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et us continue to study and read together the Word of God in
Matthew 11:27-30. Jesus declared,

“All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no
one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him. Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and
[ will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”



God has made Jesus Lord. Do you really believe it?

This passage begins with a wonderful revelation of the glory of
Christ. Here the Lord Jesus says that everything has been handed
over to him by the Father. “All things,” that is everything that is in
the universe has been delivered under the Lord Jesus’ authority. God
has appointed Jesus as king over the entire universe, and everything
and everyone who lives in it. That is an incredible thing for a man
that is walking on the earth of Galilee to say. One would have to say
either this man is a raving maniac or what he is saying is true. There
are only two possibilities. I am sure that if anyone walked into this
church today, and said, “God has made me king over this universe,”
you will take off your glasses, clean them and take another look at
him. And you might decide to call the psychiatric hospital to have
him examined.

The Lord Jesus did not say he is only in charge of the entire world,
but he said the entire universe—every angel, every human being,
every demon, every good and bad spirit—are all under his control.
Everything has been delivered to him by his God and Father! For a
man—who is wearing the same ordinary clothing that we wear,
combing the same hair that we comb, eating the same food that we
eat—to make a statement like this is absolutely staggering!  wonder
how the disciples took it when they saw Jesus standing in front of
them saying these words. We don’t see any unusual reaction from
them. Perhaps they had a hard time understanding what Jesus said,
but it never crossed their minds to suggest that he is a little
unbalanced.

It may be because the Jews knew that back in the Old Testament,
many times, there have been false messiahs saying that they have
been sent by God. There have been people who have claimed they
stood in some special relationship to God. That might be what
prepared their minds to accept something quite as staggering as
Jesus’ declaration that absolutely everything had been handed over
to him by God. God has of his own choice and purpose given



everything into Jesus’ hands. More than that, he declared that only
he knew God. In fact, more than that, only God knew him! Only God,
the Father knows the Son. Only the Son knows the Father. And no
one knows the Father except those to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.

Every Christian, if he is sober, and possesses any intelligence at all,
must carefully weigh a statement like this. We must be more stupid
than anyone else if some man walks in here and says, “I have been
handed everything from God,” and we say, “Oh yes! Amen!” Or there
must be some exceedingly good reason why we accept this. If |
handed out a sheet of paper to everyone and asked you to write
down why you believe that God has made Jesus Lord, [ would be very
interested to see the survey results. Perhaps your conviction in this
reality is not that strong; perhaps you are only half-convinced. |
suppose that this will be true of the majority of Christians. Many
Christians imagine that not to deny a thing is the same as believing
it, but that is not faith in the Bible. Many Christians say, “I don’t reject
it.” That doesn’t imply that you believe it.

[ would like you to let God examine your heart to see whether you
have any real and deep conviction that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Savior sent by God. If you do believe it, ask yourself on what grounds
do you believe this? To say, “My brother believes it and he’s quite an
intelligent and sober person. Therefore, if he can believe it, I can
believe it.” That's not a very good reason because we need to ask
him, “Why does your brother believe it?” And we might find that
your brother believes it because he has a friend who is also quite
sober and quite intelligent and he believes it, therefore your brother
also believes it. That is not very convincing either.

Or you might say, “I believe it because the pastor believes it. He is
quite a sane person; he doesn’t look too stupid. Therefore, if he can
believe it, I can believe it. After all, this guy has been to college, he
has studied a little bit. If people like that can believe it, I can believe
it too.” That is not a good reason. Your pastor might be wrong. Your



brother might be wrong. Your brother’s friend might be wrong. How
do you know it’s true? That is a problem, isn’t it? Are you going to
stake your life on something that you are not even sure you know
why it’s true? Surely, you wouldn’t do that. You are too sensible for
that. So what is the solution? The solution is half-believe it. So the
majority in the church are all “half-believers.” They cannot say they
don’t believe it, and yet they cannot honestly say they really believe
all of it, at least not if they were hard pressed. The reason is because
they really cannot give a very good reason.

There are also those even within the church, who are willing to deny
that Jesus is Lord. There are a great many theologians in the official
churches who would deny that Jesus is Lord. They deny it in their
own lives. They accept that “Jesus is Lord” as church doctrine, but
they don’t accept it themselves. At least they tell us frankly that they
cannot believe it. Why can’t they believe it? We can pose the
question: Why can you believe it? I would say that it's just not
possible for the natural man to believe Jesus is Lord. How can
anyone seriously believe that this man walking in Galilee, wearing
ordinary clothing, speaking the local Aramaic language, is the one
God has made Lord? How do you know that this is him?

You might say, “He performed quite a lot of miracles.” We know that
Jesus was not the only one who performed many miracles in the
Bible. If you look back into the Old Testament, almost every miracle
of the prophet Elijah, the prophet Elisha duplicated those of the Lord
Jesus’, including even raising the dead. What miracle is greater than
that? So how can you know? Can you see anything externally? On the
mount at the transfiguration, Jesus’ glory shone forth, but you were
not there, so how do you know? Only the three disciples who were
there saw his glory. Are you going to found your faith on their
words?



Total conviction brings total commitment

Just how can we have this conviction that Jesus is Lord? And why is
it important to have the conviction? Being a Christian is to follow
Jesus. Now if you follow a liar, that is, Jesus is not Lord, you have
made the worst mistake in your life! That is one mistake we cannot
afford to make. If what Jesus says in this passage is not true, and you
are going to follow him, where are you going to follow him to?
Therefore you half-believe and half-doubt, and so you are only
willing to become half a Christian.

I will say why so often Christians are not totally committed is
because they are not totally convinced. That is the truth of the mat-
ter. If you were totally convinced, it must follow that you would be
totally committed.

Consider it again for a moment, if you were completely convinced of
this amazing reality, that Jesus, the Christ, came into the world not
only to be spat upon, laughed at, disbelieved, but was also crucified
on the cross to die for your sins, what kind of Christian would you be
like? Anyone who can shrug his shoulders and say, “Sure, I believe!”
does not even begin to understand what he is talking about. Many
times, as | ponder the cross, my mind literally boggles. I don’t know
how to grasp this total love. If you truly believe this, your response
to him would be so absolutely total that you would withhold nothing
- none of your time, energy or possessions. You would say, “Lord, if
I had a thousand worlds to give, it wouldn’t be enough! But my whole
little world that I give to you would be like a drop in the ocean.”

Do we see this devotion of love to Jesus Christ and Yahweh God who
sent him in the church today? No. When a person says he is going to
serve God, he has to think how heavy his losses are. He has to ponder
how great his sacrifice is. It’s too pitiful to imagine! What have you
lost? You have lost nothing that is even worth talking about! But do
you see the devotion of fire burning in the church? No!



The misleading doctrine of “free grace”

In fact, [ hear a doctrine that turns my stomach every time, which
says, “The Lord Jesus died for me but I have to offer nothing to him.”
All this is called “free grace.” In fact, the doctrine almost prohibits
you to try to live a godly life, to respond with all your heart on the
charge that if you do this, you will be guilty of works. It is a doctrine
that tries to hold back the people. When there is someone who is
devoted, striving to live a godly life and to serve God, they say, “What
are you trying to do? Are you trying to save yourself by works?” If
they don’t say that, they will say, “This kind of people is fanatical.
They are more emotional. That’s not for everybody.”

If you honestly believe, would you say that? That is why I say
perhaps you don’t even half-believe that Jesus Christ died for us on
the cross, and that God has made him Lord. [ know that because your
response and reaction will be quite different from what it is now.
That is why Bertrand Russell, an English philosopher used to say, “I
don’t believe that Christians really believe what they claim to
believe.” Maybe he saw the issues far more clearly than many
Christians did. He was of the opinion that if he believed what the
Christians believe, he would live his life very, very differently from
how the Christians live theirs.

I remember a person in Liverpool who was being interviewed for
baptism. He spoke a sort of Toisan-Cantonese which I could not
understand very well. So my co-worker, Pastor Charles was
interviewing him with me. Pastor Charles asked, “Do you believe
that Jesus died for your sins?” And the man said, “Certainly!” So
Pastor Charles asked him another question, and again, he replied,
“Certainly!” And I saw the color on Pastor Charles’ face changing. He
said to him, “Stop saying, “Certainly” all the time,” because the way
he said this immediately showed that he did not even understand
the issue.

And yet if you ask so many Christians, “Do you believe in Jesus?”
They would say, “Of course I do!” Is that the appropriate reaction? If
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someone answers like that, you will know he doesn’t even begin to
understand what believing is all about. If we really understood what
we were talking about, I doubt if we could even manage to say, “Yes”
very clearly, because our minds would be boggling as we ponder it
again, and our hearts would be aching within us. We might just
manage to say, “By the grace of God, I do,” and not “Certainly!”

But I fear that this man is really typical of so many so-called
“Christians.” He claimed to believe, and you cannot say that he was
insincere. He really was sincere, but he did not even know what was
involved in his believing. He has never stopped to ponder for a
minute: God came into the world and lived in the Lord Jesus, and the
Lord Jesus died on the cross! That is really more than the mind can
endure. Once he realizes this with his whole heart, he wouldn’t say,
“Yes, [ believe,” but rather, “God, if you can love me in this way as you
have done, then here is all my life. 'm sorry it’s only a speck of dust,
but that's the best I can do.”

How do you come to true conviction?

We still have not answered the question: How do you come to true
conviction? Is it because you analyze the miracles? By what means
do you come to see this? Why does this reality burn in your heart
and not in mine? There is only one way you know. God revealed it to
you. I don’t know that there is any other way. And that is why
Matthew 11:25-26 [RSV]says,

“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and
revealed them to babes. Yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will.”

This means that the only way you can come to a true conviction that
Jesus is Lord, is God speaking to you directly. There is no way that [
can convince you of this. If [ use my logic and my reasoning to
convince you of this, that would not be a genuine faith. Moreover,
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every logical statement can be countered with another logical state-
ment that is almost as logical. To every human statement there is an
objection that can be raised. This doesn’t mean that we don’t use
reason. What it means is that reason alone is never enough. You will
never come to a burning conviction of this reality nor will you ever
be able to see this clearly until God reveals this to you.

Before I became a Christian, I always liked to reason everything
through. Everything was reason. And when I wanted to become a
Christian, [ examined the Christian teaching for months and months.
[ worked out the pros and cons and argued it, and [ had to admit the
arguments were very convincing. But here, | needed not just to be
90% sure, I had to be absolutely certain. And that is impossible for
human reason to achieve, because we are not dealing with a
mathematical problem which you can arrive at 100% or close to
100% certainty. You know it only because God revealed it to you.

That is why I say you cannot depend on your brother’s faith, or the
faith of your brother’s friend. All this will not do. You cannot depend
on your pastor’s faith, no matter how great is his faith, how
intelligent he is and how much you trust him. That won’t do. That is
second-hand faith and no second-hand faith saves. You are simply
depending on someone else’s faith for you. You must establish a
direct relationship with God to become a Christian. There is no short
cut to this. And any preacher who tries to tell you there is a short cut
will be telling you a lie.

So the Lord Jesus also goes on to say in Matthew 11:27,

“No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and whoever the Son will reveal him.”

Once more, we see the only way to know God is through revelation.
Revelation is always a direct thing. It never goes through someone
else; it goes straight to you. It’s useless to try to reason your way into
becoming a Christian. You will never attain this 100% conviction.



Then the question I need to ask from this is: Why don’t you have
100% conviction? It's because you don’t have a direct relationship
with God. How many who call themselves “Christians” in the church
today, have a direct relationship with God? It’s essential that you
come through to God himself.

But then you'll say, “I'm willing to do this. [ know that I'm only a half-
baked “Christian.” or a one-quarter “Christian.” I want to be a true
Christian, so I'm going to come to God.” I know what you are going
to do. You will go home tonight, kneel down beside your bed and say,
‘God, I haven’t got this conviction, please give me the conviction.”
And next week, you will come back and you are going to say to me,
“I knelt beside my bed and I said, ‘God, give me the revelation,’ but I
still have no revelation.” So you will conclude that maybe God
doesn’t answer prayer. Your logic is so brilliant: “I prayed and I
didn’t get an answer, so God doesn’t answer prayer”!

Or maybe another conclusion you will draw is: “God is holy, I'm a
sinner, so he doesn’t have to answer me because I'm a sinner.” But
presumably, the logical conclusion from this is that God will never
answer you for the rest of your life seeing that you’ll always be a
sinner.

Or maybe you will say, “Who knows, maybe when God is in one of
his better moods, He might just grant me what I'm asking for? Or
who knows, if [ put a bit more money in the offering, and God is a bit
more pleased with me, he might just answer me today?” If you
normally put one dollar in the offering, and today you put two, that’s
100% increase! So you will go home, kneel down by your bed to pray
and think, “There’s a good chance that God is going to answer me.”

Then next week you’ll come back and say, “I've put in two dollars,
100% increase, and he still didn’t answer me!” So you will say,
“Never mind. Next week, I'll put in four dollars. That's 200%
increase!” Having done that the following week, you will kneel down
to pray again, and you will still get nothing. So after a few weeks of



this, you will certainly get a bit fed up, and you will say to God, “How
much do you want? Give me a price. At least I'll know what to pay.”

Let’s be honest. Isn’t that the way you have been thinking? It sounds
almost ridiculous when someone else puts our thinking into words,
doesn’t it? Yet that is the kind of thing that so many “Christians” are
doing all the time. Isn’t that what you are thinking in your mind all
the time when you pray to God and you don’t get an answer? Finally,
you shrug your shoulders and say, “Lord, I really don’t know what
I've got to do to get this conviction, so I give up! All right, I'll just have
to settle for being a “quarter-Christian” or a “half-Christian.” Please
don’t blame me that I didn’t try. The pastor said all this and [ went
home and I did try, but I got nowhere!”

Do you know what the problem is? We have decided what the
solution should be. We have decided that perhaps the solution is to
give 100% more, or 200% more, or however much more money.
When did God ever tell you that that is what he wanted? Did I say
that is what God wanted? I never said anything of the kind. What
does God want? God never leaves us in the dark. He tells us the path
of life. Don’t blame him if you don’t get there, because you didn’t do
what he told you to do. You think that because people are pleased
with money, therefore if you give some money, then God is pleased
with you. God is not to be pleased with your money.

Three steps to rest

What does the Lord Jesus say here? He says, “Come to me, all you
that labor and are heavy laden. You have tried so hard but it doesn’t
work. Come to me. [ will give you rest.” So you say, “That’s what I did.
[ came to him, didn’t I?” How many times I have heard preachers
preaching on this verse! I'm sure that if you have been a Christian
for one or two years, you are bound to have heard some preacher
preaching on this. Matthew 11:28 is a favorite text with preachers:
“Come to me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest.” They love this verse so much, and it is a wonderful verse.
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But the trouble is that [ have not heard them preaching on verse 29,
and without verse 29 you will never understand verse 28. He said,
“Come to me,” but he said a lot more than that. Verse 29 ends
similarly as verse 28: “You will find rest.” So verse 29 is explaining
verse 28 as to how you will receive rest from the Lord.

There are three steps here not one step. The three steps are: Come
to me. The second one is: Take my yoke, and the third is: Learn of
me. If any preacher quotes to you only step number one, it's no
wonder you don’t arrive. You have two more steps to go. And not
until you get to step three are you going to find rest unto your souls.

I would to God that preachers today understand their responsibility
and not just preach one verse and leave the other verse out. But the
temptation of the preacher is that he likes to preach on verse 28:
“Come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give
you rest.” It sounds so good to the ears. But verse 29 lays down a
very important demand, and preachers don’t like to mention
demands, even assuming that they understand what the demand is.
[ have in all my Christian life, over twenty years of it, never once, not
one single time heard a preacher preach on verse 29. But [ have
heard so many messages on verse 28. If you have ever heard a
preacher preach on verse 29, hang on to that man. He’s a good man.
He’s a man who is willing to preach the whole counsel of God, and
wants to tell you the whole truth.

So there are three things to do: Come, take, and learn. And I tell you
the whole truth in advance so that you don’t say, “Hey! The preacher
said come to him and I came to him but I never found the rest!” God
has opened the way for me to preach in God’s grace in various
countries, but it is pitiful to me that wherever I go, I find Christians
coming to me in distress, with burdens and problems, and saying, “I
came to Jesus but I didn’t find the rest, the joy, the power and all the
things the preacher promised to me.”
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[ ask you, “Do you find the satisfaction that is in Christ? Do you
really?” If you do, then you are one of the few happy ones in the
church. Do you really find the rest unto your soul? Do you find the
sweetness of fellowship with God? Do you find that whenever you
pray, God answers you and you have the joy of that fellowship in
answered prayer? Do you sense the power of the Christian life and
its fullness? If you do, then you are blessed. And if you do, then it
means that in God’s grace, you have done what the preacher did not
manage to tell you. It means that you have totally surrendered your
life to Christ, who has surrendered his life to God, because without
that, you would never have come into that rest. Here then we find
how much we need that rest.

It breaks my heart to see Christians in that sad condition, hungering
and thirsting as they do, like sheep that have not been fed. And this
is the reason why so often, I find it so hard to turn down the invita-
tions to go and preach. I don’t accept all invitations, but I do find it
hard to turn them down. It hurts me very much because I know just
how hungry they are.

When | preached in Winnipeg in June this year, they had one
complaint about me. They said, “You know, the trouble with your
messages is that they are too short. It's only 1-1/4 hours. Just as we
settle down, you say, “The message is finished.” Just as we were
drinking in the Word, the time is over.” I said, “I was only allotted 1-
1/4 hours. I was keeping to my time.” That shows the hunger of the
sheep. They want more. They don’t want the meeting to stop. One’s
heart goes out to them.

In the evening meeting, | was assigned twenty minutes to speak. |
said to my translator, “Okay, I will stick to twenty minutes.”

He said, “I beg of you one thing: Don’t preach for only twenty
minutes.”

I said, “That’s what I was told.”
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And he said, “No, that’s a mistake!”

[ said, “Well, how long am I supposed to preach then?”

So he said, “Let’s say, something like three hours!”
[ said, “You must be joking. I'm already worn out now.” But in the
conference, it was 1-1/4 hours without translation. So with
translation, it would have been nearly three hours.

Today, the church hungers for the Word of God. May God raise
people who are willing to expound the whole truth! Those who don’t
hunger for the Word don’t come, and [ would rather that they don'’t.

Three steps in discipleship

So there are three things we need to do: to come, to take and to learn.
One thing you will immediately discover when you look at these
three words, is that every one of these three words has to do with
discipleship. Unless you become a disciple of Christ, you will never
know what it is to have his rest. Those are the words of Jesus. I say
to you, it’s not enough that you become a Christian. It’s not enough
that you get baptized, and believe in Jesus and all the doctrines of the
church. Many preachers might tell you that is enough, but I tell you
on the authority of God’s Word that it isn’t enough.

And if you don’t believe me, just go out and practice it, and see
whether you know what is the “rest unto your souls.” I let the facts
speak for themselves. You will find in your own experience that you
simply don’t know the fullness of that satisfaction, rest and
refreshing in Christ. Only when you truly become a disciple will you
begin to know what it is, because the fullness of satisfaction, rest and
refreshing God has in store for you is much more than what you have
experienced.
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1. Come, follow Jesus

So the first word is “come.” It is Jesus’ call to us. We have all been
called. In the Bible, every true Christian has been called. It's not that
some people have been called and some haven’t been. There is only
one kind of calling in the Bible, and that is Jesus’ call to us to follow
him. All those in full-time training recently made a very detailed
study of this. Now “come” is used of discipleship and there are so
many references: Mark 1:17, 10:21 and so forth. In Mark 1:17, the
Lord Jesus says to the disciples, “Come after me.” If you are looking
at the Revised Standard Version, the word “come” is not translated;
it is translated as “follow.” In Mark 10:21, the Lord Jesus says to the
rich young man, “Come, follow me.”

2. Take on God’s yoke in Christ

The second word, “take” is again used of discipleship. For example,
Jesus says in Luke 9:23, “If any man would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” And we find
the same Greek word for “take” in both Luke 9:23 and Matthew
11:29.

If you look at a yoke, you will notice that the yoke is exactly in the
form of a cross. The yoke is made up of two bars of wood. One is
across the shoulder of the two animals in front, and the other piece
of wood goes trailing down to the ground, and at the end it has a
hook that ploughs into the ground. To take his yoke is in fact to take
up his cross. It is exactly the same thing. The word “yoke” is used
about 50 times in the Old Testament. And in the Old Testament, to
be under the yoke of that person or that nation metaphorically,
means to be under the authority of some person or nation. So the
prophets warned Israel that if you throw off God’s yoke, you are
going to come under the yoke of an oppressing nation. And that is
exactly what happened to Israel because they would not listen to the
prophets. They came under the heavy and cruel yoke of the
Babylonians and the Assyrians.
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In life, there is no question of your not being under any kind of yoke.
You are either under God'’s yoke, or you are under the yoke of sin. If
you think that you can live a life in total independence, under no
yoke, you have not really understood the situation. There is no
question of imagining you can be without a yoke, because there are
powers in this world that are greater than you or me. You can never
remain independent. The man who thinks that he lives under his
own yoke, that he is the boss of his own life is simply fooling himself.
There is no such person in the world. If you live under your own
yoke, it simply means that you are under the yoke of sin. So we read
in Romans Chapter 6, that you are either a slave of righteousness or
a slave of sin. There is no middle ground between the two.

To take on the yoke means three things to the Jews.

Live under the kingship of God

The first means to own the kingship of God in their lives.

In the Old Testament, to throw off God’s yoke is to reject his kingship.
You can see that Israel apostatized from God, who broke their yoke
to other gods, emptiness, and wickedness in Jeremiah 2:20,

“For long ago I broke your yoke and burst your bonds; but you
said, ‘I will not serve.”

A Jew took on the yoke, that is, the kingship of God in his life when
he made the declaration of what the Jews call the “Shema” in
Deuteronomy 6:4[N]B],

“Listen, Israel: Yahweh our God is the one, the only Yahweh. You
must love Yahweh your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your strength.”
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A Jew recited these words twice every day. And by this, he
committed himself to the kingship of God, that is, he will live under
God’s sovereignty.

Love God with all one’s heart, soul, strength and mind

Secondly, taking on the yoke was to love God with all one’s being -
one’s whole heart, soul, strength and mind.

Serve God

The third thing about taking on the yoke meant to serve God. We see
that also in Jeremiah 2:20.

My saying all this may sound a little technical to you, but I say this
for the benefit of those who want to know the evidence, so that they
know the exposition is founded on the Word of God, and not on my
expounding the Bible just any way I like. When Jesus said, “Take my
yoke upon you” to a Jew, he immediately understood these three
things. He understood first that Jesus becomes king in his life, just as
God is king in Jesus’ life. He knows secondly, that Jesus has a total
demand upon his life to imitate him to love God with all his heart and
soul, strength and mind. The third thing he understands is that from
now on, he lives to follow Jesus to serve God wholeheartedly.

[s that a heavy demand? If that demand is heavy to you, it's because
you did not understand what we talked about when we first began.
When we realize who it is that makes this demand, that it is Jesus in
whom God fully lived to manifest his great love to mankind, you will
realize that you could not give less. He gave everything. How can |
give only part? To give less than everything would be a total failure
to understand God’s love and Christ’s love. It would be rejecting
their love.
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3. Learn Jesus’ humility

And the third is to “learn.” The very word “disciple” means a learner.
And the Greek word for “disciple” in fact, comes from the very word
in Matthew 11:29, “to learn.” The disciple’s relation to Jesus was
always one of teacher and pupil. We find this for example, in
Matthew 10:24-25. And we see how they addressed the Lord Jesus
as “teacher,” for example, in Matthew 23:8, John 20:16. What do we
learn? “For I am meek and lowly of heart.” We learn his humility
from him. And you’ll ask, “How is he meek and lowly of heart?” He
humbled himself to die upon the cross. If that is not meekness then
[ don’t know what is.

So I say to you, the Lord Jesus has drawn out for you the path by
which you come to this fullness of life. If up to today, you have only
taken the first step to “come,” then you must understand you have
two more steps to go. And the majority of Christians have taken only
that first step. They have not yet taken the other two steps. If you
have not taken those two steps, then don’t go home today and kneel
down and say, “God, reveal to me your glory because I can’t see it.”
It’s futile. It's no use saying, “I've given 100% more offering; I've
given two dollars or four dollars” or whatever the amount. God
doesn’t want your money, he wants you. You have to take two more
steps.

If you can come to God today with this attitude and say, “God, my life
is wholly open to you. I am wholly open and willing to be taught, led,
and willing to take up your yoke to follow Jesus. Please reveal
yourself and the truth to me,” He will do it. If you come before God
unconditionally, you will begin to know his glory and power. Then
you will find the rest.

Men look for rest in vain

In this world, men are looking for rest, and so are many Christians,
but they cannot find this rest, this satisfaction. You are dissatisfied,
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so you are always searching, seeking, longing and hungering.
Without this rest, you are lost. The Lord Jesus says that those who
labor and are heavy laden carry the burden of sin. You read about
this burden, this “toil” in Genesis 3:17. And so this rest is a matter of
salvation, not just a higher phase of the Christian life. But if you don’t
have this rest, you are as pitiful as any non-Christian, maybe even
worse.

Just recently, [ was looking at some lines written by Lord Byron, the
famous English poet who died in the early part of last century. Here
are some of his lines that deeply touch me:

Count o’er the joys thine hours have seen,
Count o’er the days from anguish free,
And know whatever thou hast been,
T’'were something better not to be.

Count the joys you have experienced every day. Count the days you
have been free from anguish, free from that lack of satisfaction,
unhappiness that comes from having no rest. And whatever you
have been—whether you have been a king, or some great person in
this world—it would have been better that you never lived.

Byron himself was a lord in the House of Lords in Parliament. He was
simply speaking as a non-Christian, as someone who has tasted the
best the world has to offer and found it meaningless because the
emptiness of his heart could never be satisfied.

As Augustine used to say, “O God, thou hast made us for thyself, and
our souls are restless till we rest in thee.”

My lost dog

When I read of the feelings of Byron about life, it makes me think of
my little dog. I had a Pekingese Terrier, a small white dog with long
hair, and you wonder how it could ever see where it was going.
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Whenever I came home, this little dog jumped on me and gave me
such a welcome! You know how dogs are. But one day, I came home
and there was no dog to welcome me. I asked my mother what
happened to my dog. My mother said the dog went out into the
garden to play and it never came back again. It got lost!

With my little heart as a little boy, I thought about my dog wandering
upon the streets of that great city of Shanghai, frightened by the
noise of the big buses, the trams, squeezing through the legs of the
crowds, and probably being kicked by someone here and someone
there. And when night time came, it gets very cold in Shanghai, and
my dog would be freezing, shivering in the road corner. And when it
was getting hungry, there was nowhere to get any food. It was only
a small dog and it would be bitten by every big dog and have its back
torn open, and that has happened to it more than once. That is the
state of being lost.

My heart went out to my little dog, and I thought of the joy that it has
brought to me every time I came back from school. And I begin to
have an idea of what God feels towards us as lost sinners, how he
thinks that if only we were restored to him, we could enjoy the joy
and sweetness of fellowship with him. But he looks upon us and sees
us wandering out in the dark, freezing, shivering, hungry.

Every time I thought about my dog—that was not imagination but
absolute reality—I dared not think how my poor little dog would
have died in a few days’ time out there in the street. And I think that
as God considers us, his heart goes out to us. If you ask why did God
send Jesus into the world? Well, you have your answer there.

[ would have been willing to walk the streets of Shanghai until my
shoes fell off, with no food and nowhere to sleep, if only I could find
my little dog that I loved so much. The only trouble was I had no way
to find it. My resources were so limited. As a little boy, I would have
been pushed aside by people as I squeezed my way through the
crowd. It was fine with me if only I could find my dog. And I'm sure
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that if I had found my little dog, I would have said, “Come to me!”
And it would have rushed to me filled with joy! It would have gladly
yielded itself totally, unconditionally to me.

God was willing to come into this world, living in Christ, to look for
us lost sinners, wandering in the darkness of sin. And Jesus was
willing to walk in the streets of this world, to be spat upon, to be
rejected, to die the cruelest, humblest death on the cross to save us
from sin. Today in this passage, we find that God calls to us through
Jesus, “Come!” Don’t we recognize his call? If not, it's time that you
come to God and say, “God, I open my heart to you.” The reason you
don’t hear is because you have hardened your heart against him.
Unless you respond to Jesus’ call in these three steps: willing to come
to follow him to God, willing to take up the yoke with him to totally
yield to God'’s kingship, willing to learn his humility of obedience to
God, you will never hear his call. I pray that no one will miss the joy
of God'’s satisfaction, God’s rest that Jesus came to give us.
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