disciple, and a true disciple is one who has faith in God. 
Surely, no one would take up the cross if he doesn’t have faith. You 
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can never be righteous unless you take up the cross, because your 
sin is still with you; you have not yet been crucified with Christ.  

Therefore, we see that in receiving a righteous man because he is a 
true disciple, you will receive a righteous man’s reward, that is, 
you’ll share in his reward, because you take part in his work by 
welcoming him. This is the point we saw, that if we receive a prophet 
for who he is, you will share in his work and so share in his reward.  

Receive God’s servant: Provide for his physical needs 
This is a principle I would like you to think about on the positive side. 
Do you want to do something for God? You can begin by receiving 
God’s servants. What does “receive” mean? In 2 John 10, it means 
that you receive that person into your house, you welcome that 
person. What does it mean to receive a person into your home? In 
those days, it meant that that prophet or that disciple, who would 
usually travel around, would stay with you while he was in town. 
This means that you are looking after his physical needs.  

In Matthew 10:11, when the Lord sent out his disciples, he said, 
“Whoever receives you, stay with them.” That means you live with 
them and eat what they put in front of you. Now we understand what 
it means to receive a prophet. It means you help him in his material 
needs, providing him with somewhere to stay, with food to eat and 
so forth. No wonder you have a share in his work, and will receive 
reward.  

That is very precious for us to understand! This means to say that 
although you may not be a prophet, you don’t have the gift of 
preaching or teaching, you can still have a share in the prophet’s 
work by helping that prophet. If that prophet were back in his own 
profession, he could also be making a good living. But now he is 
called by God to preach God’s Word at great cost to himself, he is 
carrying the cross, and you can have a share in that work. I find that 
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many Christians have not learned this matter of sharing in God’s 
work, so they don’t receive the reward.  

Do not greet a false prophet 
The opposite is also true. If you receive a false prophet, you also 
share in his work. This point is mentioned specifically in black and 
white in 2 John 10-11. There the apostle John says that if a false 
teacher comes to your house, don’t let him in. Don’t even extend a 
greeting to him.  

But you will say, “Surely, we can at least say, ‘Hello.’ It’s a matter of 
politeness.” We Chinese are very polite. Again, notice how important 
it is to understand the Word of God.  

Supposing you are walking on the street outside your house, or just 
coming out of your house, and you meet this false teacher whom you 
know, and you greet him. If your neighbors noticed that you greeted 
that false teacher, doesn’t it immediately occur to them that you are 
friends with that false teacher? So if that false teacher goes to your 
neighbors, they might think that if you greeted that that person, both 
of you must have connection, so that person can be trusted and 
teaches the truth. As the apostle John says, “for he who greets him 
shares in his wicked work.” You share in his guilt as a result of that 
greeting. This shows how important it is to understand this 
receiving or rejecting.  

“Little ones” are nobodies in the world 
Let us come to the last verse, Matthew 10:42. The Lord Jesus says,  

“And whoever gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no 
means lose his reward.”  
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The Lord Jesus very often uses this expression, “little ones.” What 
does it mean? Does it mean children? This verse doesn’t talk about 
children, so who are these little ones that we give a cup of cold water 
to?  

The word “little” as it is used in the Greek, can refer to several things. 
Firstly, it can refer to the smallness of stature of a person. In Luke 
19:3, it is said that Zacchaeus was “little.” Of course, he was no child. 
He was a tax-collector and no children become tax-collectors. So it 
means he was short. Secondly, it refers to smallness of age. In this 
case, it could refer to children who are young. But remarkably, I 
cannot find a clear example of this word to be definitely used of a 
child. Perhaps some examples of this could be found in Greek 
classical literature. Thirdly, it refers to those who are of little esteem, 
those who have no great importance.  

Clearly, it is not referring to a disciple to whom you give a cup of cold 
water is short, and you will get a reward. It has nothing to do with 
the shortness of a person. Otherwise there must be some special 
virtue in giving to short people. I will have to look for the shortest 
one and give him a cup of water and look for my reward. Nor has it 
got anything to do with age in this passage. Therefore, of these three 
definitions, the only one that fits is littleness of esteem, littleness of 
social standing. These “little ones” are people who are insignificant. 
Then who are these “little ones” in this passage? These are the 
people who believe in Jesus. Matthew 18:6 has exactly those words, 
“the little ones who believe in me.”  

Many Sunday School teachers and perhaps even a few commentaries 
have made the mistake in thinking that this refers to little children. 
The Lord Jesus did begin that passage by talking about a little child, 
but what the teachers have often overlooked is that the meaning has 
already changed in verse 5, and the picture of the child has switched 
to the picture of the disciple. What Jesus is saying is this: “Except you 
become as a little child, that is, as a nobody in the world, you will not 
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enter the kingdom of heaven.” This principle is so important for us 
to understand that we will return to on another occasion.  

Prophets are nobodies in their life-time 
Who are the prophets? Today, we honor the prophets as great 
people. But look back in history and you will know that in their day, 
the prophets were despised and rejected, so that even the great 
prophet Isaiah had a hard time. He preached to Israel but they didn’t 
listen to him. If they had honored him, they should have listened to 
him and obeyed. The way to dishonor a person is to take no notice 
of what he says, and that was how they treated Isaiah.  

The people of Israel also refused to listen to Jeremiah, threw him into 
a dungeon, and left him there to rot. The Lord Jesus said, “That’s the 
way you treated the prophets of your time, as nobodies, and the 
righteous were made to suffer” (Mt. 23:29-34).  

In short, the prophets and the righteous men knew what it was to 
bear the cross in their generation. They were willing to be nobodies 
in their generation, to be despised and rejected of men. When Isaiah 
wrote his 53rd chapter about the Servant of God, Jesus, who would 
be despised and rejected of men, Isaiah knew in his own experience 
what it felt like because he had been rejected by Israel all of his life. 
Some prophets came from what might be called “lower classes”, but 
Isaiah came from a very high social class by birth. He was reduced to 
the low class in the eyes of the people when he became a prophet.  

Every true servant of God must be willing to be a 
nobody  
Now you understand that the Lord Jesus means a servant of God by 
“a little one” here. You don’t receive a servant of God because he is 
someone important in the world; you receive him because he is a 
servant of God, and as such he is nobody in the world. I want to tell 
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you that every true servant of God will be a nobody in this world, 
and he must be willing to be a nobody. The moment he wants to be 
somebody in this world, he will no longer be a servant of God. Think 
about that.  

Here we see how the cross goes through the whole teaching of Jesus. 
He says, “Unless you take up your cross and follow me, you cannot 
be my disciple.” Think of a true disciple as a man walking down the 
street with a cross on his shoulder, a man who is going to his 
execution. How can he be a somebody in this world? That cross is 
the end of his relationship with this world, just as the apostle Paul 
said in Galatians 6:14, “But far be it from me to boast except in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified 
to me, and I to the world.” If the world is crucified to me, how can I 
be someone important in the world?  

Basically, it refers to our attitude to the world inside our hearts. A 
true Christian can have a position in the world that it gives him, but 
his attitude is always that he has died to this world; his attitude is one 
that doesn’t want the glory in this world. I cannot say there is no 
possibility that a Christian could become a general manager of a 
company, or a great government minister if God puts him in that 
position, but his heart is dead as far as the world is concerned. If he 
works as a government minister, he does it only for God’s sake, ready 
to lose it at any time. 

Daniel, that great minister of Nebuchadnezzar, was such a man. For 
him, being this great government official did not matter, so that 
when he was given the choice to stop praying or be thrown into the 
lions’ den, he chose the lions’ den. It was fine with him. That shows 
that for him, being a great government official in the world did not 
matter at all, he was ready to lose his position at any time. He was 
one of God’s “little ones” as far as the world was concerned, for he 
had turned his back on the world in his heart. 
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God will reward us 
Notice this: Whoever gives a cup of cold water to one of these “little 
ones” because he is a disciple, he will not lose his reward. You may 
say, “Who wants a reward?” Many people think it isn’t good to want 
a reward. If you want to serve God, you don’t look for the reward. It 
depends on what reward you are looking for. When a certain brother 
said, “Who wants a reward?” I said, “If you knew what the reward is, 
you wouldn’t say it so quickly.”  

Moreover, the Lord Jesus doesn’t say you want the reward; he says 
God is going to give you your reward because God is the God of 
justice. God owes no man anything. That is another tremendous spiri-
tual principle to understand. The more you give to God, the more you 
will receive from him the reward that he wants to give you. He will 
never let you outdo him in giving. It’s better for you to understand 
this principle now than at the end of your life.  

I have seen the lists of wills of people who have died. They leave 
behind $100,000! What you couldn’t do with $100,000! The 
government tax office takes a good share of it, and the relatives share 
the leftovers, if there is anything left to share. However, while they 
were alive, they might have given a dollar or two out of the $100,000 
when it came to giving to God’s work. Perhaps they are afraid that 
God might get too rich if they put too much money in the offering, so 
they give niggardly, and so the taxman takes the rest. If you don’t 
give it to God, the taxman will take it! The taxman will give you no 
credit, and he won’t even say “thank-you”. He just levies your money 
as tax on a deceased rich man, and that’s the last you will see of it! 
Foolish man! Why don’t you give it to God? Then you will never 
outdo his giving. Are you happier that the taxman should have it?  

Or do you want your children to get more corrupt than they already 
are? People think giving all the money to the children is blessing 
them, not realizing that they are cursing their children. That child 
never needs to work anymore for the rest of his life. He just lives off 
the fat that you give him. So they are so rich they become corrupt. 
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They don’t know what to do with their money. What is their purpose 
in life when they have nothing to work for? The poor are working for 
money. If you have nothing to live for, nothing to work for, how 
miserable and wretched can you be! No wonder the children of rich 
parents are often the most wretched and miserable people. 

The Lord Jesus says here, “If you give to the disciple a cup of cold 
water, you don’t lose your reward.” Now a cup of cold water costs 
next to nothing. You just give him a cup of cold water, but that action 
will not go unnoticed by the very God who counts the number of 
your hairs. You cannot outdo God in giving. Try giving to him and see 
what happens.  

Abuse of God’s principle: Give to get more  
Some people have misused that principle. They have learned that the 
more you give to God the more you will get, so the more they gave to 
God, the more they got. You have seen some Christian magazines 
exploit that very point. They publish testimonies which say, “The 
more you give to God the more you’ll get: I gave God $10 dollars at 
first and I got $100 back. I gave $100 and I got $1,000 back! That’s 
why I’m rich today.” Does it work? Amazingly, it does! That is the 
strange thing about it. But let me tell you something: if he gives you 
back the money, you will be sorry for it unless you give it back to him 
quickly.  

If you are not a dedicated Christian and you give the church $100 out 
of charity or because the church is God’s, in a certain sense God is 
now owing you $100. He is going to give that money back to you. He 
doesn’t want the money of uncommitted people.  

If you gave me money, I would give it back to you if I knew you are 
not a committed Christian. I would not accept the money because I 
know that I would be putting my God in debt to you, and because I 
am his representative, a nobody, “a little one.” Because of this, I have 
even had to offend people that I returned the money. 
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If you gave it anonymously to God so that one doesn’t know where it 
came from, and one cannot give it back, let me tell you, God will give 
it back to you, because if I don’t want it, God wants it even less. If you 
don’t believe me, try it and see that you are dealing with the living 
God. I think it will make the shivers go up and down your spine when 
you see it.  

Some people have tried it and thought, “Hey! It’s wonderful! Doing 
business with God is good! I gave $100 and I got $150 back! I gave 
$150 and got $300 back! I get a much bigger profit than doing 
business with the world!” Let me tell such people, you are going 
down the wrong road because from seeing God’s action, your res-
ponsibility is becoming progressively more grave, and if you don’t 
speedily repent, the end of that road is your destruction. In other 
words, if God returns your money to you, that could be a bad thing. 
It means that it is not accepted.  

Therefore, if you gave an offering and you got back more and quickly, 
you had better give it back quickly and say, “God, don’t give it back 
to me please. Will you kindly accept my offering?” But if it comes 
back again, you’d better give it back again because it means it is still 
not accepted.  

That is why when I read Christian magazines and see that principle 
stated: “If you give to God, you’ll get more back,” I would say, “Look, 
you’d better tell the people the whole truth, because when they get 
back more, it means that they are not accepted.” If you get back 
more, you’d better say, “God, what is my sin that you don’t accept my 
offering?”  

The percentage you give is what matters 
 The other mistake is to think that if you give a larger amount of 
money, you will get more reward, instead of understanding the 
spiritual principle that what matters is the proportion you give to 
what you have. What that means is, if you give $100,000 when you 
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have a million, you don’t get more reward than the person who gives 
$1 when he only has $10. Do you understand that spiritual principle? 
The figure you give doesn’t count. Don’t think because you gave 
$100,000, you gave 100,000 times more than the guy who gave $1, 
therefore you will get a 100,000 times bigger reward than the 
person who gave $1. It doesn’t work like that at all with God. In fact, 
as I said, if you have $1 million and you gave $100,000, you will get 
exactly the same reward as the man who gave $1 when he only had 
$10.  

God is the God of perfect justice. You don’t have to worry! No one 
will outdo you in giving just because he happens to have more 
money than you. That is why when the poor widow gave her two 
mites, the Lord Jesus said, “When she gave her two cents, she gave 
everything she had, and no one in this temple had given everything 
he had” (cf. Mk. 12:42-44). 

Here we understand the beauty of the Lord Jesus’ teaching, that you 
can never outdo God in the matter of giving. If I gave money to God, 
I would say, “God, don’t give it back to me because I will have no 
reward. Rather, help me give with all my heart, wanting to put 
treasure in heaven where it will be conserved.” Or if he gives 
something back to me, then I will want to give it back to him. In this 
case, it becomes a test of my faithfulness.  

In my Christian service, I have always noticed one thing: the poor 
always give more; the rich always give less. It’s a very remarkable 
principle. Do you remember the rich young ruler? He didn’t want to 
give up his possessions. Who gave up everything? The widow with 
two cents gave everything. That is exactly what I have discovered in 
my experience. It is always the poor who give more. If you look 
through the lists of people in the church in what they offer to the 
church compared to their income, you will find that those who give 
most are those who have the least.  
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It comes back again to this principle: “the little ones who believe in 
me,” these nobodies, the poor, they are the disciples who always 
prove to be closer to the Lord Jesus. This is not what people like to 
hear, but it is the truth. My preaching has never pleased the well-to-
do and people in position, neither has the Lord Jesus’ preaching ever 
pleased them. 

Summary: Union with Christ and Reward 
Let us summarize. We have seen that Matthew 10:40-42 seems to be 
three very ordinary verses, yet they contain so many important 
spiritual principles:  

The first is our union with Christ. “He who receives you receives me” 
because of our union with Christ, and through him we have union 
with God. 

The second is, by giving, we can share in the work of others, even if 
we don’t have the same gift, precisely because of their union with 
Christ and our union with him.  

Thirdly, we saw the principle of reward is also related to the 
principle of union with Christ. That is, if you have given a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones, you have given that to Christ. In 
Matthew 25:45, the Lord Jesus said, “Inasmuch as you did not do it 
to one of the least of these, you did not do it me.” On the Day of 
Judgment, your reward will depend on what you did or did not do to 
“the little ones.” Whether or not you have faith will depend on 
whether you have the faith to give one disciple a cup of cold water.  

Fourthly, reward has two dimensions. Firstly, God will give you that 
reward whether or not you want it, because that is part of his 
character of justice. Secondly, you don’t expect that God is just if he 
rewards the person who gives everything for Christ exactly the same 
as the person who only gives 20 cents out of his great riches. You 
don’t expect God will reward the person who lays down his life for 
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Christ as a martyr, the same as the person who drifts along day by 
day and just goes to church on Sundays. 

Give to gain the reward, Christ 
Finally, what is the reward? Without going into detail, the reward 
that we gain is Christ himself. When all the earthly possessions are 
gone, you have Jesus. That is what Paul wanted. “That I may gain 
Christ,” he said in Philippians 3:8. That is the reward, and you will 
only get it by giving.  

What does it mean to “receive”? Look at Matthew 10:42 again. By 
giving you receive. How do you receive a little one, that is, a prophet 
or a righteous man? By giving him a cup of cold water. It is in losing 
that you gain, in giving that you receive. The more you want to hang 
on to something, the more you will lose it. In giving it, you will gain 
it. Can you understand that principle?  

It reminds me of a child who dropped a sweet inside an earthen 
Chinese jar with a very narrow neck by accident, and he was trying 
to take it out. Some such jars are very big, some medium-sized, some 
smaller. So he stuck his arm into the jar, grabbed hold of the sweet 
to pull it out. But he couldn’t because his fist was much thicker than 
his arm, so his arm was stuck inside the jar. How could he get the 
sweet out? He had to let it go in order to get his hand out.  

Many people desire to take hold of this world but realize they are 
unable to do so. It’s only in giving that you receive, if you have eyes 
to see the value of that reward which is Christ himself.  

How rich are the principles that the Lord Jesus teaches in this 
passage! If we know how to apply each one and live according to 
them, then on that Day when we stand before the Lord Jesus, God’s 
appointed Judge, we will experience how well worthwhile it was to 
have lived in this world in order to gain him!  
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