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by Pastor Eric Chang 
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ast week, we were expounding from Matthew 11:12, and we 
saw that the kingdom of God was coming with power. We also 

saw that there is the other part of the verse which we did not yet 
expound, that because the kingdom of God came with great power, 
the people responded vigorously. But some respond favorably, and 
others respond antagonistically. There is a totally different 
response.  

L 
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But today, we still need to go further into this question about 
obeying the Lord Jesus’ command to take up the cross, and what it 
means in our daily life. In Luke 14:27, the Lord Jesus said,  

“Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me can-
not be my disciple.”  

The Lord Jesus said that you cannot be his disciple, that is to say, you 
cannot be a Christian unless you take up the cross and follow him. 
And that is also to say you cannot be saved.  

We try to get out of obeying the Lord Jesus’ 
command  
If anyone tells you anything different, they are saying something 
different from what the Lord Jesus is saying. But I am struck by the 
fact that human beings are so expert at getting out of the commands 
and teachings of the Lord Jesus. They want to reduce the meaning so 
much, that in the end there is no particular calling at all. For example, 
you may think, “Jesus says, ‘Take up your cross and follow me,’ and 
that may mean we should die for Jesus. But since I don’t have to die 
for Jesus right now, this teaching doesn’t affect me at all.”  

Or else someone may say, “Well, this really means suffering for 
Christ, so it may be true for the brothers and sisters in China but it 
really doesn’t affect me. Therefore, so long as I can say in my heart 
that I am willing to die for Jesus, I am willing to suffer even if I have 
not suffered yet, that’s good enough. I’m still a disciple.”  

Or someone else may say, “This demand is too high, and because it 
cannot be met, it can’t apply to me. Perhaps Jesus didn’t really mean 
that you have to take up your cross. He meant something else.”  

Or someone may say, “It really means that you deny yourself and 
follow Jesus. And deny yourself just means to be humbler, so if I am 
humbler every day, that means I am following Jesus.” The only 
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problem is what does it mean to be humbler? Does it mean that 
instead of wearing high-heeled shoes you wear lower heels so that 
you will come down lower? Then what do the boys do? Do they have 
to walk bare-footed to come down a bit?  

In the end, after having pondered it for some time, you might say, 
“I’m willing to take up my cross, but whatever is it?” Many Christians 
end up saying either “There is no demand on me,” or “What must I 
do if I’m going to take up my cross?”  

An example of the Jews getting around the teaching 
of the rabbis 
When I was coming over from Europe on the airplane, I read this 
newspaper article about Israel. It was discussing about the orthodox 
religion in Israel and how to apply the teaching of the rabbis in the 
modern life in Israel. And there was one more classic example of how 
they can get around the teaching. There is a teaching in Exodus 
23:19, which says that you shall not boil a kid (a young lamb) in its 
mother’s milk. So the rabbis, the Jewish teachers decided that it 
means you must not mix the milk with the meat. As time went on, 
the rabbis got even more complicated when they said, the steam 
from the meat must not mix with the steam from the milk.  

The newspaper was saying that this presented certain problems in 
the hospitals in Israel because while you are pushing the trolley of 
food down the corridors for the patients, the steam is crossing each 
other. You have the steam of the hot milk and the hot meat blowing 
all around, and so this is breaking the Law according to the rabbis. 
Having got themselves into this great difficulty, the problem was 
how to prevent these two from mixing? But even if you could 
prevent the steam from mixing, when you eat the meat and drink a 
mouthful of milk, you are in trouble with the Law because the milk 
and the meat are mixing in your stomach. Or for example, if you put 
a piece of butter on a steak, you are breaking the Law again 
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according to the rabbi. Or even if you eat the steak separately, then 
a piece of buttered bread, again it is mixed in your stomach, and 
there is trouble.  

Now the Jews are very clever people. Having pondered this a bit, 
they thought of a way to solve the problem. It seems to me there is a 
simpler way than the one they took, which is to look at the Old 
Testament and see what this law actually said. Exodus 23:19 only 
said, “Do not cook a kid in its mother’s milk.” That is very simple. The 
reason for this was to teach the Israelites not to be cruel. But of 
course, the matter got more complicated after the learned theolo-
gians had finished with it. In the end, they landed themselves with a 
problem. The Jews could not expound the Bible as it should be 
expounded because they have to listen to the rabbis.  

How should the problem be solved? As I said, the Jews are clever 
people. There’s no problem they cannot solve some way or other, to 
get around the law they themselves make. They discovered that one 
rabbi had said, any food that a dog refuses to eat is not food by 
definition. If you give a steak to a dog, he will certainly eat it. 
However, the Jews are very clever, and discovered a way how the 
dog will not eat it. They discovered that if you put a little bit of pine 
oil on the meat, the dog would not eat it. However, when you eat it, 
you cannot taste the pine oil, so it will not affect your taste of the 
meat. Somehow, the dog will not eat it. That is important discovery!  

How long they have worked in the laboratories and in the animal 
pens to discover that! They must have tested everything to find what 
would prevent the dog from eating the meat. And because the dog 
will not eat it, by rabbinic definition, it is no longer food. It’s wonder-
ful to have discovered this, because now, after putting some pine oil 
on steak, you can eat it with butter or cream, drink cups of milk with 
it, or do what you like, and you will never break the Law! In fact, you 
can even go further. You can now actually boil the kid in its mother’s 
milk, because the kid with pine oil is also not food as the dog will not 
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eat it! When I read this, I thought of the words of the Lord Jesus in 
Matthew 15:6: 

“So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the Word 
of God.” 

Christians are also hypocritical for they make void 
God’s Word  
Now we may feel very superior to the Jews and think, “We don’t do 
such ridiculous things!” I fear that Christians are just about as good 
at doing such things. I think we have to be humbler and examine our 
own hypocrisy, for it is so easy for us to say, “Of course, the Jews are 
a bunch of hypocrites!” We see the great beam sticking out in their 
eye, but the only trouble is that the beam is in our own eye. So often, 
when I see the way Christians deal with the teaching of the Lord 
Jesus, I say we are every bit as hypocritical as the Jews.  

Jesus said, “Unless a man takes up his cross and follow me, he cannot 
be my disciple.” Which preacher wants to say that? “Let’s talk about 
another passage.” They want to tell us that it actually has nothing to 
do with our salvation. Presumably, being a Christian has nothing to 
do with our salvation. If so, what has to do with our salvation? And 
when a preacher comes along and says, “It is vital that we listen to 
the words of the Lord Jesus,” they would say, “Look, he’s preaching 
salvation by works.” It doesn’t matter what Jesus says, it is what the 
pastor says, what the rabbi says that matters now. So we make void 
the teaching of the Lord Jesus with our Christian traditions and 
doctrines.  

So I say, we need to begin by seeing what kind of hypocrisy is in our 
lives, for we are not going to do the words of Jesus by the time we 
have finished looking at them. And the words of the Lord Jesus in 
Luke 6:46 come straight to my heart:  
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“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord’ and do not do the things that I 
say?” 

What is your answer to the Lord Jesus’ question: “Why do you call 
me ‘Lord, Lord’ and you never do it when I say, ‘Take up your cross 
and follow me?”  

Or else we would say, “I don’t really understand what you mean, 
Lord. And anyway, the preacher I listened to said that I don’t have to 
take up my cross and follow you because all I have to do is believe in 
you. You have done everything and I do nothing. And now you tell 
me to take up the cross. You couldn’t have meant that, Lord. I’m sure 
the preacher is right.”  

Hypocrisy is the most dangerous and the most besetting sin for the 
religious person. We see the Jews have constantly fallen into this 
when they didn’t want to face up to the Word of God. They can think 
of ways to nullify the Word of God. And as we go into the Gospels, we 
will find other examples of this. But alas! The Christians do the same! 
And those who preach the words of Jesus come under attack. 

Now we must consider carefully the words of the Lord Jesus. No one 
will ever get into the kingdom of God, no one is ever going to find 
salvation in Christ without listening to his words. By the time I finish, 
I would like to have no one say to me, “I didn’t understand what Jesus 
meant when he said, “Take up your cross.” The disciples could 
understand it because they lived in the days when people got 
crucified. Today, they don’t crucify anyone so I don’t know how it 
applies to me.”  

Love one another as Jesus loved us, lay down your 
life for one another 
 What then does “take up your cross” mean in daily life? The Lord 
Jesus leaves us in no doubt as to what it means. And you will be 
surprised to find that those words look familiar to you. The only 
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question is whether you did them. This is what the Lord Jesus says 
in John 13:34, 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.”  

You’ll say, “I know this.” That is where your condemnation is, for 
when did you do it? Have you also found explanations and excuses 
for not doing it? Look at these words again: “A new commandment I 
give to you that you love one another even as I have loved you.” What 
is new about this commandment? We shall see in a moment.  

The Lord Jesus is so concerned that his disciples should clearly 
understand him that he repeats this command two more times 
within the next two chapters. Look at John 15:12 where he repeats 
it another time:  

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.”  

And in John 15:17, he says it one more time:  

“This I command you, to love one another.”  

When you look at this, you will say, “What connection has this got 
with taking up the cross and following Jesus?” The answer to that 
question is also the answer as to why it is a new command. It doesn’t 
just say, “Love one another.” That would not even be enough. And 
we haven’t even done that. “Love one another as I have loved you” 
My concentration is not going to be about loving one another but “as 
I have loved you.”  

You are following him in his love: you love as he loved. And 
“love” is now defined not in terms of some feeling or emotion, but in 
terms of giving yourself to take up the cross. “As I loved you and 
went to the cross for you, you will love one another in the same way 
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of going to the cross for one another.” That is exactly the words in 1 
John 3:16, 

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  

Many people know John 3:16, but they do not know 1 John 3:16. And 
it is urgent that Christians should memorize that marvelous verse. 
Now the preacher who truthfully quotes only the first half of the 
verse and stops there, is not telling the whole truth. For the apostle 
John goes on to say, “and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren,” the “ought” is obligation. We are under obligation “to lay 
down our lives for the brethren.” In other words, the apostle John is 
saying the very same thing about taking up the cross and following 
Jesus. Jesus took up the cross and we also have to take up the cross 
and follow him. He laid down his life for the brethren, therefore if we 
are following him, we must also lay down our lives for the brethren. 
That is discipleship.  

But alas! We hardly know anything about laying down our lives for 
anyone else. We would hardly lay down our time and money, never 
mind our lives. This is what I mean by hypocrisy. The Lord Jesus said, 
“Take up your cross and follow me” and that means “as I love, so you 
also love.”  

This word “just as” in the Greek means “to love in the same way as 
I love,” not just “to love because I love.” To “love because I love” gives 
us no idea as to what extent we love, but “to love one another in the 
same way as I have loved” does. And the same way means that as he 
died for others, so we also will die for one another. Now remember, 
none of this is what I said. This is what the Lord Jesus said. And if you 
think that all you need to do is enjoy the love of Jesus for you, and 
you don’t have to lay down your life for anyone else, you don’t know 
what discipleship is. You don’t know what it means to be a Christian. 
In short, you don’t know what is to be saved.  
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But what do we see in the churches? We see bickering between 
church and church, between Christian and Christian. It is a shame for 
anyone who loves God! The state of the church is an agony to our 
hearts. And why should we make excuses? Every non-Christian can 
look at us and say, “You are a bunch of hypocrites! Just look at the 
way you treat one another!” And they are right. We read in John 
13:35 the Lord Jesus says, “By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

And someone might say to me, “Don’t talk like this. You will be 
disgracing the church if there are non-Christians listening.” I don’t 
disgrace the church. They can see it for themselves. I see Christians 
who cannot get on with Christians, each criticizing the other, and 
would you lay down your life for one another? What hypocrisy! How 
are you going to fulfill the Lord Jesus’ teaching and command? How 
can you claim to be a disciple of Christ? How can you go out with this 
glorious label of being a Christian and then disgrace that glorious 
name?  

How to imitate the Lord Jesus’ love? 
Let us look into this more carefully. “Love one another as I have 
loved you,” is the Lord’s command. It’s not a choice for you. You can 
choose whether you want to be a Christian or not, but once you 
become a Christian, you don’t choose whether or not you love. You 
are under command to love. From this, it means that every failure of 
love is an act of disobedience and rebellion against the Lord Jesus.  

If we are going to follow him and his love, we will have to understand 
his love better. How did he love us? What did that love mean? 

1. Compassion, loving concern 
First, we see that it means compassion, loving concern. We can see 
that in many places that he had compassion on us. For example, 
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Matthew 9:36, 14:14, 18:27, and there are so many references. Jesus 
had profound compassion. He cared for people.  

But when you mix with Christians, how many do you see have any 
sense of caring? When did they care about the brother and sister? 
The few people who are entrusted with the duty of providing care 
find themselves overwhelmed by so many under their care, that they 
are unable to devote sufficient time to attend to each one adequately. 
When you talk to the others, you can see from their attitude that they 
don’t really care about anyone else. Their whole thinking revolves 
around themselves. Isn’t that so grievous to see? And worst of all, it 
appears in those who call themselves “disciples” or “Christians,” 
which means the same thing as we saw in Acts 11:26.  

2. Involvement 
Secondly, if we care, then what happens? It’s not just talk, it’s 
involvement. We see in Hebrews 2:(13)-14 [RSV],  

(And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I 
and the children God has given me.”) Since therefore the 
children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of 
the same things.  

The Lord Jesus, being flesh and blood like us, involved himself with 
us and took on our problems and our sins. To get involved is to get 
involved in our troubles too.  

What is the Christian attitude? If we think, “I have enough troubles 
of my own, I don’t want to get involved with somebody else’s 
troubles,” do we forget the words of the Lord Jesus, “as I have loved 
you, so you will love? It means as I involved myself with you, so you 
involve yourself with one another.”  

We must learn to bear each other’s problems. Those problems may 
be financial. That means, if I’m involved with him, I must take on his 
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financial problems too. It also means if he has health problems, I 
have to involve myself to see in what way I can help. None of this is 
optional. Remember this, we are under command; we are not free to 
choose. You are free to choose whether or not you become a 
Christian, a disciple, but once you become a Christian, you are not 
free to choose how you will live that Christian life. That is all 
commanded for us. That means, if you don’t want to be involved with 
a brother or sister next to you, just forget about being a Christian. 
It’s as straightforward as that. Being involved with him could bring 
on all kinds of problems for you, that is why you don’t want to be 
involved with him.  

3. Become poor to make others rich 
Thirdly, when we get involved with others, we become poor for 
them. In 2 Corinthians 8:9, the apostle Paul tells us that the Lord 
Jesus,  

Though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 
by his poverty you might become rich. 

That was the consequence of being involved with us. Why does he 
want to be involved with us? He can enjoy himself. It’s because his 
love and compassion could not allow him to sit and watch us in this 
state of being spiritually poor, hungry, thirsty, sick and blind. And he 
made us rich so that we may become poor once more, and so others 
may become rich through our poverty.  

So many Christians say, “Jesus became poor so I can become rich. 
Now I can enjoy myself.” What does the apostle Paul say? In 2 
Corinthians 6:10 he says, “As poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing everything.” He knows that Jesus 
became poor in order to make him rich, so that he can become poor 
to make others rich. That is discipleship for Paul. That is following 
Jesus: “As Jesus did, so I do.” But what about you? Where have you 
been willing to become poor so that others become rich?  
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I never forget how Pastor Yu came to train in Liverpool Church to 
serve the Lord. He laid aside his Master’s degree in Electrical 
Engineering to take up the post of assistant pastor in Liverpool. As 
assistant pastor-in-training, the church paid him eight pounds a 
week, which was equivalent to $16 a week at that time. He had no 
complaints. He did this with great joy. In fact, he felt that the church 
was giving him too much. But the attitude of some people in the 
church was: “Since he’s willing to serve God for nothing, why not let 
him serve for nothing?” This pains me very much. 

That is the attitude of so many Christians today. “If these people have 
given up their jobs to train for God’s work, it’s their choice. That’s no 
skin off my nose.” They are willing to become poor to make others 
rich, but the others are willing to sit on the sidelines and clap their 
hands and that’s it. If you think like this, you don’t know what is to 
be a disciple, you don’t know what is to be a Christian. We are to 
follow Jesus to take up the cross if we are his disciples. He became 
poor to make others rich. What about us? We do likewise.  

I don’t wish to go into details to speak about my own experience in 
such matters. All I would mention is that when I was in England 
serving God, it cost me my inheritance. I was rich and became poor. 
Most people don’t know about it. It doesn’t matter. But when I look 
at this attitude in the church: “If you’re willing to serve God for 
nothing, let it be.” It grieves my heart. It grieves my heart not 
because I have become financially poor, but because I see how 
spiritually poor the brothers and sisters are. They are not even going 
to make it into the kingdom at the rate they are going. So we need to 
be careful.  

The Lord Jesus said, “Unless a man takes up his cross and follow me, 
he cannot be my disciple” (Lk. 14:27). I remind you, those are his 
words not mine, and I’m showing you that this is what he means. In 
everyday life it is: “As I have loved you, in the same way you love one 
another.” In the same way, let us unite with one heart and support 
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the work of the church, as well as help to support those who are in 
training.  

If I must point to my own example, like Paul, I will say, “I am talking 
like a fool” (2 Cor. 11:23): I don’t get one cent extra in training the 
Training Team. I get extra work but no extra pay. What are the 
brothers and sisters willing to do?  

4. Serve, give and talk to one another in humility 
Fourthly, how did Jesus love us? Much more than to become 
involved with us, he had to humble himself to become our servant to 
do what he did. (Phil. 2:7-9) He was actually serving us. In a sense, a 
doctor who is healing a patient is really serving that patient. It is a 
service.  

The Lord Jesus had to descend to our level. If you have fallen down 
into a pit, the only way is the other person goes into the pit. He has 
to humble himself and be ready to get all dirtied to get you out. The 
Lord Jesus said, “The Son of man came not to be served but to serve” 
(Mk. 10:45) 

To love one another means to serve one another. But what attitude do 
the Christians have? Sometimes, we regard service as a waste of 
time. I often say girls today are career-minded. They regard cooking, 
doing laundry and housework an absolute waste of time. They try to 
get it over with as quickly as possible. For them, what is not a waste 
of time? To get knowledge, to get something is not a waste of time. 
To give is a waste of time. So the concept that giving is a loss 
develops. You are wasting your time, money, or anything you have 
when you give; but to get is not a waste. We must learn differently. 
We are being Christ-like when we serve. That is no waste of time. 
When you are serving someone else, you are walking in the steps of 
Jesus.  
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Today, so many girls think it’s important to get their first, second and 
third degrees. There is a sister in England with a Ph.D. in chemistry, 
and what does she do now? She spends all her time looking after 
three children. Is it a waste of time to spend six years to collect a 
Ph.D. as the qualification for bringing up three sons? I am sure you’ll 
say, “She can still boast of a Ph.D.” But I am talking about the practical 
details. What is a waste of time? What do you do with a Ph.D. at 
home?  

Yet such is the mentality of Christians today, that although there is 
absolutely nothing she can do with a Ph.D. in chemistry that she 
spent so many years to acquire, they still regard this is not a waste 
of time, because after all, she got a Ph.D. People can call her “Dr. Mrs. 
Somebody.” So it doesn’t matter if you don’t know how to bring up 
three or four sons, how to wash the baby, how to cook. All this is 
unimportant, as long as you have a Ph.D., even though you can’t use 
it. I am sure most of you still think it is worth six years to get a Ph.D. 
even though you will never use it. Who knows? Perhaps in her old 
age, she can teach in a school somewhere.  

For us, it’s always regardless the cost, it’s not a waste as long as we 
get something; but it’s a waste when we have to give. It’s so hard to 
change our thinking, isn’t it? We have been indoctrinated since our 
childhood that this is the right thing to do. Therefore, the disciple, 
the Christian must learn to change his thinking. I am most Christ-
like when I serve, when I give.  

Before giving his disciples the new commandment, what did the 
Lord Jesus do? He washed his disciples’ feet, and he went on to say, 
“You do the same for one another.” (Jo. 13:15) He wanted to teach 
them to serve one another, because the greatest in the kingdom of 
God is the one who serves others. 

I was very touched when I was in London this time. This dear 
brother, Thomas, a doctor, phoned me on the day I was leaving and 
said, “Oh, you’re still here.” He didn’t know because he had been 
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organizing a conference for several days. I said, “I’m leaving this 
afternoon.” He said, “I’m coming to take you to the airport because I 
know you’ve bought all these books, so you have a lot of luggage.”  

He came around to help me take my luggage to the airport in spite of 
the fact that he was exhausted from several days of conference work. 
He had only returned late the night before. I kept protesting that he 
should not be doing this, he should go home and rest, but he kept 
saying it was a privilege to serve. To serve the brothers is to serve 
God. This is the humbling of oneself just as Jesus humbled himself 
and took the form of a servant (Phil. 2:7-8). He could have said to 
himself, “I have been serving God all these days, why should I go and 
carry somebody else’s suitcase?” But he had learned the lesson of 
discipleship. To become Christ-like is to serve, and to do that you 
must humble yourself. 

I would also mention a practical point: The attitude of humility must 
also come out in the way we talk to each other. It often distresses 
me how Christians, especially young people get together to laugh at 
someone’s mistake or fault, or ridicule that person, or in some subtle 
way we belittle others in order to exalt ourselves. That is not the 
spirit of Christ. That is sin. If you want to joke, laugh at yourself and 
let others laugh at you. Why make other people the subject of your 
laugh? This is far from being humorous. Let us live as disciples in 
every detail.  

5. Forgive one another 
Fifthly, what did Jesus do when he loved us? He forgave us. In the 
same way, we must forgive one another. As the Lord Jesus says, 
“Love one another just as I have loved you,” so the apostle Paul uses 
the same word “as” in Colossians 3:13 to say, “As the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” Can you see taking up the 
cross and following?  
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It’s so hard to forgive sometimes, because every time you forgive, 
you bear the cost. For example, someone comes to your house, uses 
your rice bowl, drops it on the floor, and your rice bowl is smashed! 
To forgive means you pay the price of your rice bowl. That is the cost. 
Or even worse, it’s more expensive in some cases. If you lend your 
car to someone and they end up denting it, then you have much more 
to forgive. But Paul says here, “As the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive.” The Lord Jesus forgave us far more, so we must 
forgive. It’s not a choice. We are under command! We must forgive!  

6. Reconcile others to God 
In the sixth point, we go on to see that if we truly follow Christ and 
take up the cross, we will reconcile others to God. We are told in 
Ephesians 2:16 and Colossians 1:21-22 that Christ reconciled us to 
his God and Father in his body of flesh by his death on the cross. 
Therefore if we love as Christ loves, then as it says in 2 Corinthians 
5:18, God has given us the ministry of reconciliation, so we too, do 
what Jesus did.  

Again, I don’t see this happening in the church. All too often, I see 
that people are careless in the way they speak to one another. They 
talk about other brothers and sisters behind their backs so the effect 
of what they say is not reconciliation, bringing everyone closer, but 
separating, sowing misunderstanding and bad feeling between 
people. The Lord Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers. He brings 
us together. Just think, what a wonderful church it would be if 
everyone is working to bring each other closer. Yet, there are people 
who always carelessly or deliberately cause friction and misunder-
standing between brothers and sisters. This is sin before God. Our 
job is reconciliation. Paul says God has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation, bringing brother together with brother, and non-
Christians together with God.  
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7. Lay down your life for the brethren 
Only when we have done all this can we come to the final and 
seventh point in which we actually lay down our life for the brother 
and sister as Jesus did for us. Only then can we fulfill what the Lord 
Jesus says in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lays down his life for his friends.” The greatest love is to lay 
down your life for your friend, and yet 1 John 3:16 tells us that is the 
obligation of every Christian to the other person.  

However, if you are not even concerned how to have compassion 
and care for the brother or sister, you won’t even want to be 
involved with his problems. You are not willing to help the brother 
or sister financially, or humble yourself to serve. You will say, “Why 
should I?” Then why should Jesus have saved you? Since he did this 
for you, you are under obligation to do that for others.  

And then you are not willing to forgive the brother or the sister. It’s 
amazing how some Christians hold a grudge for years and years. 
They are so sensitive: “Someone said something about me, so I’m 
steaming now.” They have an elephant’s memory! We are told 
elephants never forget. What most Christians need is to be de-
sensitized. It’s distressing to witness the over-sensitivity between 
Christians. How can we survive? We are like two porcupines 
together. I always wonder how porcupines come together. They are 
full of spikes, each porcupine’s needles sticking into the other. How 
can we be Christ’s disciples? What kind of Christians are we? If we 
cannot forgive, how can we talk about reconciliation? Therefore, I 
almost think it’s not worth talking about this final point on laying 
down one’s life, because of the state that the church is in today.  

The assurance of salvation is: To love by the Holy 
Spirit of God  
Now that we have gone through these seven meanings of “love as I 
love have loved you,” we have seen how Christ loved us. How do 
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you measure up to this if you call yourself a Christian? I have to keep 
asking myself, “How do I measure up to this?” lest I preach to others 
and become the biggest hypocrite myself. Do you wish to be a 
disciple? Let no one who has heard this message today say, “I don’t 
know what it means to take up the cross.” Now you know what it is. 
No one has an excuse for saying he doesn’t know how to be a disciple.  

How do we know we are disciples? The true mark of a disciple is in 
1 John 3:14, where the apostle John says,  

“We know that we have passed out of death into life, because 
we love the brothers.”  

It’s ironic that nowadays, we hear many people discussing 
assurance. Why doesn’t anyone quote this verse on assurance? John 
tells us how to have assurance. You can see whether you have passed 
from death to life, whether you are saved or not by loving the 
brethren. But today, we want to talk about an assurance that costs 
nothing. Many of these people who say or imagine that they have 
assurance, have not got anything like assurance. I can easily discern 
that they don’t have the Biblical assurance from a mile away. Many 
of these people who think they are saved are a long way off from 
salvation.  

Why is it that only the person who loves the brother can have this 
assurance of salvation? It’s because when you love the brother and 
the sister, it shows that you have the Holy Spirit of God. The love of 
God is shed into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (cf. Ro. 5:5). If you want 
to know whether you have the fullness of the Holy Spirit, here is one 
place to start because the fruit of the Spirit is love (cf. Gal. 5:22). A 
person who says that he has the Holy Spirit and does not love is a 
liar. (cf. 1 Jo. 4:20)  

I pray that God may speak to each one of us. Today, my concern is 
not whether you know these things, rather, it’s a question of whether 
you do them. If you say that you know them and you don’t do them, 
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then your guilt is so great that you yourself know what will happen 
as a consequence. Let us by the grace of God, realize how weak we 
are and say, “God, by your grace, I will take up this cross and follow 
the Lord Jesus. I will love as the Lord Jesus has loved me.” Then 
the whole church will be transformed, beginning with you.  
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