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The Syrophoenician Woman’s Faith 

Matthew 15:21-18 
 

by Pastor Eric Chang  
Montreal, July 15, 1979 

 

We will study Matthew 15:21-28 in the Word of God today. 

And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of 
Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman from that 
region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 
But he did not answer her a word.  

And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, 
for she is crying out after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
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But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” And 
he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and 
throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat 
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 

Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it 
done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed 
instantly. 

The Canaanite woman’s response shows her 
extraordinary attitude 
This passage concerns the Syrophoenician woman, a woman from 
the districts of Tyre and Sidon. In other words, she was a Gentile. Or 
as Mark puts it, she was a Canaanite, the people who were marked 
out for extermination because of their spiritual and moral 
corruption. Here was this Canaanite who turns out to be one of two 
people who the Lord Jesus says, “Greater faith than this I have not 
seen, not in Israel.” The two people the Lord Jesus gives the highest 
commendation for their faith both turn out to be Gentiles.  

Have you had that experience when you cried out for mercy and 
Jesus did not answer a word? What a heart-sinking feeling! “And his 
disciples came and begged him saying, ‘Send her away for she is crying 
after us.’” She was pestering them. She was constantly pursuing 
them giving them no peace, crying out for mercy. Jesus answered, “I 
was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” Jesus was not 
sent to minister to the Gentiles. He was sent only to the House of 
Israel. “But she came and knelt before him saying, ‘Lord, help me.’” 
It’s a strong “but” here. Whether he was sent to the Gentiles or not 
was not going to make the slightest difference as far as she was 
concerned. She was not concerned about theology, not even with 
whatever Jesus’ mission might have been. And Jesus answered, “It’s 
not fair to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” What 
a harsh answer it seemed to be! The “children” were Israel, the 
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“dogs” were the Gentiles. A more Jewish statement than that you 
cannot get.  

She could have stood up red in the face with anger and said, “So you 
also are a religious bigot! I thought more of you than that. I thought 
you were big-hearted. I thought such good things of you. But what 
did you turn out to be? Nothing but another Jewish, narrow-minded 
bigot!” Now we might have pardoned her if she had thought that 
way, wouldn’t we? Her reaction was amazing. She said, “Yes, Lord. 
Alright, I’m a dog. Yet, even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their master’s table.” Incredible faith! Only then did the Lord Jesus 
answer her, “O woman! Great is your faith! Be it done to you as you 
desire.” And her demon possessed daughter was healed instantly. 

She was rejected three times by the Lord Jesus, but 
she persisted 
Every time I read this passage, it challenges me and touches my 
heart. I wonder what I would have done in that situation. I wonder 
too, what you would have done in that situation. Jesus doesn’t 
answer her at all to begin with. Not a word! After you heard in church 
that God is kind and merciful, that he sent Christ Jesus to die for 
man’s sin, and reconcile us to God when we repent, have you prayed 
and God doesn’t answer? He doesn’t seem to take notice of your 
existence! And you say, “God, if that’s the way you are, I’m not going 
to see you again. I thought you were merciful and kind, but you don’t 
even answer me! If someone didn’t answer me, I would say it was 
bad manners; but you don’t even have the common courtesy. If you 
don’t want to answer me, just say no. But you don’t even say a word 
to me!” However, for this woman, she persists even though Jesus 
does not answer her. It’s incredible that she doesn’t leave!  

Jesus has already not answered her, and what he went on to say 
seemed as though he was to add insult to injury. You would have 
thought after that long silence she was going to hear something good 
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but what does she hear? She hears something bad! She only hears 
those words, “It’s not fair. It’s not right to take the bread from the 
children and give it to the dogs.” He is saying, “You are a Gentile, and 
in the eyes of the Jews, you are among the dogs.” Now that is the end! 
The woman could say, “We don’t have to have any conversation. If 
you don’t answer me that is bad enough, but calling me a dog like the 
Jews do is not kindness. That’s not what a rabbi should say. No! I 
don’t accept this!” Maybe you and I would have responded exactly 
like that. Be honest. Isn’t that how you would respond? I have met a 
lot of people who say, “I’ve prayed but God never answered me, so I 
quit!” And we sympathize. He did not answer, so surely, you have a 
right to quit. But remember one thing. You are the loser not he. I 
never cease to be amazed at this woman. 

I have mentioned this Syrophoenician woman in my preaching from 
time to time, because she never ceases to astonish me. I always say 
that in the kingdom of God, those seated at the highest place won’t 
necessarily be renowned preachers or pastors or myself, who will 
likely be at the other end of the table. Instead, it could be a woman 
who isn’t even Jewish or a respected Gentile, but a Canaanite. She 
doesn’t have a wonderful family, but a demon-possessed daughter. 
She is only a woman, not an intellectual, but a nobody of this society 
who cannot boast a degree.  

The Lord Jesus says to her, “Woman, your faith is truly extraordi-
nary, unlike any I have seen before. Let it be done for you just as you 
wish!” When you have faith like this, you can receive what you ask 
for! I pray to God that I may have faith like this.  

God loves spiritual tenacity 
Today, what I would like to analyze with you is, what is the nature of 
great faith in God’s eyes? There is “little faith,” and how many times 
did the Lord Jesus say to his disciples, “O man of little faith.” On Jesus’ 
words alone, this Syrophoenician woman takes a place in God’s eyes 
higher than the twelve apostles. He had to repeatedly say to the 
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twelve apostles, “men of little faith,” but he said to this woman, 
“Great is your faith!” Do you see what I mean by at the highest place 
in the kingdom of God, there will sit not twelve apostles, the great 
preachers, the great theologians, the professors of theology (who I 
suspect will sit so far away from God), but this woman, this nobody? 
And I pray to God that I may not be too far away! Somehow, I might 
be somewhere near there by His grace.  

What made this woman’s faith great? Please begin by noticing that 
she was truly insignificant, a fact I’ve emphasized so far. She ranked 
somewhat with the Samaritan woman. According to the Jewish law, 
the Mishnah in those days, women were ranked legally in a category 
comparable to that of children and slaves. In the Jewish society, 
women of that time were considered of little importance. If they ever 
entered a synagogue at all, they didn’t sit with the men, but had to 
sit behind a screen. When I was officiating the wedding of a Jewish 
brother, some sisters were going to sing, I asked this brother 
whether the singing of women would be objectionable in the eyes of 
his family and relatives, since I did not know his family background. 
Seeing that they were not all that orthodox, he said that it wouldn’t 
matter.  

Women had no legal status in Jewish society. Their status was that 
of children and slaves, yet a Jewish woman might have had some 
respectability. Gentiles were despised enough, but if you were a 
Roman, at least you might still have some status. But she was a 
Canaanite woman. She was despised in the eyes of the Jews. 

If that was not enough for her, she had a daughter, not a son. This 
daughter was demon-possessed! What was she or her family doing 
that the child was demon-possessed? Children are not normally 
demon-possessed unless the father or someone in the family was 
dabbling in spiritism. This gives an indication of the moral and 
spiritual standing of that family. It is very low down spiritually and 
socially. This woman, a nobody of this world, comes to seek Jesus, 
who is the Son of David, the Son of Yahweh God. 
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Three times rejected, yet three times she called 
Jesus “Lord” 
What I would like you to notice is that three times in this passage, 
she addresses the Lord Jesus as “Lord”: “Lord, help me,” “Lord, have 
mercy upon me,” “Yes Lord” (verses 22, 25, 27). Three times she 
comes to Jesus, who to her is not a faith healer, or some kind of savior 
who can help her in this way or another, but is Lord. This “Lord” is 
not merely a courtesy title because she addresses Jesus as “Son of 
David” in verse 22. “O Lord, Son of David.” Anyone who is familiar 
with the Bible knows that “Son of David” is a kingly title. David was 
the king of Israel, so “Son of David” is king. And “Son of David” is a 
Messianic title, the king Messiah. She who lived close enough to 
Israel had learned quite a few things about the Messiah of Israel. She 
recognized Jesus as the king Messiah, and duly addressed him with 
the Jewish title of “Son of David,” king, Messiah, and as “Lord.”  

Those words reveal that she heard, did quite a bit of thinking, drew 
some conclusions, and then she made a decision on the basis of what 
she had heard. The decision was that this Jesus, walking around like 
some ordinary rabbi, was the Son of David, that he was the promised 
king Messiah from the line of David. And going further than that, she 
accepted him as her Lord, and cried out, “Lord, Son of David, be 
merciful to me!” This simple woman has taken so many steps. Never 
despise simple people because Jesus does not despise them. Never 
value people according to their academic attainments or social 
standing, for among the nobodies of this world, there are precious 
gems very dear to the heart of God, like this woman.  

1. First step in faith: Draw conclusions and make 
decisions from them 
Therefore, we can learn that the first step in faith is to draw certain 
conclusions from what you hear and make decisions. Don’t just draw 
conclusions but make certain decisions on the basis of what you 
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hear. Is Jesus truly your Lord today? Can you say, “He is Lord”? “Do 
you recognize in him the promised Messianic king? And are you able 
to apply this into your everyday life? Many people have all their faith 
in their heads, but this woman not only had faith in her head and 
heart, but now in the critical situation relating to her daughter, she 
was able to apply that faith into her situation. She thought, “Since 
Jesus is the Messianic king who will bring salvation, then I can do 
something with that faith. I can go to him and say, ‘Lord, Son of 
David, you are the promised Messiah, the one who brings hope to the 
hopeless, salvation to the lost, have regard for my miserable estate.’”  

That is exactly what she did. She went to Jesus. It’s no use having a 
faith in Jesus and staying a thousand miles away from him. How 
often have you come to him and applied that faith, if you have any 
faith to apply?  

2. She humbly knelt before him 
Then notice her humility. She came before Jesus in Matthew 15:25 
and knelt down before him. Notice her humble attitude to the Lord. 
The proud get nothing from the Lord. He doesn’t so much as look at 
you if you are proud. Come humbly before him. Her attitude is 
immediately evident. Let me repeat again, the greatness of her faith 
was not only that she heard, and heard attentively, but that she drew 
conclusions, and she made a decision on the basis of what she heard. 
And having made this decision, she approached Jesus.  

Notice in what way this woman of great faith draws near. She knelt 
down before Jesus. She humbled herself before him. Notice also at 
what point did she kneel before Jesus? This was after she got no 
reply from him, and then got a second rejection, a “no” from him: “I 
am not sent to you. I am sent to the house of Israel.” It is so easy to 
come and kneel down before Jesus when everything is still going 
fine, but very difficult at this point when Jesus seems to have rejected 
her.  
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We might have been willing to kneel down to Jesus as long as he 
treated us with a certain measure of respect. But she had not re-
ceived treatment of respect. She was ignored the first time, rejected 
the second, and yet, she knelt down before Jesus! 

If she had still remained standing, that would have been quite 
something. If she had managed to remain standing, that would have 
been remarkable. She could say, “I haven’t left yet. At least I’m still 
standing here.” But no, she kneels down before Jesus, not for her 
own sake but for her daughter’s sake. She kneels down before Jesus 
in verse 25 and said, “Lord, help me.” She did not make a speech. I 
guess by this time, when she has had two rejections, it’s very hard to 
think of very much to say. Haven’t you been through that before 
when God seems to be silent, in fact, he seems to have rejected you, 
so you have nothing much left to say? Her whole prayer consists of 
three words in English: “Lord, help me.” In the Greek, it is only two 
words. This is truly remarkable! 

3. She remained kneeling even after Jesus classed 
her as “dog” 
As though two rejections were not enough, there comes yet the third 
insulting rejection: Jesus’ answer described her as being among the 
dogs, and the bread doesn’t go to dogs, it goes to children. Even after 
three rejections, which would be more than what most people could 
have stomached, she remained kneeling before Jesus. What a 
woman!  

Notice the interesting structure. Although she has been rejected 
three times, she still addresses him as “Lord” three times. What a 
faith! Can you still say “Lord,” when he seems to say no to you? This 
woman This woman deeply moves and touches my heart.  

The third rejection seems to be even more final than before: “It’s not 
right to take bread from the children and give it to dogs.” Does she 
put up an argument? Does she say, “You are insulting me. Christians 
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don’t behave like this”? Her answer is quite simply, “Yes Lord, you 
don’t take bread and give it to dogs. How true it is.” Can you stand 
the third rejection? It’s time our righteous indignation is arising to 
say, “Jesus shouldn’t behave like this. It is absolutely impossible! You 
don’t treat a suffering woman like this!” But what did she say? She 
said, “Yes Lord, but will you spare me a few crumbs? After all, the 
dogs get a few crumbs. A few crumbs for me please.” O woman! O 
woman! And the Lord Jesus said, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it 
done to you as you desire. You’ve received the answer to your 
pleading.” 

She totally believed that Jesus could heal her 
daughter 
Where is the greatness of her faith? Was her faith great because she 
believed that Jesus, the Messiah king could heal her daughter with 
God’s power? You remember that crowds came to Jesus to be healed. 
They all believed that Jesus could heal them. It’s not the acme of faith 
if she believed that Jesus could heal her daughter. Jesus did not 
describe that as great faith. Do you believe that Jesus has the power 
of God to heal? Maybe you believe it in theory, but not so much in 
practice. It’s pitiful how little is our faith. I wonder how many of you 
do believe that God can heal today, and he will heal. Do you believe 
it? I am sure you all believe it in theory. I wonder when it comes to 
the practice, when it’s your daughter or son who is sick, do you 
believe God can do it? I wonder.  

When I was in China, and I went around with that great servant of 
God, Yang Zhi Jie, I also believed in theory that God could heal cancer, 
stomach ulcers and all kinds of illness. I believed in theory as 
certainly as you do, that God can do all these things. But in practice, 
let’s be honest, do you believe it? To whom do you turn when you 
get sick? To God? I doubt it. God doesn’t heal in the Twentieth 
Century, does he? He used to heal in the First Century. But this is the 
Twentieth Century. In any case, you don’t need God in the Twentieth 
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Century. Medicine is advanced, who needs God? Do you believe God 
can heal? In theory maybe, but I doubt it in practice. So does your 
faith match up to that of the Canaanite woman? I wonder how great 
is your faith.  

I was talking about Yang Zhi Jie. I remember the shame I felt when I 
went to his meetings. He was not a faith healer, but as he laid hands 
upon the sick and prayed for them, amazing things happened. 
Cancers were cured, and I mean cured, not just a remission. Stomach 
ulcers of 24 years, disappeared overnight. This and that disease, too 
many to mention, were all cured. Demon-possessed people were 
healed. I believed that in theory, but when I saw these people healed 
before my own eyes, I must say that the feeling is different. I 
immediately felt a sense of shame, because I immediately realized 
that up to that point I had believed in my mind, but the very fact that 
I was so astonished indicated that I had not really believed in 
practice. I had not really believed because if I had, I wouldn’t have 
been that amazed; I would have expected it. You are not amazed by 
the things you expect. And the very fact that I did not expect it 
showed that I had only believed in theory, not in practice.  

The greatness of her faith is: Cleave to the Lord 
Was this woman’s faith great because she believed in practice that 
Jesus could heal her daughter? If we have not even attained to that 
level, how do we compare to this woman? She believed not only in 
practice but in fact, that Jesus could heal. What do you think was the 
greatness of her faith? We think the greatness of faith means 
believing that God can do all things, but that is not the greatness of 
faith here at all. The greatness of faith consisted in what? I think 
perhaps we can put it into one Old Testament word: “cleave.” Cleave 
to God.  

I have been studying the way this Hebrew word meaning “to cleave” 
is used in the Old Testament. It is a very remarkable word, cleave to 
Yahweh your God. I don’t know whether she knew it or not, she was 
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fulfilling this Old Testament teaching concerning cleaving to Yahweh 
God.  

To cleave to a person means that you don’t let go whatever happens. 
She certainly did that. She hung on to Jesus, the Messiah of Yahweh 
God. No matter what happened, she would not let go. That is what is 
remarkable about faith. If you have faith that cleaves as this woman 
cleaves, then your faith is a great faith.  

I have seen how weak faith is. You cannot be in the pastorate very 
long before you see how weak the faith of most people is. They turn 
away from God when they have the slightest problem or run into 
some difficulty. They have never understood what it means to cleave 
to God.  

Study of “cleave to God”  
I was surprised to discover how frequently this term is used in the 
Old Testament. In fact, it is the word used in marriage. The word is 
used in Genesis 2:24:  

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold 
fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.  

How do the man and his wife become one? The man leaves his father 
and his mother and cleaves to his wife. “Cleave” is a word of power; 
it basically means stick to.  

This same word is applied to our relationship with God. This word 
in Genesis 2:24 in Hebrew is translated into Greek, and is quoted 
three times and referred to once in the New Testament, a total of 
four times. (Mt. 19:5, Mk. 10:7, Eph. 5:31, Ac. 5:36) So this Greek 
word points to our relationship with God. Although it is a different 
Greek word in 1 Corinthians 6:17, it expresses the meaning of 
“cleave.” I find this verse very precious and I often quote it: “He who 
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joins himself to the Lord becomes one with him.” He who cleaves to 
God becomes one with him.  

Nevertheless, as I studied this verse, a new insight emerged to me. 
Who becomes one with the Lord? It is not just any Christian becomes 
one with God, but he who cleaves to God becomes one with him. Just 
like the husband who cleaves to his wife, having left father and 
mother, thrown in everything and given himself completely to her, 
totally committed to her, becomes one with her. As I study the Old 
Testament, it’s amazing to realize that this is the kind of relationship 
that God wanted to establish with his people. This is the kind of 
relationship he wants with you and with me. He doesn’t want any-
thing less than that. I have often spoken of it as total commitment, 
and the Old Testament equivalent is found in this word “cleave.” 

God commands his people, Israel to cleave to him 
Deuteronomy 10:20, speaking to Israel, “You shall serve Yahweh 
your God and cleave to him.” That is what God required of Israel. You 
do not just believe in him, that you are his people, but you shall 
cleave to Yahweh your God and serve him. Cleaving to him involves 
serving him.  

Moses says to Israel, “You shall do Yahweh God’s commands. You 
shall walk in his ways loving him and cleaving to him. Then Yahweh 
will drive out all these nations before you who are stronger than 
you” (cf. Deut. 11:22-23). In other words, spiritual victory comes 
through cleaving to Yahweh. 

Deuteronomy 13:4. “You shall walk after Yahweh your God and fear 
him. Keep his commandments and obey his voice. And you shall 
serve him and cleave to him.” Do you see what cleaving to him in-
volves? It means walking with God, fearing him, that is, worshipping 
him, respecting him, keeping his commandments, obeying his voice, 
serving him. So you shall cleave to Yahweh your God, stick to him, be 
inseparable from him.  
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Deuteronomy 30:20a [NJB] says,  

In the love of Yahweh your God, obeying his voice cleaving to 
him; for in this your life consists.  

How will you have eternal life? By believing in Jesus? Surely, 
depending on what you mean by believing in Jesus. Today, this word 
“believe” in Jesus,” as you all know, has been watered down until I 
don’t even know what it means anymore. Do you know what it 
means? It usually simply means believing and accepting that he died 
for you and things of this sort. That is not what the Bible means by 
believing. Believe in Jesus means you are following him, obeying his 
teaching, and imitating him to cleave to his God and Father, all the 
days of your life.  

Are you cleaving to God? If you are not cleaving to God, then if you 
think you are saved, I don’t know what you are basing your hopes on 
for eternal life, because what God required even of his people, Israel 
in the Old Testament, was that they cleave to him. And this is in the 
Law, in the book of Deuteronomy.  

We find the same in Joshua 22:5 [NJB].  

Obey the commandments of the Lord. Love Yahweh your God, 
and to walk in all his ways, and to cleave to him and serve him 
with all your heart and with all your soul.  

I would like you to notice this word “all his ways.” This is total 
commitment! Do you want to hear about total commitment in the 
Old Testament? There it is! Walk in all God’s ways, cleave to him, and 
serve him with all your heart, with all your soul. There is nothing 
half-hearted about the Old Testament teaching of salvation either. 
Partially committed people are unknown in the Bible, whether in the 
Old Testament or in the New. The Bible only knows of totally 
committed people. If you wish to be found in the path of life, make 
sure that you cleave to God with this total commitment.  
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Cleave to God and experience “one against a 
thousand”! 
Joshua 23:8 says,  

“but you shall cleave to Yahweh your God as you have done to 
this day.”  

The Jews at that time did cleave to Yahweh God, and his power was 
working with them. Notice what happens when you cleave to God in 
verse 10: “One man puts to flight a thousand”! One against a 
thousand and you win. That is called the triumphant, the victorious 
Christian life. That is what I want to see in the church today. One is 
almost ashamed to call oneself a Christian in these days, because of 
all these defeated, miserable Christians. Don’t you feel like that 
sometimes? Christians are defeated, miserable, always with prob-
lems. And those of us who are pastors, are forever terrified by such 
people in the church. They phone you today with this problem; they 
phone you tomorrow with another problem; and they go from one 
problem to the next. They are forever defeated by whatever prob-
lem. They fall over every banana peel. But if you keep falling over 
banana peels, over the slightest thing, how are you ever going to 
stand? Joshua 23:10 says, 

One man of yours puts to flight a thousand, since it is Yahweh 
your God who fights for you, as he promised you.”  

One against a thousand, and you will not only win, you will drive 
them away, you will conquer.  

It reminds us of Revelation which often speaks of “to him who 
conquers.” (Rev. 2:17) One against one is already something, and if 
your kungfu is good, you can still win one against three. I had a co-
worker in England who knew kungfu, and he fought one against four 
when he was attacked, and drove all four of them off. That is quite 
something! Can you imagine one against a thousand and still drive 
them off? One against a thousand is some kungfu! Bruce Lee cannot 
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fight against a thousand. Not even David’s mighty men could claim 
to be one against a thousand. But to him who cleaves to God, his 
power so works in such a man that as the triumphant Christian 
marches forward, the enemy retreats. There is no contest. The 
power is overwhelming. Isn’t that the kind of Christian that we 
should be? Exciting Christians!  

What kind of Christians are we making today? What the Bible 
requires of Israel in the Old Testament, of Christians in the New 
Testament, are people who cleave to their God. There was no way 
Ruth would leave. Ruth was also a Gentile. As you know, she became 
the grandmother of David, and ancestor of Jesus the Messiah, 
because she cleaved to God by cleaving to Naomi, her mother-in-law, 
saying, “Your God will be my God. Where you die I will die, and there 
will I be buried.” (cf. Ruth 1:16b-17) 

Hezekiah: a king who cleaved to God  
In the Old Testament, there is a king who stands out, who is unique 
among the kings of Israel, King Hezekiah. In 2 Kings 18:5 it is said 
that there was no king of Judah like Hezekiah. There was none before 
him (and that seemed to include David), there was no king after him 
like Hezekiah. Why was there no king like Hezekiah? 2 Kings 18:6 
tells us it’s because he followed Yahweh God, and cleaved to him all 
the days of his life. He cleaved to God! Now Hezekiah was not 
particularly distinguished for his ability according to human stan-
dards. Hezekiah was not exactly the greatest of kings. But spiritually, 
the Bible gives him a very high place because he cleaved to Yahweh 
his God. And there was no king of Judah like him before or after.  

Many know that one of the greatest miracles in history occurred in 
the reign of Hezekiah (2 Ki. 19). That is when the mighty Assyrian 
army came up against Jerusalem and surrounded Jerusalem, Israel 
was in a desperate condition. But Hezekiah cleaved to Yahweh his 
God. He looked out from the walls of Jerusalem and saw the mighty 
army of Assyria against which no nation in the world could stand. 
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That army that swept away every power and every nation was 
standing at the walls of Jerusalem demanding his surrender. And 
Hezekiah cleaved to Yahweh his God. “Lord, we are no match for this 
army. They are as the sand of the sea for multitudes. Their swords-
manship is incomparable. Their military technique is invincible.” 
The Assyrian army was the fear and the dread of the world. What 
could tiny Israel do against the might of Assyria? What could they 
do? But Hezekiah cleaved to Yahweh his God, and God did exactly 
what he promised. Without Israel raising a sword against Assyria, 
without an Israeli soldier drawing his arrow against the mighty 
Assyrian army, God wiped it out. The plague hit the Assyrian camp. 
In that amazing morning, when he got up and looked out, what was 
left of the Assyrian army had fled! The other part of the Assyrian 
army was strewn over the field, dead. They were struck dead by the 
plague of God! The rest had run for their lives, leaving behind their 
tents and military equipment. They had come face to face with God. 
Why? Because of one man who cleaved to Yahweh his God, Hezekiah! 
Do you see what it means to cleave to God in the face of a hopeless 
situation? This is something so beautiful! 

Elisha cleaved to Elijah and became the great 
prophet of God 
The prophet Elisha cleaved to Elijah three times. Before Elijah was 
caught up to God, three times he said to Elisha, “You are my disciple 
but go, I acquit you of your obligations as a disciple; you don’t have 
to serve me anymore” (2 Ki. 2:1-6). As you know, a disciple followed 
his teacher around, and served him as a personal slave. And now, 
Elijah gave him his freedom. But Elisha says, “As Yahweh lives, and 
as you live, I shall not leave you.” “As Yahweh lives,” is an oath in the 
Bible. He took an oath. He said, “As surely as God lives and as surely 
you live, my teacher, I will not leave you.” And two more times Elijah 
tried to dismiss Elisha; twice more Elisha refused and said, “As 
Yahweh lives, I swear I will not leave you.” He stuck to Elijah like glue 
and there was no way Elijah could get rid of him. What was the result 
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of that? Elisha became a great spiritual man of God. That great 
prophet of God succeeded Elijah. Had Elisha not cleaved to Elijah as 
he did, he would never have become the great prophet that he was. 
Like Ruth, he also had learned the secret of cleaving, of that total 
commitment to God.  

Jeremiah and the Parable of the Waistcloth  
There is one verse in Jeremiah that really speaks to me, and that is 
Jeremiah 13:11. Jeremiah is told by God to give a prophetic parable, 
and you can call it the Parable of the Waistcloth. A waistcloth 
resembles a Scottish kilt, a skirt that is wrapped around and fastened 
with a buckle. In ancient times, people wore a skirt-like garment 
known as a waistcloth, secured with a belt, also known as a girdle. 
These articles of clothing could be called by the same Hebrew term, 
waistcloth. Therefore, the Hebrew word for waistcloth could refer to 
either the cloth belt or girdle, or the garment that was wrapped 
around the waist like a skirt. 

God told Jeremiah to take a waistcloth and bury it, and later take out. 
When he dug out that waistcloth, it was ruined. And God said to 
Jeremiah, likewise, Israel has been ruined like this waistcloth that 
was buried by the Euphrates. But what was the point of this parable? 
God makes this point specific in Jeremiah 13:11. KJV and NKJV 
translate the word as “cleave.”] 

For as the waistcloth clings (cleaves) to the loins of man, so I 
made the whole of house of Israel and the whole house of Judah 
cling to me,” says the Lord God, “that they might be for me a 
people, a name, a praise and a glory. But they would not listen.”  

He wanted Israel to be like a waistcloth, clinging to him like a girdle, 
cleaving to him, sticking to him. What a wonderful picture! 

How do you become a people of God? By becoming God’s waistcloth, 
by cleaving to him. “That they might not only be my people but a 



18 
 

name that represents me, a praise and a glory” (cf. Jer. 13:11). How 
do you become a praise and a glory to God, a name representing 
God? By becoming his waistcloth cleaving to him. But alas, the last 
sentence is what breaks our hearts regarding Israel. “But they would 
not listen.” They would not become the waistcloth. They would not 
cleave to the Lord their God. The Jews were willing to believe, and 
still believe in God, but they would not cleave to him.  

Now I don’t doubt that you also believe in God. If you didn’t, you 
wouldn’t be here today. But I am not concerned about whether or 
not you believe in God, whether or not you are a Christian of some 
sort. My question is: Do you cleave to God, or aren’t you obeying 
God? If you don’t cleave to God, you won’t be his people. That is what 
the Bible says, not what I say. The Jews were a chosen people, but 
they were still not God’s people in fact. “That they might be for me a 
people” means that they were supposed to be God’s people, but they 
did not become his people because they did not cling to him. They 
also did not become his people who carry his name, or a praise and 
a glory to God. Are you cleaving to God? This Syrophoenician woman 
had learned to cleave to God. Therefore, she became a praise and a 
glory for God, and furthermore, she became his people who carry his 
name.  

The Lord Jesus addressed the Canaanite woman 
respectfully: “Woman” 
Notice the way the Lord Jesus addresses the Syrophoenician woman: 
“O woman.” Did you know that this expression, “O woman” is an 
expression of honor and respect? Many people do not seem to know 
that. “O woman” is a very respectful term. Jesus addresses this no-
body, this Canaanite with the words “O woman.” What a wonderful 
picture! 

When you study the New Testament, you will realize this was the 
title by which he addressed his own mother. Twice he addressed his 
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mother by this respectful title, “O woman,” in John 2:4, and again at 
the cross in John 19:26. In the Bible, the address, “woman,” is a title 
of respect and honor. She had commanded even the respect and 
honor of Jesus. Jesus honors her with the same title that he addresses 
his own mother. Isn’t that beautiful? That really touches my heart.  

“Who is my mother, my brother, my sister but he who does the will 
of God?” (Mt. 12:48-50). This Canaanite woman has done God’s will, 
and Jesus is willing to address her with the same title as he addresses 
his own mother. “Woman, great is thy faith.” Those final words are 
very important: “Be it done to you as you desire.” 

Have you experienced God’s lovingkindness?  
Is there something that you have desired, you have longed for? Have 
you ever prayed to God for it? He who cleaves to the Lord his God 
will not only be victorious and triumphant in the Christian life, will 
not only become the people of God, a praise and a glory in this world, 
but he will also get whatever his heart desires. Whatever! I did not 
say the word “whatever,” but Jesus said in John 14:14, “Whatever 
you ask shall be granted to you.”  

I have found his Word true in my own experience, imperfect as my 
cleaving to God is. I have found in my own experience that he who 
trusts in God shall never be put to shame, never be disappointed. I 
have been overwhelmed with his lovingkindness. Have you 
experienced God’s lovingkindness? Have you experienced his 
faithfulness? Even sometimes, he seems to say no at first, and you 
stick it through, and he still says no, and you still stick it through. 
And the third time he is still saying no, and you still stick it through, 
then he says yes. It’s amazing! He grants you the desire of your heart 
when you cleave. Therefore, cleave to Yahweh your God!  

I don’t know what is the point of being a Christian if you are not 
prepared to cleave to God. If you don’t cleave to God, you will never 
know what it means to be walking with the living God. And if you 
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don’t know what it means to experience God’s lovingkindness in 
walking with him, what is the point of being a Christian? I have 
bluntly said many times, if that is the case, don’t be a Christian 
anymore. Just pack it in! Don’t go to church anymore. Let’s be clear 
cut. Don’t mess about. Trust in God and cleave to him, or forget the 
whole matter! I don’t understand what is the point of hanging in 
between. But when you cleave to the Lord your God, stick to him. 
You are going to experience wonders and miracles time and again. I 
have shared with some of you the miracles I have experienced. And 
some people ask me, “What’s your secret?” It’s almost embarrassing 
when I tell you what the secret is, because the secret is so simple. It 
is simply cleaving to Yahweh your God, and then you will experience 
miracle after miracle. And people say, “What’s with you? Why do you 
experience all these miracles and I don’t?” And my answer is 
embarrassingly simple. The only thing I have ever done is to cleave 
to God and so be one with him, by his grace, and I experience the 
lovingkindness of God down to the smallest details so that my heart 
is overflowing with thanksgiving! 

God showed me his lovingkindness by granting my 
desire 
Let me close with one example which happened within the last two 
days. And sometimes, the example is so trivial that even the example 
is embarrassing. I want to tell you about my watch. I bought a very 
cheap watch in Hong Kong in 1973. You can see it doesn’t look 
expensive. It’s not gold; it’s just black, a cheap watch. Lately, it has 
joined the racing business so that I’m not very sure what is the exact 
time; it seems to get faster and faster all the time. I suppose this is 
quite good in the world we live in, because we are always trying to 
break records of speed. And when it comes to that, I’m sure my 
watch is well qualified for winning records of time-breaking speed, 
because I seem to be gaining something like ten minutes a week. I’m 
never too sure what my time actually is the following week.  
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So lately, I shopped around for another watch. And Helen has been 
very patient with me because she knows me. I am exceedingly slow 
about buying things. I look at an item and I decide that it’s too expen-
sive. So weeks and weeks go by, and I still haven’t bought anything. 
I keep looking but I never buy. I must be one of the most difficult 
customers because anyone trying to sell me something has a hard 
time. They are probably saying, “This guy has come here about 
twenty times but he hasn’t bought anything yet!”  

So I was looking at this watch and thought, “Why not wait until it 
packs up?” Well, the wrist band is beginning to pack up. It’s getting 
cracked inside so maybe one of these days it will drop off my wrist, 
and I will have to go and buy a watch. The funny thing about this 
wristband is that you cannot buy one like this around here. It is made 
in a very strange way so that you can only use a special kind of band. 
So I thought, “Perhaps I should wait till it drops off, or maybe I 
should buy another type that has a calculator on top, and it also gives 
the time as well. In hot weather, I don’t like wearing something on 
my wrist, so I could just pull it out of my pocket and check the time. 
What’s more, I could have an alarm and a calculator with the watch. 
It seems to me I will get the most for my $60 or $70, or whatever it’s 
going to cost. That would be ideal! So I kept looking at the shop 
window and kept thinking about it. And I think that some two or 
three months must have passed since I looked at the shop windows. 
Meanwhile, Helen has already given up wondering when I was ever 
going to buy this watch. I haven’t bought anything, not to this day.  

A brother, John, came to visit, and yesterday he said, “Margaret 
wanted me to give you something, and I’ve brought it.” What was it? 
Well, it was the watch that also had a calculator and an alarm! Isn’t 
that incredible? That’s incredible! I am sure none of you ever knew I 
was looking around for this, let alone Margaret in Macau. And what 
do I get? I get exactly, but exactly the very thing that I had in mind! I 
am sure that John did not know a thing about it. Isn’t that incredi-
ble?! That is what I mean by the lovingkindness of God.  
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Had I gone out and bought that watch, I would have been in a very 
awkward situation of having two similar watches, and I wouldn’t 
know what to do with the other one. Even worse, I would have 
wasted God’s money. Despite waiting for many months and being 
tempted by several sales, I still didn’t buy it. You know how in 
Canada, there’s always a sale with 20% or 30% discounts, trying to 
pull money out of your pocket. Yet, I didn’t give in to any of those 
temptations. Then, lo and behold, our brother John comes and 
delivers exactly what I had in mind, sent by our sister Margaret! I 
couldn’t have added one item to it. I could only say, “God, your 
lovingkindness amazes me!”  

To begin with, I never expected Margaret to ask John to bring any-
thing at all. But out of the one-thousand-and-one things she could 
have chosen, she gave me the one item that had been on my mind 
and that I truly needed. “Be it granted unto you as you have desired.”  

I have cited this because that is just the latest of incidents. 
Throughout the years of walking with God, I have experienced his 
hand incredibly. He looks into your heart, knows what you need, and 
grants you what you have desired. A sister shared once in the prayer 
meeting, and she quoted from Psalm 37:4 [NJB],  

Delight yourself in Yahweh and he will grant you the desires of 
your heart  

It’s so true! God is the living God and I’m struck by this incident 
because I suddenly realize that he has looked into my heart and seen 
my desire. He has also looked at my need and considered it 
justifiable, and he has granted it. It is incredible! Walking with God 
is truly amazing! I have experienced this as I said, for some 26 years. 
Not one word of his promises has failed.  

I don’t follow God because he grants me watches with calculators 
and alarms on them. Don’t get me wrong. Oh no! I don’t follow God 
because of that. Those are the kind of mercies that come along the 
way. I have had my difficult times, and by God’s grace, like this 
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Syrophoenician woman, I have also clung to God although in a much 
lesser way than her, as I would not dare to compare myself with this 
remarkable person. I have cleaved to him. Many times, when I was 
penniless; when everybody seemed to be against me and I seemed 
to be standing alone; when the world seemed to be collapsing 
around; when the answer seems to be no, but I cleaved to Yahweh 
my God and how wonderful it has been!  

Understand the secret of faith—Cleave to God—
Know spiritual victory 
So I beg of you, understand this secret of faith. What is the secret of 
a great faith? We can believe that God can do miracles, heal, provide, 
but to cleave to Yahweh your God when the answer seems to be no, 
and again no, and a third time no, and you still cling to him. Just like 
Elisha, who was told to leave three times, but three times he refused 
to go: “As the Lord lives, I shall not leave you.” If you have that kind 
of faith, you will know what spiritual victory is. You will know what 
is to be God’s people. You will know what is to walk with God, and 
know the joy of his presence! 
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