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You Can Say No to God 

“How often would I have gathered you together” 

Matthew 23:37(-24:2); Luke 21:24-27 
 

by Pastor Eric Chang  
Montreal, August 09, 1981 

 

s we turn to study the Lord’s teaching today, we will turn to 
Matthew 23:37(- 24:2), and then we shall turn to Luke 21:24-

27.  

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gath-
ered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings, and you would not!  

A 
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See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not 
see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’” 

Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples 
came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. But he 
answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to 
you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will 
not be thrown down.” 

What is God’s attitude to mankind and Christians?  
We have already expounded the other sections in previous mes-
sages. Today, I would like to focus our attention in the first part of 
this message only on verse 37:  

“How often would I have gathered your children together as a 
hen gathers her brood under her wings and you would not.”  

Notice particularly the words, “and you would not.” From this, I 
would particularly like to expound on God’s way in dealing with us: 
God’s attitude to mankind in general, to us in particular. How does 
he deal with us?  

Here destruction is coming upon Jerusalem. The Lord Jesus says, “I 
would like to have gathered you as a hen gathers its chicks under its 
wings.” As the story goes, the barn in a farm caught fire, and when 
the barn had burned down completely, they found the mother hen 
still sheltering its chicks under its wings. The mother hen had been 
burned to death but some of the chicks were still alive. The hen had 
safeguarded its chicks at the cost of its own life. It could have fled 
perhaps, but it was too late, and the safety of its chicks was a greater 
concern to the hen than its own safety.  

It is also a well-known picture that when a hen sees a hawk circling 
overhead in the sky, it immediately calls its chicks under its wings 
and protects them there. So what happens if those chicks were not 
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under its wings, they would have been devoured by the hawk. In the 
same way, the Lord Jesus said, “I would have gathered you under my 
wings but you would not.”  

We can say no to God: Our submission to God’s 
authority is voluntary 
Why wouldn’t we? Here I would like to stress the voluntary nature 
of our commitment to God’s call and God’s authority. If we don’t treat 
God as our authority and protector by obeying Christ whom he sent, 
just as the chick doesn’t regard the hen as its mother, as having any 
authority to call it to safety, it would not come. The Lord Jesus 
changes this imagery in John Chapter 10 to that of a shepherd and 
his sheep. The shepherd has authority over his sheep, but that de-
pends on whether the sheep recognize his voice. “My sheep hear my 
voice,” the Lord Jesus says, “and those who are not my sheep don’t 
hear.”  

The word “hear,” has a double meaning in the Greek, very much as 
in Chinese. “聽話” can mean to listen, or it can mean to obey. It’s the 
same in Greek, to hear means to listen and also to obey. To hear the 
Lord Jesus’ voice doesn’t mean that your ear drum is vibrating. It 
means much more than that. It means that you obey his voice.  

You can hear my voice speaking to you the words of the Lord Jesus, 
but you may not obey. You don’t respond merely to me but to the 
message that comes from him. If you don’t accept that what I am 
saying to you is Christ’s teaching of God’s message, you definitely 
don’t respond. You will say, “This pastor is a man, why should I listen 
to him?” Yes, you don’t need to listen to me. But if you recognize that 
the message is from God, and I am merely passing it on, you will 
respond to that message, and your response will always be 
voluntary. This is a very important principle.  

How does God’s authority, his Word, his call come to us today? You 
don’t hear thunder speaking to you. You hear his Word coming 
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through people, therefore you must discern for yourself, is that 
God’s Word or is that merely a man’s word? It’s very important to 
discern. If you think that I am simply saying this of my own opinion, 
then your opinion is as good as mine, and quite rightly so. You don’t 
have to accept my opinion. However, if while you are listening, you 
see that I am simply passing on a message of eternal life, and you say, 
“That message sounds genuine; it has the ring of truth,” then you are 
faced with a decision: shall I respond to it or shall I not? And you may 
choose not to. This is a very important point concerning divine 
authority as it functions in this particular generation, in the time in 
which we now live.  

We must clearly understand the nature of this authority. God is so 
great. He has the authority over us as our Creator and he has the 
authority over us as our Redeemer, who bought us with a price 
namely, the blood of his Son. He has two-fold authority over us, and 
yet, he doesn’t press that authority upon us by some external means. 
We may respond or reject that authority on a purely voluntary basis. 
We can say no to God. That is the amazing thing! I want you to bear 
this deeply in mind.  

You and I, being simply dust of the earth, our body is simply a col-
lection of some chemicals that can be weighed on a scale, and there 
is not that much either. We may weigh a hundred some pounds, and 
if we were paid by weight in terms of the chemicals of which we are 
composed, we would not be worth that much. Yet we, being puny 
people that we are, can say, “No” to almighty God! You can say, “No” 
to God! That is amazing! How can God allow us to say, “No” to him? 
That is the point that we must grasp.  

Almighty God is willing to put up with insignificant 
man’s arrogance  
Why doesn’t God compel us to obey him? “I am God and I demand 
that you listen to me on pain of fearful consequence. If you say no to 
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me, I can immediately destroy you!” But he doesn’t. We must 
understand the nature of God’s authority, and also the nature of the 
authority of any servant of God. Why doesn’t God exercise his power 
and authority? Why doesn’t God compel us to obey? Man always 
likes to compel us to obey. The government always wants to say, “I 
said it, so you’ve got to do it. If you don’t, I’ll put you in jail! I’m going 
to brainwash you and send you to concentration camp!” Man always 
likes to impose his authority on others. Why doesn’t God do the 
same? We see people blaspheming against God, ridiculing him, and 
God doesn’t do anything. Why doesn’t God just squash him as you 
would squash an ant? Why doesn’t he say, “Who are you to talk to 
me like this?” And he will squash us and wipe us out. Perhaps if you 
had the kind of power that God has, if you were in that position with 
maybe a million angels to back up your authority, you might say, 
“How dare you talk to me like this!” But God doesn’t do anything. He 
doesn’t respond.  

I have seen people daring God saying, “I’ll stand here and I will curse 
God and see if he will wipe me out.” So he curses God, but God doesn’t 
do anything. You would say, “God, why don’t you defend your honor? 
People are abusing you, why don’t you do something?” And God 
doesn’t do anything. So some people conclude that God doesn’t exist 
because you can insult him and not get a response. “See? I told you 
he’s not there. I dare you, God, that if you are there, then strike me 
down! Come on! Strike me down! Prove your existence! I’m not 
scared of you!” And they get away with it, don’t they? Oh yes, they 
will get away with it. So you begin to think: “Why doesn’t God do 
something?”  

Jesus preaches to the Jews, warns the Jews but they don’t listen to 
him. If you think that you can get away with insulting him, you can 
get away with more than that. Oh! They spat in Jesus’ face! “Now, 
come on! Will you respond?” He doesn’t respond. “So we’re going to 
whip you. We’re going to slap you. You will respond if you are the 
Messiah sent by God? Come on, show your power!” He doesn’t do 
anything. You are puzzled! Then they take Jesus and put him on the 
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cross and drive the nails into him. “Come on, if you say you are who 
you are, come down from the cross! Prove yourself! How much more 
do you want to take?” He doesn’t respond. 

I am sure that many times, you must have found it very mind-
boggling, why doesn’t God do something about it? He has been 
insulted. Mankind has literally spat in and slapped the face of God’s 
plenipotentiary, which is as good as doing it to God. They have put 
his Son to death. God doesn’t respond. He doesn’t do anything to 
defend his honor. “Where are you, God? Why don’t you do 
something?”  

The Bible tells us his people are as precious to God as the apple of 
his eye. Men will beat you, put you in prison, and put you to death. 
They have been persecuting and tormenting the apple of God’s eye 
for 2,000 years, up until now in very many places in this world. 
When they are persecuting the Christians, followers of Christ, so 
they are persecuting Christ, God’s plenipotentiary, and ultimately 
God. You remember when the Lord Jesus said to Saul, (the apostle 
Paul’s name before God transformed him), “Why are you persecu-
ting me?” Saul had not touched the Lord Jesus but only his disciples. 
God sees his people torn apart by lions, put to death in every con-
ceivable way, and God doesn’t do anything. How shall we continue 
to stand all this? 

Matthew 24:9 tells us, “and they will persecute you and they will put 
you to death,” and you will say, “Where are you, God? When they are 
putting us to death, aren’t you going to do something?” You will be 
put to death but he’s not going to do anything. You will say, “If 
someone were doing something to my child, I would rush in and grab 
this fellow and twist his neck if I can help it! When you see your 
people being attacked and mistreated, you don’t do anything? And 
we sing ‘How great thou art’!” 

Here is the point where so many Christians will collapse at the time 
of the great persecution, because they don’t understand the 
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principle by which God works. He doesn’t respond. I have seen it in 
China and in North America, where people arrogantly defy God and 
said, “If you are God, show it! Do something to me!” He doesn’t 
respond. How should we take this? It is here that I see the superb 
wisdom, power and glory of God. It is precisely here where the 
human mind finds so offensive and so difficult to comprehend that 
his power and his glory is revealed. Can you see it?  

The carnal mind is impressed with power 
It is here that unless you understand this principle, you will not 
survive. Not only will you not survive the persecution, but you will 
also not survive the deception. When the false Christ, the Antichrist 
comes, he will behave very differently from the true Christ. This is 
the point you must understand because Matthew 24 warns us that 
the Antichrist will come with power, and he will lead many people 
astray because he will function in a way that satisfies your carnal 
mind. He will display his power as Jesus did not. You are going to 
see the contrast. I have preached about eagles and vultures, that 
unless we become as eagles, we will not discern what is the life. Like 
vultures, we will go for what is dead. We think that life expresses 
itself in the displaying of power. You will be surprised that it’s not 
so.  

Can he who taught us to turn the other cheek when we are spat on 
and insulted, turn around and wipe out someone because he insults 
him? Christ would not be consistent with himself when he tells us to 
endure humiliation and insult while he himself will not endure it. 
The amazing thing is that Christ who represents God, is prepared to 
be insulted by man and take it! I said that the wonder about God is 
not so much the power of his creation. We can comprehend that. 
What we find incredibly difficult to comprehend is that the God of 
such power is prepared to put up with the arrogance and insult of 
insignificant man! That is what I find mind-boggling! I can under-
stand that God can be so great as to create such a universe, but that 
he can stand man’s insolence, arrogance and stupidity without 
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showing retaliation is very difficult to understand! That is precisely 
where God’s spiritual greatness is to be found. What is greater? Is it 
great if someone hits you and you hit back? That is nothing great. It 
is greatness when you have the full power to retaliate fatally and not 
do so!  

I would like to expound on this because we find this so hard to 
understand in fact. Why does God act in this amazing way? If God 
manifested himself today in the fullness of his power, everyone 
would believe; everyone would collapse on the ground because man 
is impressed with power. Power is so impressive, isn’t it?  

It is so impressive to see soldiers marching in beautiful uniforms, 
their guns flashing in the sun! It gives you a charged-up feeling! You 
are willing to admire and submit yourself to this display of power. 
It’s so impressive when the planes roar overhead with their rockets 
in firing position! Oh, when the great ships come into the harbor 
displaying all their guns and their rocket launchers, it is so impres-
sive that you are willing to bow to this! That is how the world tries 
to get your respect and allegiance.  

Do you know why in WWII so many people in the world were so 
impressed with Hitler? And many people thought he was the 
Antichrist because he knew how to impress the mind. You find the 
German uniform so impressive even today! The eagle on the hat is 
so impressive! The color, the form, everything is designed to 
impress. The German soldiers marched thumping their boots, every-
thing was organized. You cannot help feeling impressed even as you 
watch the movies today. It simply brings a sense of respect out of 
you. You submit to this kind of power. Even if you don’t like it, you 
have to say, “They’ve really got what it takes!” In those days, the 
multitudes were just carried away with this display of fascism. 
Today, the world still tries to do that. While the Russian uniform 
lacks the striking flair of the German counterpart—their hats, for 
instance, appear somewhat flat and unattractive compared to the 
Germans’ bold, upturned caps—the Russian army nonetheless make 
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a concerted effort to project an imposing presence. They still march 
through the streets displaying their rocket launchers. 

Why are they doing this? Because they know the human mind. The 
way to get you to give your allegiance to them, to submit to their 
authority is to impress you.  

God wants us to become a Christian because we 
discern the truth 
The Lord Jesus doesn’t do any of this. You don’t see a display of 
power. When you look for a display of glory in Christ, you don’t see 
it. What you see is the cross and someone with blood trickling down 
from the prints of the thorns and the nails. That doesn’t look like an 
impressive scene. That doesn’t cause you to bow down in 
amazement. You just wonder, “What’s with him? What did he do to 
suffer all this?”  

Why does God work in this way? Why doesn’t God show forth his 
power and impress the world into obedience, so that people don’t 
say they will not come? When he says, “Come!” everyone comes 
running to him because if you don’t come running to him, a rocket 
might come running at you. So you have to respond to his authority. 
God could put up a show of power that would make the Germans 
look like peanuts. But he doesn’t. He could bring forth his heavenly 
armies in an array that would make any human army look like 
nothing. But he doesn’t. There is no display of power, no display of 
glory; there is only a display of total weakness! Think of that. As Paul 
says in 2 Corinthians 13:3-4, Jesus was crucified in weakness. And 
he speaks about this in 1 Corinthians 1:23 that the cross is 
foolishness to the Greeks, a stumbling block to the Jews. 

Here we must simply understand the nature of spiritual authority, 
and the way it works. If God imposed his power, we would believe 
him, but we would believe him purely either out of fear or purely of 
carnal reasons. What must God do if he is going to derive from us an 
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allegiance that is not drawn forth from fear or from being impressed 
with his power? What must he do? How can we make sure that our 
allegiance to him is a truly spiritual allegiance born of discerning the 
truth? There is no other way. That is why I say I find God’s wisdom 
so incredible, so amazing! There is no external pressure for us to 
believe in him. If there is any reason that we are going to believe, it 
is only for one reason: We have discerned the truth.  

I wonder, on what basis do you believe? This is the reason why I 
don’t like these mass meetings because people tend to look around 
a stadium with 20,000 people and say, “If 20,000 people in this 
stadium believe in Jesus then I’d better believe in him too.” That is 
mass psychology and we must not use this kind of mass psychology. 
Of course, we can use it. The church can and does use it many times, 
but we should not use it. It is to put an external pressure of numbers, 
and numbers is power; it impresses people. When you see a small 
meeting, it’s not so impressive. But when you see a big meeting, like 
in a conference there are 1,000 Christians, immediately, you have 
this feeling: “I’m one of 1,000 people! I belong to this great crowd!” 
It’s nice to go to a big conference, isn’t it? When 1,000 people sing, 
it’s not like 50, 60 people singing. The sound of 1,000 people singing 
is a feeling of might! That is the wrong way for becoming a Christian 
because God doesn’t want to put any external pressure on you. It is 
dangerous whether it is the effectiveness of a big choir of 500 voices 
singing, or a well-organized meeting. I have found that people who 
become Christians under those circumstances are very superficial 
Christians. 

That is why the people who become Christians in China, in some 
small household church, in a situation in which there is a lot of 
pressure, these are the real Christians. Why? It’s because they had to 
commit themselves under a circumstance of weakness, not of 
power; a circumstance in which they are a small minority. It’s easy 
to be part of a big majority and feel good about it. It’s not so easy to 
discern the truth when the truth is under heavy pressure from all 
sides, when people say, “Look, you are in the minority,” as though 
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the minority is always wrong. The fact of history is that the minority 
is always right.  

I am trying to bring home this point to you, that you realize this 
truth: God wants to remove every external pressure so that our com-
mitment is freely and fully made to him on one reason alone: we have 
by God’s grace discerned the truth.  

Have you discerned the truth? Or what is your reason for being a 
Christian? Did you become a Christian to get some comfort? 
Emotional uplift? The fear and power of the church? In many places, 
the church is very well-organized and very powerful. But none of 
these are the right reasons. The only true reason God wants you to 
become a Christian is because you have discerned the truth. 

You can withdraw your voluntary commitment to the truth  
I would like you to understand this: The fact that a person must 
voluntarily make a commitment to God means that it can also be 
voluntarily terminated. It seems many Christians don’t understand 
this very well. When you become a Christian, there is no external 
force to keep you from not being a Christian anymore.  

Take for example, if someone decides to leave a church, do we apply 
any pressure on him? Certainly not. I am so careful not to apply 
pressure upon a person that when a person stops coming to church, 
even though he has been coming to church for some time, I don’t 
even immediately visit that person for fear that the person may feel 
that my presence constitutes a pressure. I don’t wish anyone to feel 
any external pressure. I would always like that person to understand 
that I love him or her very much, but external pressure is in no way 
applied.  

Has any person who is not a Christian in this church ever been 
pressurized into becoming a Christian? In no way. We are careful to 
apply no external pressure whatever to make that person feel, “I 
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must become a Christian because I am being pressured into making 
a decision to become one.” That external pressure which might make 
you become a Christian will easily fall apart because you become a 
Christian not because you discern the truth but because you felt that 
people were expecting you to make that response. That is the wrong 
response for becoming a Christian. Therefore pressure must be 
removed. 

The first point is that since you voluntarily made this commitment 
to the truth, you can voluntarily withdraw it. And I find it very unfor-
tunate when a church puts external pressure upon other people, 
either to become a Christian, or to return to the church if they leave 
the church. Many people don’t understand how it is that I don’t put 
any pressure on people when they leave the church. I refuse to do 
this because I understand the principle of God’s power. That is the 
way he works; that is the way I work. When the disciples wanted to 
leave the Lord Jesus, he did not put any pressure on them to stay. 
Notice that very carefully in John chapter 6. When they wanted to 
leave, he said, “Go. You freely came, you may freely leave.” So when 
some of the disciples left, He said to the others, “Do you want to leave 
too? Feel free to go. I love you very much but you must not feel that 
I am in any way holding on to you by some external pressure. You 
may leave.” This point is very important to grasp. 

The authority of God’s servants is recognized voluntarily  
The same thing applies to the authority within the church. The 
authority that a servant of God exercises is always an authority that 
is purely spiritual. He never exercises external authority if he is a 
true man of God. The authority in this church is purely spiritual. For 
example, if a disciplinary action is taken against someone, for 
example, he is banned from the communion because of some sin he 
committed, he may, if he chooses to go to another church who 
doesn’t know that he has been banned from the communion and 
take communion there. There is nothing to stop him from doing so. 
But here is the important point to grasp, that anyone who does so is 
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deceiving not man but himself. And he is violating the authority that 
God has given a servant of his. The price you pay will never be 
external; it will be internal; it will be spiritual. Just as the authority 
is spiritual, the price paid for disobeying that authority is very high; 
it is also spiritual.  

Why did God give that authority? It is not to put on external 
pressure, but to show a person that his conduct of committing sin is 
not acceptable in the church of God. If that person is to survive 
spiritually, he must repent. He may reject that authority. There is 
nothing to stop him from rejecting it, but he will pay a spiritual price 
for doing so.  

It is most important to grasp that the authority of God, of Christ and 
of all the servants of God in the Scripture, is entirely based on your 
voluntary recognition of that authority. For example, John the 
Baptist was a great servant of God, but for the most part, the leaders 
of Israel rejected his authority, and Herod even put him to death. 
And of course, Jesus the Son of God, and many of God’s servants were 
put to death and will continue to be put to death. God wants and 
keeps it that way in this present age, again so that our commitment 
is based on perception of the truth. 

The sovereignty of God allows you to say “no” to him 
This brings out a very important point namely, God’s truth is at the 
mercy of your will when you can say yes or no to it! Even God himself 
and his sovereignty is at the mercy of your will. You can accept or 
reject his sovereignty. Oh, that feels good! Such a teaching seems to 
put man as sovereign not God. Yet, this is the very Scriptural 
teaching, that in this age, God gives man the right to reject him.  

You must beware that when you have that right, you also have to 
take the consequences that come with that right. You have the right 
to make the decision but you must take the consequences of the 
wrong decision.  
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However, there are Christians who cannot swallow that man can say 
no to almighty God. Augustine and Calvin deny that man can say no 
to the almighty God for that would deny God’s sovereignty. They 
state that when you say no to God, you only appear to be saying no 
to God. In fact, you have only done what God willed in the first place. 
They had tried to turn the table around because they cannot swallow 
the doctrine that man can say no to God, and they think that they 
must defend God’s sovereignty. Now Calvin and Augustine are very 
well-intentioned, unfortunately, also very misguided. 

In our very attempt to defend the sovereignty of God, we have 
denied that his sovereign will in this period of grace, is to give man 
the right to say no to him. The sovereignty of God is seen in the fact 
that he allows you and me to say no to him. But there are some theolo-
gians who could not stand the thought of it. They think it’s too 
degrading to God that man can say no to him.  

The offense of the cross is: Man can reject God, and crucify 
Jesus 
But that is precisely “the offense of the cross,” and they want to 
remove what the Scripture calls “the offense of the cross.” “The 
offense of the cross” is that man can not only reject God but also 
humiliate and crucify Jesus Christ, who fully represents God. That is 
“the offense of the cross.” And these theologians, good at heart, try 
to remove “the offense of the cross.” However, if we do so, we have 
denied the gospel at its core. We must be careful. We must not in the 
very name of defending the sovereignty of God remove the offense 
of the cross. Paul said, “Why am I being persecuted by the Jews and 
the Gentiles alike? It’s because of the offense of the cross.” The cross 
is an offense to the Jews and also to the Gentiles. It is an offense to 
our minds.  
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Be willing to take up the cross when people say no to you  
We must prepare our hearts and minds for this very thing, that when 
you serve God, you must be willing to take up the cross, that is, be 
willing that people will say no to you; they will say, “You are talking 
nonsense. I don’t want to listen to this.” When you say, “Come and be 
saved. Come and receive eternal life,” they will ridicule you, and 
you’ll find it so painful. It is right to feel painful, if you feel sorry that 
they are turning away from eternal life. It is wrong to feel painful if 
you feel humiliated. Why should you feel painful for being 
humiliated? Think of what God is putting up with every day from 
mankind today. Every day, mankind is laughing in God’s face. Every 
day, mankind is ridiculing God. Every day, he accepts the offense of 
the cross. So must we.  

To discern the Antichrist, ask, “Can I accept that God appears 
to be weak at this present time?”  
What has all this got to do with what we are talking about? It has to 
do with the question of discerning the truth. Whether or not you can 
discern the truth will depend upon whether you accept or reject the 
offense of the cross. Whether you will survive the last days, whether 
you will discern the Antichrist is really the Antichrist, and whether 
the true Christ is indeed the true Christ, will depend on whether you 
have accepted the offense of the cross. Ask yourself very honestly: 
Can you take it that God appears to be weak at this present time? 

God is very powerful among his people, but when he deals with the 
non-Christians, he is very weak. He shows no sign of power. I have 
seen his power constantly. He will display his power only to those 
who have already committed themselves to him on the basis of their 
perception of the truth. You will see his power.  

I have constantly seen his power. I have shared with you many times 
my experiences of his power. But he will never reveal his power to 
anyone who has not first of all accepted the offense of the cross. 
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Many Christians say to me, “Why have you experienced all these 
things and I haven’t experienced them?” Perhaps because in God’s 
grace, I have accepted the offense of the cross. It’s a strange thing 
that from what I can see from the lives, even the biographies of those 
who have rejected the offense of the cross, I haven’t seen one that 
testify of having witnessed the power of God. It’s strange, isn’t it? 
Once you reject the willingness to take up the cross for God, he will 
not reveal his power to you. But when you have yielded your life 
totally to God’s authority on the basis of accepting the cross, he will 
reveal his power. This is the secret of the spiritual life that I would 
like you to understand. God will work and reveal himself but never to 
those who have rejected the offense of the cross.  

Trust God, for he won’t display his power at this present 
time 
In conclusion, before we close for today, let us turn to Luke 21:24-
27. 

“They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive 
among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by 
the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. And 
there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth 
distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the 
sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with forebod-
ing of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” 

The Jews who have rejected him, who did not want to shelter under 
his wings will fall by the edge of sword, and be led captive among all 
nations. That very Jerusalem that refused to accept Jesus, the Christ 
whom God sent, will be literally trodden down by the Gentiles. 

The point here is that God will not display his power at this present 
time. God will display his power and his glory in his Messiah king 
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only at the end of the period of grace, when there is no more need 
for faith, but not until then. You must understand well that you can 
call the present time “God’s weakness.” It is a time when he does 
not reveal his power, and he is going to see whether you will 
trust him by faith.  

But then, there will come the day when he will reveal his power in 
Christ, to whom every knee will bow. Every one will fall on their face 
before Christ who fully manifests God. Every man will believe in God. 
But that believing will not save them. That will not be saving faith 
any more. 

“Times of the Gentiles” corresponds to the period of “God’s 
weakness” 
Before all this happens, there is “the times of the Gentiles.” It is the 
period between the fall of Jerusalem and the time when Jesus comes 
again. That is also called “the times of the nations” because the word 
“Gentiles” literally means nations. This intervening period of “the 
times of the Gentiles,” corresponds precisely to the period of God’s 
apparent weakness when he shows no sign of his power whatsoever 
to the world. But he does reveal his power to us who already have 
faith by his grace. The point is that during the period of “the times of 
the Gentiles,” the gospel is proclaimed to the whole world but 
without any external manifestations of God’s power.  

One of the last indirect signs will be the signs in the solar 
system  
There will be many indirect signs. One of the last indirect signs will 
be the signs in the solar system, in verse 25, “And there will be signs 
in sun and moon and stars.” As the time approaches the end, there 
will be many signs, and I shall expound on this more fully next week. 
It’s sufficient to say that some of these signs will be very visible to 
mankind, but people will not take the warning because these will be 



18 
 

indirect signs. You will see strange things happening in the world, 
but man does not attribute these happenings to God. In fact, even 
when you see a miracle, you will find some kind of natural explana-
tion for it. Man’s nature never traces things back to God. If someone 
is healed in a miraculous way, they will say, “Maybe there is some 
natural explanation for this.” Therefore they will not attribute this 
kind of power to God. But there will be no lack of signs, and there 
will be an increase towards the end.  

Some of you may have heard of the “Jupiter Effect.” In fact, the 
“Jupiter Effect will take place next year. What is the “Jupiter Effect”? 
In 1982, next year, the planets will line up in one straight line on one 
side of the sun. That is a very rare occurrence, in fact, only once in 
some 200 years. And next year, it will occur at a time when the solar 
activity and the sunspots (the spots on the face of the sun) will be at 
the maximum. This means that certain things that will happen in the 
solar system are going to affect the earth in various ways, although 
no one knows to what extent and in what precise ways. This “Jupiter 
Effect” was predicted as far back as 1974 when two Cambridge 
scientists wrote a book by that name, and that is where that name, 
The Jupiter Effect came from. In 1974, they already predicted that in 
1982 there would be signs and happenings in the solar system that 
would cause all kinds of somewhat uncertain effects upon the earth, 
and they ventured and hazarded some guesses about what would 
happen.  

There are 9 planets in the solar system, the nearest to the sun is 
Mercury, and from there on is Venus, the Earth, Mars, Jupiter and 
right to the furthest of these 9 planets is Pluto. You also know the 
gravitational effect of having 9 planets in one line like 9 sentinels on 
one side of the sun, creates great gravitational pull upon the surface 
of the sun, and it is said that especially since the sun will be at its 
peak in sunspot cycle (the sunspots and solar activities of the sun) 
at that time, this will cause all kinds of effect upon the earth. It will 
cause atmospheric disturbances. Radio communications could be 
affected. It would cause disruption of wind patterns in the upper 
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atmosphere of the earth. In fact, it would cause a kind of braking 
effect on the movement of the earth. These are the speculations of 
these two Cambridge scientists. There are uncertainties of all the 
precise effects but these are some of the effects. When the earth is 
slowed down even by say, one-thousandth of a second, it throws 
everything forward, just like when you step on the car brake. And 
these scientists warned that this sudden braking of the earth as a 
result of what is called the “Jupiter Effect,” may trigger earthquakes 
in various parts of the earth, but particularly in such places where 
there are already known faults in the crust of the earth, such as 
California.  

Why I am mentioning this is just to give one example of what the 
Lord Jesus is warning, that before his coming, there will be all these 
strange things happening in the universe and particularly in the 
solar system. Since the Lord Jesus mentions in this verse, “sun and 
moon, and stars,” in Greek, these terms include the planets, indicat-
ing a specific reference to the solar system. We can see that these 
things are happening and that the Lord’s coming is drawing near. 

You can say no to God but you must account to him for your 
decision 
You can say no to God. That is the point of the message the Lord Jesus 
wants us to understand. He is saying, “Come to God through me. 
Take shelter under my wings against these fearful days of judgment 
which are about to come, of which these signs are already happen-
ing.” We will begin to see some of these unusual signs like the 
“Jupiter Effect” next year, which is not the one sign, but one of a 
series of signs which will take place. Will you take shelter under his 
wings? Or will you say, “Well, these things don’t bother me much. I 
don’t worry about God’s authority. I don’t recognize his authority.”  

You may well say so, and he will take no action against you whatso-
ever at this time. But remember, we will all stand before God to 
account for our decision. May God grant you that discernment to be 
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able to see without any external pressure, that God’s truth is re-
vealed here, and you will respond to it by God’s grace so as to receive 
eternal life.  

Let us be quiet before God in prayer. 
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