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And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, 
kneeling before him, said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he 
is an epileptic and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the 
fire, and often into the water. And I brought him to your 
disciples, and they could not heal him.”  

And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how 
long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring 
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him here to me.” And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out 
of him, and the boy was healed instantly.  

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could 
we not cast it out?”  

He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to 
you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say 
to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, 
and nothing will be impossible for you. 21 [NKJ] “However, this 
kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”  

(Matthew 17:14-21) 

 
 

e come to this incident in Matthew 17:14-21, which 
immediately follows the transfiguration of the Lord Jesus 

before three of his disciples. It took place when the Lord Jesus was 
coming down from Mt. Hermon, where his transfiguration took 
place. It is called a “high mountain” as it is the only high mountain in 
the northern mountain range of Hermon.  

We must object to the translation of this word as “epileptic” for two 
reasons: one is because the content here speaks about demon 
possession and not about epilepsy; the other is that it is not at all to 
be assumed that epilepsy is synonymous with demon possession. 
This would be an entirely mistaken conclusion.  

The parallel passages to this are Mark 9:14-29 (which gives the 
account in great detail) and Luke 9:37-43. We will focus on Luke 
9:42-43a as verse 43a has to do with this exposition:  

 While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and 
convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed 
the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were asto-
nished at the majesty of God.  

W 
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Notice that an unclean spirit and a demon are synonymous, as we 
know from other places in Scripture.  

The context concerns becoming a disciple – take the 
path of the cross 
Let us look back at the connection of this passage to its context. We 
have expounded in detail in Matthew 16:24 onwards where the Lord 
Jesus said,  

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me.”  

Here the Lord Jesus preached on the cross, showing the absolute 
essential that if any man would follow him in this generation, he 
must be prepared to lose everything including his own life in the 
process.  

Then we expounded on the last verse of this passage,  

“Truly, I say to you, that there are some standing here who will 
not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.”  

We saw that these words applied to the promise of an eternal life to 
those who took up the cross and followed him.  

Therefore, you can see that the path to life leads through the “Via 
Dolorosa,” the way of the cross, the path of suffering. You do not 
come to life except through the narrow gate as the Lord Jesus said, 
“Choose the narrow gate because the way that leads to life goes 
through a narrow road and a narrow gate.” (cf. Mt. 7:13-14) 

Let no one tell you otherwise: entering into life is not easy, because 
that is what the Lord Jesus said. It is easy to regard oneself as saved 
in this generation. The preachers strive to make it even easier than 



4 
 

we could think by offering all kinds of sugar-coated pills for us to 
swallow.  

But the Lord Jesus speaks these words with uncompromising 
truthfulness. There is no way that you can reach eternal life except 
through the narrow gate and the narrow path. Anyone who tells you 
differently does not speak the truth. His motive may be to make 
more converts, to have more hands raised up at a rally. Whatever his 
motive may be, and how sincerely he may think he is doing God’s 
work—it’s not for us to question anyone’s motives—we must preach 
God’s Word as the Lord Jesus spoke it. It’s not for us to dilute it, to 
suit anyone’s taste. If it doesn’t happen to suit anyone’s taste, there 
is nothing I can do about it. I don’t have the right to sugar-coat it, to 
make it more palatable for you to swallow. It is a hard road. It is 
worth it but it’s hard.  

Then in Luke 14, the Lord Jesus told those who were listening to him, 
to go and count the cost of discipleship. Don’t let any preacher 
pressurize you to quickly raise your hands and make a decision by 
any kind of gimmicks. The Lord Jesus says, “Go away and think about 
the cost” in Luke chapter 14. “If you feel that you cannot face the cost; 
if you think you are going to start building this building but you 
cannot finish it; if you think that you cannot win the war, don’t even 
consider it. Just surrender to the world. Just give up the whole 
project.”  

That honesty of the Lord Jesus speaks to my heart. I have no patience 
for those, whatever their motives, who try to make converts by 
pressure tactics, by high-powered salesmanship and other means 
which are far from honest. We must be truthful in presenting 
matters which pertain particularly to eternal life and death. 
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The Lord Jesus takes the path of the cross, so must 
his disciples  
The Lord Jesus begins to walk towards the path of the cross. From 
Matthew 16 onwards, he declared to his disciples that he would die. 
That was a shock for them to hear. When they heard this, it hit them 
like a thunderbolt. “Jesus will die? We thought that he was bringing 
in the kingdom.” What they did not know was that he would bring in 
the kingdom through his death.  

The Lord Jesus told them that because he is going to die, they must 
take up their cross and follow him, otherwise they are not going to 
go where he is going. And how can you be a disciple when the Lord 
Jesus walks this way and you walk the other way? That is not 
discipleship. Discipleship means to follow after the person. If he goes 
to the cross, you go to the cross. That is why he says, “Take up your 
cross and follow me otherwise you just cannot be my disciple, not 
because I don’t want you but because you are not going to be able to 
stand the kind of pressures and difficulties that are going to face the 
true Christian.”  

I say “true Christian”! I have pointed out elsewhere there is a 
“Christianity” which can rightly be called opium, a “Christianity” 
which is simply there to make you feel good, to give you a shot in the 
arm. That kind of Christianity is not the one that the Lord Jesus 
preached nor is it the one that I propose to preach. I am not going to 
be a purveyor of any kind of opium, whether it be spiritual or any 
other kind; and because “spiritual opium” is not more acceptable. 
There is a kind of people who have just enough Christianity as a reli-
gion to make themselves feel good, but apart from that, they behave 
as selfishly, self-centeredly, and arrogantly as any non-Christian, and 
I would venture to say, even worse than many non-Christians. If this 
is the effect of “religious opium,” let’s forget about religion. The 
world has enough poisons without our adding one more to it.  
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I am speaking bluntly in the way that the Lord Jesus would have us 
understand that Christianity is not an opium that just makes you feel 
good whenever you need a shot in the arm. It is a call to battle. We 
are to go into battle, and in battle we suffer wounds, you may lose 
your loved ones, or you may lose your own life in the process.  

And as in 2 Timothy 2:4, “a soldier does not get entangled in civilian 
pursuits,” that is, you buy your own house, and live in your own 
comfort. Soldiers haven’t got time for this. When the call comes, they 
shoulder their weapons and go forth to battle. They may never come 
home again. That is the kind of call that Paul tells Timothy about. “Be 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” (2 Tim. 2:3) This is not opium for 
those who just want to have a nice time, just to have a spiritual shot 
in the arm.  

True Christianity doesn’t work as opium. It is a call to fight for 
righteousness and truth. It is a call to the struggle for the liberation 
of mankind precisely from greed and selfishness that a certain kind 
of religion would have us come back to. It’s not simply: “We feel good 
that we belong to ‘the elect of God.’ We are a class to ourselves and 
we don’t talk to all these wretched sinners. Maybe God might have 
pity upon them. Maybe I will look upon them with condescension.” 
This kind of arrogance is intolerable in God’s sight. 

Before Jesus died, God glorified him on a high 
mountain 
The Lord Jesus is heading towards the cross, which is very clearly 
stated in Luke 9:31 where Moses and Elijah are speaking to the Lord 
Jesus about his “exodus,” his death, which the ESV and RSV trans-
lates as “departure,” again, somewhat losing the force of the original. 
There, the word literally in the Greek is exodus and would have been 
very nicely transliterated simply as “exodus,” his departure, his 
death. Since the Lord Jesus has now revealed to his disciples he is 
about to die, he is glorified by God on a high mountain (Mt. 17:1).  
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This point has much to do with our exegesis today. The Father 
glorifies the Lord Jesus in the Transfiguration. It is very important 
for us to understand the passive in the original, when it says that the 
Lord Jesus “was transfigured.” The English also has the passive, “was 
transfigured.” The “was” is not just a past tense, it is there to indicate 
a passive which does not come out as well in the English as in the 
original. The point of it being passive means that God glorified him. 
He did not transfigure himself on the mountain. He did not just 
suddenly decide to display his glory for the sake of impressing his 
disciples or whatever was the purpose of that. The point to 
remember about the Transfiguration in Matthew 17 and all the 
parallel passages is that God transfigured him as he was in prayer.  

Notice, he was praying and God transfigured him. God clothed him 
with his divine glory. God caused his glory to come upon him in such 
a way that the glory shone out from the Lord Jesus. Rather, as we 
read in John 12:28, the voice of God says, “I have glorified my name 
and I will glorify it again.” “I have glorified My name”? When? This is 
a particular example of where God glorifies the Lord Jesus on a high 
mountain. He glorifies him by transfiguring him so that the Lord 
Jesus is clothed with the eternal glory of God. The Lord Jesus did not 
grab the glory and put it on himself. No, the Lord Jesus did not glorify 
himself here, but the Father glorified him.  

Who are the people that the Father glorifies? They are precisely the 
people who do not seek their own glory. As the Lord Jesus says, “I 
don’t seek glory for myself” (Jo. 8:50), which is more than can be said 
for many Christians. The Lord Jesus does not seek recognition. When 
the crowds wanted to make him king, he would not hear of it. But the 
Father, God glorifies him and he is transfigured before the disciples 
with an eternal glory. 

The path of the cross is the path of glory and power 
I would like you to observe the connection between Jesus’ being 
glorified by God and his death on the cross. As he prepares himself 
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in prayer, what did he pray for particularly? You will see time and 
again, that a central theme of the Lord Jesus’ thinking and prayer 
was concerning his sacrifice, his impending death upon the cross. 
This was the goal towards which his whole life was set. He set his 
face towards this goal of dying in Jerusalem, to be a sacrifice for our 
sins. As he prayed, and as his thoughts were directed towards his 
death, there appears Elijah and Moses to discuss with him this very 
subject, his death, his exodus, as we saw in Luke 9:31. That is 
wonderful!  

We must understand something very clearly as Christians—which 
Christians today don’t clearly understand—the path of glory, the 
path of power is the path of the cross. The Lord Jesus is not only our 
sacrifice, but he is also our example. He set this example before us. 
We are called to take up our cross and follow him, because this is the 
path of glory, and the path of power.  

The disciples had no power, just as Christians today 
have no power 
Once we have noted all this, we are prepared to consider our passage 
today in Matthew 17:14-21. I would particularly like to concentrate 
on these words in verse 17 where the Lord Jesus speaks to the peo-
ple present, and that includes his disciples. “O faithless and perverse 
generation!” Listen to the Lord Jesus’ tone. Those seem to be very 
strong words. Why do these words include the disciples?  

 
The father has just said, “I brought my son to your disciples but they 
could not heal him. They haven’t got the power. They couldn’t do 
anything about him.” That speaks to us very much. We are a 
generation of powerless Christians. The average Christian cannot 
accomplish anything. We cannot do anything without power, and 
you will soon discover that if you think knowledge will do it. We live 
in a generation that places knowledge on such a pedestal that we 
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think that knowledge is the key to everything. In Scripture, the key 
does not lie in knowledge but in power. When Paul said to the arro-
gant Corinthians, “When I come to you, I shall not look at your words, 
your knowledge, but I shall see what kind of power you have.” (1 Cor. 
4:19) The spiritual life hinges on power. That is essential.  

Knowledge is important, but inadequate to deal with 
spiritual powers 
This is not to say that knowledge is unimportant, don’t get me 
wrong. Knowledge is important, but knowledge alone is inadequate 
when it comes to dealing with power, because in the spiritual life, as 
Paul says, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against 
principalities and powers, spiritual wickedness in high places.” (Eph. 
6:12) Are you going to talk them out of doing with your enormous 
knowledge?  

Do you say to Satan, “Sit down. I have a Ph.D. in theology. I’m going 
to have a debate with you. If you lose the argument, you quit, all 
right?”  

Let me tell you, Satan will argue rings around you long before you 
get anywhere! He knows more about the Bible and theology than any 
professor of theology does. Or all the professors of theology put 
together would not win an argument against him. He was not even 
afraid to quote Scripture to the Lord Jesus at the temptation, saying, 
“It is written here….” He is telling the Lord Jesus what is written in 
the Bible! Such was his confidence in his knowledge of the Bible. And 
he did not misquote, contrary to what some commentators suggest. 
If you check it, his quotation was very accurate. He knows his Bible 
very well and he is not about to let the Lord Jesus fly back at him and 
say, “Sorry, misquotation! That will not do! Read it again!” He was 
not going to have himself played down like this. Oh no! Don’t think 
that you can win spiritual battles with knowledge. Don’t think you 
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can present your seminary diploma and say, “Look at which 
university I came from.” That is not going to impress Satan one iota.  

We need to have power to deal with powers of 
opposition 
You need to have power to deal with power. What do you think the 
disciples could do and say to this demon that possessed this boy? 
“No, you must be reasonable. This is not the way to treat a harmless 
little boy. You should behave yourself in a more respectable 
manner.” And probably the demon will say, “Sorry! I’ll leave. I’ll look 
for some other victim who is more worthy of my exploits.” This is 
ridiculous, isn’t it? If I put it like this, you can see immediately what 
I mean when I say that you cannot win spiritual battles with 
knowledge. You cannot win it like that. You must have the power to 
deal with the enemy – the power to wrestle with the world, sin, the 
flesh, and Satan. How can you wrestle with these things?  

Let me tell you that some of those who live the most defeated 
Christian lives are precisely people like us who come out of 
seminaries and Bible colleges. I have to include myself. After all, that 
was also where I have wandered in and out of. I have discovered that 
knowledge does not give me any kind of victory. I know the facts, but 
I cannot win the battle, because what wins the battle is the power.  

Therefore, we must ask this vital question: Why don’t we have 
power? We cannot win the battle. In Matthew 10, when the Lord 
Jesus sent his disciples out to preach the gospel, they had been 
entrusted with a certain measure of power to cast out demons and 
heal the sick. But now they were stumped when confronted with this 
case. You can see the pathetic picture. There was this father who 
brought his demon-possessed boy to the disciples, and there were 
the disciples who said, “Out! Out! Out! Out!” And there was the 
demon who was saying, “Yeah? Try again!” So the disciples would 
say, “I say out in the name of Jesus! Out!” But it was useless.  
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The father is looking on at the scene: the boy is still there; the demon 
is still there, and nothing is accomplished. It’s not hard for us to 
imagine the picture. The father has had enough of this. His heart was 
already beginning to sink. Finally, he is relieved to see the Lord Jesus, 
who had gone up to the mount of transfiguration with three disci-
ples! He must have thought: “There is the Lord Jesus coming down! 
There is hope! You disciples had better stand back, seeing that you 
can’t do anything. We’d better call the master himself.”  

I wonder sometimes, when we look at this whole situation in the 
world today with evil advancing on all fronts, and there is the impo-
tent church. Christians are trying to exorcise evil, trying to fight the 
battle, and there is Satan smiling at them. The demon is smiling at 
these disciples, and they can’t do a thing about it. They said to the 
Lord Jesus, “Why could we not cast it out?” I am sure that they tried 
their very, very best, but nothing worked. 

The disciples were faithless and perverse, like the 
Israelites  
Now the Lord Jesus comes on the scene, and the first observation 
that particularly struck me are his words: “O faithless and perverse 
generation!” What do these words say to us? Surely, from these 
words it’s quite obvious that the Lord Jesus expected his disciples to 
be able to do it, but they couldn’t. There is no point rebuking them if 
they were not expected to do it in the first place. I’m sure that there 
is nothing so saddening to the heart of the Lord Jesus, that having 
taught his disciples for so long, and they were now coming to the end 
of their period of training, and soon, he was about to be offered up 
on the cross for the sins of the world, but they still could not cast out 
the demon. “O, faithless and perverse generation!” When they asked, 
“Why couldn’t we cast him out?”, the Lord Jesus tells them, “Because 
of your little faith (verse 20). It can be seen in his answer that he 
included them among the faithless. You lack faith! Insofar as you lack 
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faith, you belong to this generation which is unbelieving, lacking in 
faith.” 

We should also particularly note that the Israelites were spoken of 
as a perverse and unbelieving generation in the Song of Moses in 
Deuteronomy 32:5, 20. Moses says to them that they were a per-
verse and unbelieving generation because even though they saw the 
works of God, the Rock, they still did not believe. So God was deeply 
disappointed with them. Deuteronomy 32:4 says:  

The Rock, his work is perfect. For all his ways are justice. A God 
of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.”  

“Faithfulness and without iniquity” is exactly the opposite of 
“perverse…in whom is no faithfulness.”  

Then verse 5 says,  

They have dealt corruptly with God. They are no longer his 
children because of their blemish. They are a perverse and 
crooked generation.  

And verse 20 says,  

And God said, “I will hide my face from them. I will see what 
their end will be. For they are a perverse generation, children in 
whom is no faithfulness.” 

“Perverse and faithless” describe the Israelites, God’s children in 
Deuteronomy 32:5 and 20! But they are no longer his children in so 
far as they are faithless and perverse. John 1:12 tells us that it is 
through faith we are given the right to be the sons of God. 
Deuteronomy 32:4 is very interesting exegetically, precisely because 
Matthew 16:18 also speaks about the rock, so that you see the 
connection between them. The Israelites, God’s people are not faith-
ful to their God, the Rock. Then, Deuteronomy 32:18-19 say that the 
Israelites were born of that Rock, so they must share in that same 
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faithful, rock-like or divine nature of God if they are truly his 
children. Instead, they have been perverse, faithless, and not just and 
upright.  

These words are clearly addressed to the Israel of Jesus’ day. But the 
Lord Jesus was very disappointed insofar as the disciples themselves 
were faithless and not walking in God’s way. “Perverse” means not 
walking in God’s way, but walking in your own way.  

If the disciples could not liberate mankind from 
Satan, who else could?  
This leads to the second observation in the next sentence that strikes 
me: The Lord Jesus said, “How long am I to be with you?” What do 
these words say to you? What is the point of that statement? The 
point of the statement must be quite apparent to us. It is this: “You 
depend on me to cast out this demon, to deliver you from the power 
of the Evil One. If you are depending on me to do it, and I’m about to 
go to the cross, to go on “exodus,” what happens when I’m not here 
anymore? Then who is going to work for the liberation of mankind? 
How long am I going to be with you?”  

Furthermore, the implication is also that if the disciples are not 
going to do it when the Lord Jesus is gone, no one is going to do it. If 
we are not going to be able to deliver mankind from the power of 
evil and the power of sin, who in this generation is going to do this? 
To whom has the Lord Jesus entrusted this work of being the salt of 
the earth, the light of the world? Who is going to work for the 
liberation of mankind?  

God saves us so that we can save others, not 
ourselves 
It is in the light of this reality that the selfishness of so many 
Christians is even more unintelligible. We are satisfied just to secure 
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our own salvation without realizing that “he who would save his life 
will lose it; but he who loses his life for my sake and the kingdom’s, 
shall find it unto eternal life” applies to Christians as well, doesn’t it? 
We think that those words apply to non-Christians. That principle is 
an eternal principle. If you are concerned only for your own salva-
tion, to save your own life, beware lest in the very selfishness of 
wanting to save your own life, whether it be physically or spiritually, 
you will lose it in that very process. Instead, in the process of living 
for others, of working for the liberation of mankind, of losing your 
life for Christ and the kingdom, you will gain it.  

The Lord Jesus will not condone selfishness even though you profess 
you are a Christian, that you have faith in God. Is it more spiritual 
because we are now spiritually selfish in the sense that we care only 
for our own salvation? Is it more commendable than a selfishness 
that only looks for one’s material wellbeing? Where is the distinction 
in that kind of selfishness where after all, in both cases, you are just 
living for yourself and congratulating yourself that you are saved, 
you are superior to all these sinners, these wretched people who 
wander around on the street? Let us remember that this kind of 
thinking is utterly unacceptable to the Lord Jesus!  

We must learn to deny our self, and that is why the Lord Jesus calls 
us to take up the cross, because to take up the cross inevitably means 
that you can no longer live for yourself. What did Christ go to the 
cross to do? To save himself? Certainly not! What shall we go to the 
cross to do? We would want to save ourselves from the cross so that 
we don’t go on the cross! But the Lord calls us precisely to do what 
he did. As Peter says, he left us an example that we should follow in 
his steps. (1 Pet. 2:21) What were his steps? His steps were to lay 
down his life for mankind. And if we have “the mind of Christ” that 
Paul speaks about, then clearly, we must think in that same way. Is 
the “mind of Christ” to save myself? To save my own spiritual skin?  

But we have a “Christianity” that is full of unbelievably selfish 
people, who think that they are particularly superior because they 
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have their seats reserved for them in heaven. It is revolting! I don’t 
wish to be a part of this kind of Christianity. I pray that God might 
deliver me from this sort of Christianity, a Christianity that is selfish 
but wears a “religious mask” in its selfishness. It’s unbearable! I 
think all of us have met “Christians” of one sort or another who 
congratulate themselves solely that they belong to the elect. There 
are few people who are more arrogant than these people, who 
profess to be “people of God” in this generation. Let us bear well in 
mind the words of the Lord Jesus: “He that would save his own life 
will lose it” – in any sense of the word “life” you like to use. 

How to have power in the spiritual life? 
If we are going to live for the welfare and for the redemption of 
mankind, we need power! How shall we function in this generation 
without power? Do you have the key to power? Do you know how to 
function with spiritual power? How many men of power do you 
know in this generation? It seems that someone took the key of 
power and threw it away. We don’t seem to know how to get to 
power anymore. Yet the path to power is incredibly simple to 
understand and incredibly difficult to practice. It lies not in the 
difficulty of understanding, but in practice.  

What is the path to power? I have already given you the indication. 
The Lord Jesus was clothed with God’s glory, God’s power – because 
glory and power go together in Scripture. You can never separate the 
one from the other. A powerless Christian is a Christian without 
glory. A Christian who can manifest the glory of God is a Christian 
who has the power of God. You don’t have any kind of radiance, any 
kind of glory without power. It is power that produces the glory, the 
light.  

The Lord Jesus manifested the glory and power of God on the mount 
of transfiguration. When he comes down, he just says a word and 
this person is delivered. It just seems so unbelievably easy. In the 
Mark account in Mark 9:26, we are told that when the evil spirit had 
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convulsed him, he was lying there as dead, the people said, “He’s 
dead!”, the Lord Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and 
he arose. Perhaps the Lord Jesus said, “Stand up and walk,” and he 
gets up. One quiet word of power! Power does not consist of how 
loud your voice is. Power is God’s life-giving energy as it operates 
through you. This is what we lack.  

The way to power is the path of the cross – Self-
giving love 
Then how did Jesus have power? The reason is Jesus was going on 
the path of the cross. The way to power is the way of the cross. The 
reason we have so little power today is because few people want to 
walk the path of the cross. If Christianity consists of people taking in 
spiritual opium in order to make themselves feel good, how can they 
have power? Have you seen drug addicts strong and energetic? We 
all know the picture of drug addicts: face pinched in, thin, weak. 
Drugs don’t give you strength. If you treat Christianity as a drug, you 
will get weaker and weaker. By the end of your days, it’s a question 
of how much longer you can survive; it’s not going from strength to 
strength. No, the path of the cross is the path to power! 

What do we mean by the path of the cross? It is the pathway of self-
giving love. We are called to take up the cross means we are called to 
a life of self-giving love. And the one thing we don’t want to give is 
self, therefore, we are left without power. It’s easy to understand but 
hard to practice. That is where the problem is. It is relatively easy to 
have faith of one sort or another, but it’s hard to have the kind of 
faith that the Lord Jesus talks about.  

I have exercised faith in many ways as I have shared with many of 
you. I have exercised faith when it comes to trusting God for the 
supply of my needs. For years, through all my studies in England, I 
trusted in God entirely to supply my needs, trusting in no man. I do 
have this kind of faith, by his grace. I also have the faith that God had 
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granted to me, seeing the sick being healed although I am not a faith 
healer. Cerebral hemorrhage was restored, cancers were restored. 
God has been pleased to work all these healings through me in some 
small measure too. It seems to me that to have faith of this kind is far 
easier. Why? Because it doesn’t necessarily involve any self-giving. 
You can have faith to that kind of extent.  

But in my experience, I find it far more difficult—I must confess my 
failure, my inadequacy, my weakness—when it comes to loving 
others as Christ loves them; to love one another and be prepared to 
lay down one’s life for one another. I confess before God that many 
times, I have not been what I ought to be. Here I will boast not in my 
strength, rather I confess my weakness. Like all of us, I need to 
continue to press on in the path of self-giving love, laying down one’s 
life for others, because that is the pathway to life, it is the pathway 
to power. We must live not just for ourselves but for others.  

God only entrusts his power to people who have 
self-giving love 
Can you practice this kind of self-giving love? That is what the 
disciples were called to, but because they had not practiced this self-
giving love up to this stage, they discovered that they did not have 
the power. God does not entrust his power to people who do not 
love. It’s too dangerous to entrust power to people who don’t love. 
What will they do with it? Imagine you can say to the mountain, 
“Move!” and the mountain moves off! It’s too easy to think, “Oh, I am 
fantastic! I’m near to being the Almighty himself!” Or “I must be at 
least God’s most favored servant that I can say to the mountain to 
move and it moves!” Only when you have self-giving love do you 
have the necessary humility to cope with this kind of power. Only so 
will you rightly use this kind of power, not for your personal and 
selfish interests.  
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There are many faith healers today. I am not impressed with faith 
healers as some people seem to be, perhaps because God has used 
me in some small measure too to do these things. I know it does not 
require all that much faith to do it. Once they begin to get people 
healed, the next thing is the donations start coming in, and the next 
thing is they are building monuments to themselves. Suddenly, they 
are building universities in their own name, they are building this 
and that organization in their own name. You would have thought 
that they would have at least enough modesty to name these 
institutions or universities after some name that glorifies God, but 
they are not averse to calling these colleges and universities by their 
own name! This bothers me!  

As the Lord Jesus said, “If any man comes in his own name, you 
receive him. But because I don’t come in my own name, I come in my 
Father’s name, you don’t receive me.” (cf. Jo. 5:43) The only kind of 
person who receives him is the person who already has this 
openness to God’s love, who doesn’t glorify himself, rather he lets 
God manifest his power.  

A vital principle: Walk in self-sacrificing love to walk 
in power 
Let us learn this tremendously important principle, which is easy to 
understand, hard to practice. Would you walk in the path of power? 
Would you? Then try walking in the path of love. The point is that it 
takes tremendous faith to love. If you had faith, you would move 
mountains, but you don’t have faith because you don’t have love. Why? 
Because it takes enormous faith to love.  

Let me tell you honestly, you just cannot love without faith, because 
love is giving yourself. Who wants to lose himself in the process? The 
Lord Jesus says, “He who loses his life will gain it.” There is no 
evidence that you are going to gain life yet. So you have to lose it 
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without seeing whether you are going to gain it or not. That is faith. 
How do you know you will gain life? You may lose your life.  

I am preaching the gospel, and I have lost my life as far as this world’s 
career is concerned. I have lost my life as far as the material wealth 
I could have gained if I had worked in a secular profession. And I 
might lose my life quite physically in the future, to be killed for the 
name of God. After all, one or two people have already attempted to 
kill me, so my candidacy for this should be quite good in the long 
term.  

I say it takes tremendous faith to love. Why should I speak the truth 
and have people hate and slander me with false accusations? Why 
do I do this? What is my gain? I get no material gain whatever for 
this unless I have the faith that I will have eternal life in losing my 
life, my material wellbeing, even if necessary, my reputation. What 
assurance do I have that when I have lost everything, and I have lost 
my life in the process, that I will have life eternal? Not unless I have 
faith in the Lord Jesus’ words as in Matthew 5:11,  

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.” 

Preachers say, “It costs you nothing”, so that people 
believe readily 
Ah! It’s easy to believe when it costs you nothing, isn’t it? When the 
preacher simply says, “Whoever will raise his hand, come forward.” 
When you have come forward and sign on the dotted line, they will 
proclaim, “Hallelujah! You are saved!” What did it cost you? 
Absolutely nothing! What is the risk? Nothing!  

As a preacher once said, “Well, by not believing, you might lose 
everything. By believing, you lose absolutely nothing!” Marvelous 
Christianity! You can’t lose on a bet like that! If you offered me a lot-
tery ticket which could win a million dollars, I would say, “Sure, I’ll 
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take it! It doesn’t cost me anything and I might win a million dollars. 
If I don’t win a million dollars, I haven’t lost anything anyway. Either 
way, it’s all right.”  

So being a Christian is a sort of guarantee, an “eternal life insurance 
policy”! And I got this eternal life insurance policy free of charge. If I 
had to pay $200 a month I would think about it, but I have no 
objection since I got the eternal life insurance policy free of charge. I 
would have died anyway, but hallelujah! I got eternal life into the 
bargain!  

What kind of Christianity is this? I don’t find it in the Bible. Someone 
must have read a different Bible from mine. I don’t know where they 
get this kind of Christianity. It’s very easy to quote Scriptural verses 
out of their contexts and say, “That’s what it says.” What about the 
other passages? Don’t they require quoting? Of course not! That is 
why in this generation, nobody wants to listen to the teaching of 
Jesus because taking up the cross is so difficult. Preachers look for 
select passages in Paul and that will do just nice.  

It takes tremendous faith to obey the command to 
love  
We are only fooling ourselves. We don’t get away with this. Let me 
say it again: It takes great faith to love. We are called to a life of love 
because the Lord Jesus gave us only one commandment: “This is the 
commandment that I give to you that you love one another as I have 
loved you.” (Jo. 13:34; 15:12) That is his command, and how will you 
be saved if you disobey him? As we know from Hebrews 5:9, “he 
became the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.” 
Faith is expressed in obedience, and obedience is expressed precise-
ly in obeying the command to love. Let me say it one more time, it 
takes tremendous faith to love.  
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Pursue love, and you will have God’s great power  
If you have the faith to love, you will have the faith to move 
mountains. That is the point of this passage. All this teaching of the 
Lord Jesus is linked together. How many Christians in the church 
today love in the way God commands? If you can count them on the 
fingers of one hand, you are doing quite well. How many people have 
power in this generation? It will be the same people because you 
cannot have one without the other. Would to God that he will enable 
us by his grace, to have the faith to love! And when you progress on 
the pathway to love, you are going to experience his power.  

This is exactly what Paul says in case you think that I was saying this 
of my own authority. Let us read 1 Corinthians 12:28-31 to get the 
whole context: 

And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 
helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mira-
cles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? 
Do all interpret? But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will 
show you a still more excellent way. 

Here Paul has spoken of all kinds of gifts of power. Do all exercise 
apostolic authority? Do you all speak the Word of God with power? 
Can you expound the Word of God with clarity?  

The list of rhetorical questions means that the answers to all of these 
are no. Then how can we have these gifts? He said you should desire 
these gifts of power. Why? So that you may minister to others in the 
church of God, not that you can say, “Look, how powerful I am!” But 
how do we get these gifts? Verse 31 says: “And I will show you a more 
excellent way.” This comparative of the Greek always takes the place 
of the superlative. There is no superlative in Greek. The comparative 
means, “I will show you the greatest way, the best way.”  
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What is the way for? It is the way to get these particular gifts: this 
power from God to do his work. What is the way? The way is the path 
of love. That is where 1 Corinthians 13 comes in. We constantly read 
1 Corinthians 13 at weddings but quite out of its context. The context 
of 1 Corinthians 13 has to do with spiritual power within the 
churches, a power which is used to bring blessing and benefit one to 
another. What is the way to power? What is this perfect, this excel-
lent way? It is the way of love. You walk along that way, the apostle 
Paul says, and you will have these gifts of power entrusted to you. So 
he goes on to say in Chapter 14:1, “Therefore earnestly desire love” – 
pursue love. Therefore the path to power is very easy to understand. 
Would to God that he will give us the grace to help us in our 
weakness, that we may have the faith to love because not only does 
power depend on it but also life itself. 

What mountains are to be moved? There is marvelous richness and 
depth in the Lord Jesus’ teaching about moving mountains. After all, 
who needs to move mountains? What does it matter if Mount Royal 
is in downtown Montreal or not? I don’t have to ship Mount Royal 
away in order that we have our service here. Mount Royal doesn’t 
get in our way at all. When the Lord Jesus speaks about moving 
mountains, he speaks figuratively of great power.  

However, we must notice the word, “You will say to this mountain.” 
We must not just say that you will have faith to move mountains, but 
“this mountain.” We will need to examine what the Lord Jesus means 
by the depth and richness of his words next time.  

Today, let us just bear one thing in mind because any type of 
mountains will be irrelevant to us unless we know that it takes great 
faith to move mountains, because it takes great faith above all things 
to love. Would that God give us the grace to have this faith!  
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