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by Pastor Eric Chang 
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Opening prayer 
Our precious Lord Jesus, as we see the truth of your saying that “Heaven 
and earth will pass away but my words will never pass away. Lord, we just 
thank You and worship you that not only do we have the privilege to live 
in these historically difficult times but also to have your teaching. We do 
thank you O Lord, that your Word is a light to our feet and a lamp to our 
path. We know that these days will not be easy days, that dark clouds are 
before us, that there will be storms, there will be times in which great 
thunder will fall upon the earth and lightning, and many things which will 
disturb the world and cause the earth to quake under the power of your 
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judgment and under the ferocity of persecution of the Evil One. So prepare 
our hearts we pray, strengthen our hearts that when those days come, we 
shall not be shaken. And even if we do become shaken, we will not so be 
shaken as to fall, that our foundations will not crumble, that we will remain 
steadfast, and by your grace O Lord, endure to the end. Lord, knowing that 
you will uphold us and keep us secure in your grace and in your power.  

O Lord, it is to this end that we are studying today, concerning these last 
things, and truly we pray that even as we hear what you have told us, that 
men’s hearts will melt for fear within them, we pray that our hearts will 
truly not melt but remain steadfast. Neither shall we fear, for those of us 
who fear only you will not fear what the times will bring forth, or what the 
world will impose upon us. And so again, we thank you for your warning 
and for the way in which you prepare the hearts of your disciples to meet 
what shall shortly come to pass. O Lord, be with each one of us and keep us 
with our eyes firmly fixed upon yourself. For even before those times 
commence, temptations of this world tear at our heart from every direction 
and tug at our heart strings and pull us. And some of your people have 
already become unsteady, being pulled one way and then another and 
know hardly which way they are to go. O Lord, grant that our eyes will truly 
be so focused upon you, the Author and Completer of our faith that we shall 
walk forward and turn neither to the left nor to the right but persevere on 
the path of life until the very end.  

So Lord, we commit this day and this worship fully into your hands. And 
we commit each one of us here into your hands, ever remembering that 
each one of us is not just a name and not just a face to you, but each one, 
redeemed with your precious blood is very precious to you. And even those 
who yet do not know you, are known to you and known by you, and their 
needs are also your concern. And it is your love that seeks to bring them 
into your fold and into your family. Help them this day also, O Lord, to enter 
your fold and enter into the narrow gate before it is too late. For the Day 
will come as you warn us, and there will be those who shall knock upon the 
door and it shall not be open to them because it will be too late. O Lord, 
speak to each one therefore, who are gathered here today, that your Word 
will be effective and accomplish your eternal purposes in our lives. 

We again pray for your blessing upon our brothers and sisters in China. We 
pray Lord, that you will strengthen them and comfort them at this time. Be 
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very close to each one. Also our brothers and sisters in Hong Kong, we pray 
your blessing upon them as they worship you this day. We pray for all your 
people again, O Lord, for we always remember that we are part of one great 
body of your people throughout the world where your name is loved and 
exalted. And we pray your blessing not upon ourselves only but upon your 
whole redeemed Church. Hear this our prayer. Accept our thanks. And 
grant us your precious presence with us right now at this time, O Lord, as 
we worship you and thank you, amen. 

The message 
Let us turn now turn to the teaching of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 
chapter 24. We have studied the first part of this chapter, and we 
looked at seven general signs of his Coming. And what I should 
mention is that the general signs are related to the specific signs, 
although not consecutively. So it doesn’t mean that when all the 
seven general signs are complete, the specific signs—which we will 
be looking at today—will begin. No, in fact, there is an overlapping 
between the two. The general signs themselves continue right to the 
end. Notice in particular some of the general signs, that they in fact 
become more specific as we move towards the end. 

The fourth of these general signs that we looked at last week, was 
world-wide persecution. Now world-wide persecution will presu-
mably have some sort of beginning, therefore insofar as we could say 
world-wide persecution started from approximately this time, we 
can say that this general sign of persecution begins to take on a 
specific aspect. 

Or in the fifth general sign, we saw that throughout this period of 
time, there would be apostasy, a falling away, exactly as it said in the 
Parable of the Sower, that some will fall away. The seed fell on rocky 
ground, and therefore sprang up, since there was no depth of soil. 
The rocky ground received the Word of God with joy. They are 
people at a great conference, who respond with joy and raise their 
hands saying, “I accept Jesus and I commit my life to him.” But the 
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Lord Jesus says, “After a time when persecution comes, they col-
lapse, they apostatize.” So apostasy is characteristic as a general sign 
through this entire period.  

We see people falling away all the time. You cannot be a pastor for 
very long without seeing person after person falling away. And to 
say that people never fall away once they believe is sheer nonsense. 
You can’t have been in the ministry for very long. In fact, you couldn’t 
have been a Christian for very long. Perhaps you have some friends 
who used to be zealous Christians of some sort, but have fallen away; 
and it’s senseless to say that they were never really Christians. I 
mean, to say that anyone who falls away was never a Christian is 
sheer nonsense. You and I know people who were on fire at one time 
and have completely fallen away. I think that many of them were at 
least as zealous as I was in those days. I don’t know why in God’s 
grace I continued and they fell. I hope to find that out one of these 
days. What temptations threw them down? What kinds of persecu-
tion caused them to fold up? I don’t know. But the fact remains that 
they fell away. So apostasy is a general mark, a general sign of this 
period.  

But we also hear of a specific apostasy at the end times, coinciding 
with what we will be studying today concerning the man of sin. 
There will be a great apostasy at the end of this age. And this 
apostasy is prophesied by the Lord Jesus very specifically as we can 
see in the passage, that many will fall away in Matthew 24:10, 

“And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate 
one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many 
astray.”  

Then verse 12 tells us, 

“the love of many will grow cold.”  
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Most Christians will find their love growing cold for God and for one 
another. The Lord Jesus prophesied this forthcoming vast apostasy, 
which becomes very specific in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 where Paul says,  

“Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, 
unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the son of destruction.”  

The man of lawlessness will not come until the “apostasy” [NAS] comes 
first. The word, apostasia is otherwise translated as “rebellion” in the 
ESV and RSV, or the “Great Revolt” according to the NJB translation. 

So the general becomes specific as we approach the last days. The 
same thing is true of the sixth sign: Towards the end of this age, there 
will be a tremendous and powerful outreach of the gospel in spite of 
the tremendous apostasy. The faithful few will carry the gospel 
forward with astonishing power, exactly as it happened in the first 
days of the church with the preaching of the twelve apostles. God is 
also doing something exciting in these last days. He is raising up both 
in this church and I am sure also elsewhere, faithful men who will be 
ready to bring the gospel to all nations in these last days. 

And the seventh of sign—concerning the revival of the nation of 
Israel, the barren fig tree brings forth leaves again and so becomes a 
harbinger of the summer—also shows God’s amazing power at 
work. 

Matthew 24:15-24 
We shall look at only verses 15-24 in today’s study of the Lord’s 
teaching. As I’ve pointed out, we will continue to base our teaching 
in this section basically on Matthew simply because Matthew is 
more detailed and more complete than some of the parallel Gospels, 
but we will supplement the material from time to time from the 
other Gospels. Let us read Matthew 24:15-24, where the Lord Jesus 
says this to his disciples: 
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“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by 
the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader 
understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to 
take what is in his house, and let the one who is in the field not 
turn back to take his cloak. And alas for women who are 
pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 
Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For 
then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from 
the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. And 
if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be 
saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 
Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There 
he is!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will 
arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, 
if possible, even the elect.”  

1. What does the ‘abomination of desolation’ mean? 
Here is a very important passage that we need to look at today, and 
I would like to look at this under a series of questions. The first ques-
tion we want to ask is this: What does the term “the abomination of 
desolation”—or “desolating sacrilege” as the RSV translates it— 
mean? The first point we need to look at today is what does this 
mean because this is the hub to the entire passage. Not to under-
stand this is not to understand anything in this passage. 

The term “abomination of desolation” is not a term invented or 
coined by the Lord Jesus. It is in fact taken from the book of Daniel 
where the term “abomination of desolation” appears three times, in 
Daniel 9:27, 11:31 and 12:11.  

It also occurs 1 Maccabees 1:54, in the Apocrypha. The book of 
Maccabees is very valuable to read even though it is not included in 
the Protestant Canon of Scripture, but it is included in the Catholic 
Canon of Scripture. First Maccabees is a historical book, which tells 
us what happened in the days of the Maccabees, or in the days of that 
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period between the Old Testament and the New Testament. It fills in 
that period of history which you would otherwise know nothing 
about.  

So the abomination of desolation in 1 Maccabees 1:54 refers to the 
defiling of the temple in 167 B.C., that is, a little less than 200 years 
before the time of our Lord Jesus. In 167 B.C., the Syrian king, 
Antiochus Epiphanes claimed to be “God manifest.” That’s what his 
name means. He made claims to deity. He claimed to be some sort of 
god, as many ancient emperors and kings did. They had their 
fantasies of glory about themselves. (The word “Antioch” is still in 
the Bible, and the Greek word, epiphanes means to manifest or to 
appear.)  

Antiochus Epiphanes was a great enemy of Israel, and he attacked 
Israel and took Jerusalem, and defiled the temple. He entered the 
holy place of the temple which was not permitted to him, and set up 
a statue to Zeus, one of the Greek gods, upon the altar in the temple 
area. Then he polluted the temple by offering pigs upon the altar, 
deliberately to offend and humiliate the Jews. This act of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, king of Syria—putting up the idol in the temple of God, 
and sacrificing unclean animals upon the altar in the temple—was 
described by the term “the abomination of desolation.” That is 
where the term in Daniel was concretely used in a historical 
situation in 167 B.C.  

The word “abomination”, or “sacrilege” as RSV translates it, basically 
means something disgusting, nauseating, loathsome, sickening. 
When you look at this you want to throw up. It is a sickening thing 
that leads to, or results in, or has as its purpose, desolation. What 
does “desolation” mean? Desolation means ruin, destruction. So 
“abomination of desolation” simply means that disgusting, sickening 
object which aims at your destruction, or which has your destruction 
as its purpose.  
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This word “abomination,” which means sickening or revolting or 
nauseating is used in the Old Testament, in Leviticus 18:22 for 
example, where it refers to homosexual activity, which is regarded 
as revolting, sickening, disgusting in the Bible. Today, homosexuals 
claim to have certain rights. This is the way they are brought up, or 
this is way their mind works, and they think that it’s as normal as 
heterosexual activity. Whatever they want to argue is their business. 
The Scripture says that homosexual activity is disgusting, sickening. 

The same word “abomination” is also applied to idol worship in 
Ezekiel 7:20. Idol worship was regarded as disgusting, sickening, 
and idol worship in the ancient days was associated with abnormal 
sexual behavior. That is what happened among the Canaanites. 
Many people think God is so severe for the destruction of the 
Canaanites in the Old Testament. What they don’t understand is 
what the Canaanites were doing. Before you decide that God was too 
severe, you would do well to find out what the Canaanites did. 
Archaeology has uncovered for us some of the revolting, sickening 
activities of the Canaanites. There were human sacrifices, sexual 
orgies, homosexuality and temple prostitution. Prostitutes func-
tioned as part of the religious worship, not solely for money, unlike 
prostitutes who functioned purely for money. Can you imagine that? 
People in fact had relations with prostitutes as part of temple 
worship. That was what happened in the ancient Canaanite religion 
in the area of Mesopotamia. This religion in Canaan became utterly 
disgusting to the point where they exceeded the measure of evil, 
therefore God had to destroy them lest they pollute the entire earth 
with their practices.  

Sodom was guilty of that state of spiritual and moral corruption, so 
that today, sodomy or sodomite is another word for homosexuality 
or homosexual. That is abomination to God. He cannot tolerate this 
kind of evil. 

So the point of “the abomination of desolation” is, the abomination 
that results in desolation. If you behave in this sort of way, you will 



9 
 

end up in ruin, in destruction. Matthew 24:15 tells us the abomina-
tion of desolation will be standing, of all places, in the holy place! 
That is, evil has reached such a stage that not even the holy place is 
sacred anymore. Evil now has no respect for any limits. It is prepared 
to invade everything and anything, and that includes the holy place 
of the temple. That is where evil has reached the level beyond which 
God cannot allow. This is the situation: “the abomination of 
desolation….standing in the holy place.” 

2. Who or what is the “abomination of desolation”? 
The first question was: What does the term mean? The second 
question is: Who or what is “the abomination of desolation”? Is it a 
thing or a person? What is it? It’s very interesting when we study 
this grammatically, because in Matthew 24:15, the word “standing” 
(in the holy place) is a neuter participle indicating a thing. This is 
not conclusive because the word “abomination” in Greek is also 
neuter, therefore the neuter verb corresponds to the neuter noun 
which is regular grammatical practice. 

However, we find in Mark 13:14, the parallel passage: 

But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where 
he ought not to be (let the reader understand), then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  

“But when you see the abomination of desolation standing” in the 
Holy Place, the participle is masculine. It’s very surprising that a 
masculine participle is associated with a neuter noun. A masculine 
participle indicates that the reference is to a person, and a neuter 
participle refers to a thing, a neuter noun.  

The point is, by using a masculine participle, Mark is telling us that 
the abomination of desolation is primarily a person. That’s very 
important for us to understand. This means that it is parallel to 2 
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Thessalonians 2:8, which refers to the man of sin, the man of 
lawlessness. Let us turn to 2 Thessalonians 2:8. 

And then the lawless one (which can be also translated as “the 
man of sin”) will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with 
the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance 
of his coming.  

So this lawless one will be destroyed at the coming of the Lord Jesus. 
But this lawless one or man of lawlessness, is already referred to in 
verses 3-4:  

Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, 
unless the rebellion (apostasia, the Greek word for apostasy) 
comes first, and the man of lawlessness (or the man of sin) is 
revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself 
against every so-called god or object of worship so that he takes 
his seat in the temple (naos, the Greek word for the holy place) 
of God, proclaiming himself to be God.  

Notice “the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 
who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object 
of worship” because it connects to Matthew 24:15. 

Matthew 24:15 is explained for us very clearly by Paul in 2 
Thessalonians 2:3-4, that this abomination of desolation is this “man 
of lawlessness” or “the man of sin,” which modern Christians often 
call “the Antichrist,” which is not an entirely Scriptural term. The 
Lord Jesus never used the term “Antichrist” in Matthew 24:15. We 
use the term the “Antichrist,” although not correctly so. Perhaps 
“antichrist” is a general term in First John for all those who pretend 
to be Christ but are opposed in spirit to Christ. But here we are 
speaking specifically of “the man of sin”, not of any antichrist, and it 
may be good for us to get into the habit of using Scriptural terms so 
as not to confuse ourselves or one another.  
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He is specifically called “the man of sin,” “the man of lawlessness.” 
He is so completely the embodiment of all that is contrary to God’s 
law and truth, contrary to all that is righteousness, that he is called 
“the man of sin.” His whole person and personality is characterized 
by evil, sin, transgression, lawlessness, and he sets himself up in the 
temple.  

However, the neuter participle is not entirely incorrect either. As 
anyone who is a bit familiar with Revelation will know, “the man of 
sin” or “the beast,” or “the first beast”, as he is called in Revelation 
Chapter 13, not only exalts himself as “God” (2 Thess. 2:4), but 
“another beast”, the false prophet also deceives those who dwell on 
earth to make an image for the first beast (cf. Rev. 13:14), who sets 
it up in the temple. So both are true. The abomination of desolation 
refers not only to the man of sin but also to the image of himself that 
the false prophet sets up in the temple. He has gone so berserk with 
his deity or with his visions of grandeur of himself that he sets up an 
image of himself in the temple for everyone to worship. 

What is more, as you read in Revelation 13:15, the false prophet will 
also cause that image to actually speak – to appear to be alive! And 
this is exactly also what we read here in Matthew 24:24, that won-
ders will be performed so as to deceive, if possible, even the elect!  

“For false Christs and false prophets will arise and show great 
signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the 
elect.” 

That is quite a performance, that not only can you set up an image of 
yourself in the temple, but by some secret demonic power, you can 
get the image to actually talk, to behave as though it were alive! 
That’s quite a trick. You might claim to be the Creator if you can make 
something that appears to be inanimate to appear to be alive.  

We are in for fearsome days that you and I can barely imagine, 
brothers and sisters! You and I can barely imagine what kind of 
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deception—in the form of wonders—lies ahead for the unwary. The 
man of sin also sets up a statue of himself in the temple as Antiochus 
Epiphanes did, and the false prophet even makes it to speak. Those 
will be fearsome days! 

So the answer to the question, who is the abomination of desolation, 
quite simply is, he is the man of sin who also sets up his image in the 
temple. Therefore in worshipping his image, you are also worship-
ping the man of sin; they are identical. 

3. When will the “man of sin” appear?  
Let us go on to the third question. The third question is this: When 
will the man of sin appear? Has this already been fulfilled or partly 
fulfilled in 70 A.D.? Does this refer to the destruction of the temple 
in 70 A.D. If not, what does it refer to in the future?  

First, let us dispose of one thing. Any careful exegete will observe 
immediately that in fact, nowhere in Matthew chapter 24 is there 
any reference to the destruction of Jerusalem in the year 70 A.D. That 
is important to understand. So anyone who tries to apply this to the 
Roman attack on Jerusalem and the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 
A.D. doesn’t understand Matthew 24, at least has not read it 
carefully. How do we see this? Look at this passage and you will see 
that indeed, there is absolutely nothing in this passage that has one 
word to say about the destruction of Jerusalem. So firstly, there is no 
reference to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 at all. 

Secondly, in 70 A.D., no abomination of desolation was ever set up in 
Jerusalem, neither in the temple nor anywhere else. This never 
happened in A.D. 70. These are the reasons, and in a moment, we 
shall see further reasons why this cannot refer to Jerusalem. 

A third reason if you like to touch upon, is precisely the words of the 
Lord Jesus that such tribulation has never happened before nor will 
it ever happen again in Matthew 24:21.  
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“For then there will be great tribulation such as has not been 
from the beginning of the world until now nor will it ever be 
again.”  

The destruction of Jerusalem was a terrible incident, but one cannot 
say it was unprecedented. Many cities such as Jerusalem had been 
similarly destroyed after a long siege during which mothers ended 
up eating their babies in their hunger and other such terrible things. 
It was indeed terrible, but it was not unprecedented in the history of 
mankind; even less has it been unparalleled since that time. That 
kind of thing has happened repeatedly since those days many times. 
However, the Lord is saying that the suffering of those days of the 
abomination of desolation will be unparalleled! You just couldn’t 
imagine it. It will never have happened before in human history, and 
it will never happen again. It will simply be too terrible to repeat. 
Therefore, it could not refer to 70 A.D. All this makes it very plain 
that it is not so. 

You may point out that the Lord Jesus did speak in verse 2 in 
particular, of the destruction of the temple, that not one stone will 
be left upon the other. Quite so. And that happened in fact, and is 
referred to in the parallel passage, Luke 21:20-24. Let us turn to 
Luke 21:20-24 because this passage is different in content from that 
of Matthew 24, and it does indeed refer to the destruction of 
Jerusalem. That is why you can see why the parallel Gospels are so 
important. Matthew has left out this section whereas Luke has 
incorporated it, because if Luke had not done so, then nothing in the 
Lord’s teaching would have referred to the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Therefore, the Lord does speak of the destruction of Jerusalem in 
Luke 21:20-24. Let me read this passage to you: 

But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know 
that its desolation has come near.  
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They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among 
all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  

Here “desolation” means ruin, the ruin or destruction of Jerusalem 
will be near when you see it surrounded by armies. Notice that this 
passage is entirely different from Matthew, but what follows sounds 
similar.  

Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let 
those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are 
out in the country enter it, for these are days of vengeance, to 
fulfill all that is written. Alas for women who are pregnant and 
for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will 
be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people.  

This passage carefully avoids using the words in Matthew 24:21, 
“such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now nor 
will it ever be again.”  

Notice the passage, Matthew 24:15-24, is quite different although 
there are similarities. In the days of the abomination of desolation, 
events will occur that will deliberately cause the Jews to remember 
what happened in 70 A.D. because they are designed to bring them 
to repentance. It’s as though the Lord Jesus is saying, 

“You did not repent in 70 A. D. This time, things will happen far 
worse than 70 A.D. Yet many things will also have a certain remini-
scent effect upon you. You will flee again as you fled in those days. 
And woe again to those who are with child and who give suck in 
those days. Those things will bring back 70 A.D. to your memory 
even though it will be a new and different incident.”  

These points are very important to perceive in the study of Scripture 
if one is to clearly understand what the Lord is saying without 
getting confused. 
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Let us summarize on this point in answer to the third question: 
When will the man of sin appear? Is Matthew 24:15-24 referring to 
70 A.D. or a future event? The answer is that “the abomination of 
desolation” in Matthew 24:15 refers to a future event, whereas Luke 
21:20-24 refers to the events of 70 A.D. This is very important to 
understand. 

When does this future event occur? We cannot give a specific date, 
and we must not. Otherwise we risk falling into the kind of error that 
has happened many times before where some people have said, “The 
end of the world will take place on August 24, 1981” and things of 
this sort. Strangely enough, people never learn from past mistakes. 
The Lord has warned us not to do that but people are still doing it.  

In fact, only a few weeks ago, the news on the radio reported about 
a certain pastor somewhere in the United States, who told his 
congregation that the end of the world was going to be on May 24, 
1981. So all his congregation sold their possessions and sat in the 
church waiting for the Lord to come on that day. Of course, the Lord 
didn’t come on that day. Why? Their pastor had not read his Bible, 
and misled his entire congregation into doing foolish things.  

Read the Scriptures. Understand clearly and deeply what the Lord is 
saying lest we make fools of ourselves and bring the gospel into 
ridicule in the eyes of the world. Matthew 24 indicates some point in 
the future, after the appearance of the man of sin, but no fixed date 
can be given. 

4. Where will this desolating sacrilege be set up?  
The fourth question we need to ask is this: Where does this happen? 
Where will this desolating sacrilege be set up? Matthew 24:15 tells 
us that it will be set up in “the Holy Place.” It is important to 
understand what is the Holy Place.  
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Hebrews 9:2-3 will give us an immediate idea of this. Let us read this 
so that we expound Scripture with Scripture and not invent our own 
opinions to answer the Scripture: 

For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the 
lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence. It is 
called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain was a second 
section called the Most Holy Place. 

It tells us very plainly here. The Holy Place refers to that section 
which is outside the Holy of Holies. It is the place through which you 
pass in order to get to the Holy of Holies. The Holy Place was entered 
only once a year by the high priest. No one else could go in there; it 
was sacred. And inside there was the altar of incense where the 
incense rose, symbolizing the prayer of the saints. And the altar of 
incense stood in front of the ark which is standing inside the Holy of 
Holies. 

So where will the man of sin set up his image? What the passage here 
tells us is that he will set up his statue and set himself up in the Holy 
Place, where only the high priest can enter. No ordinary priest can 
enter there; only the high priest could, and only once a year on the 
Day of Atonement. This means that the man of sin defiles the Holy 
Place by entering it.  

5. How could there be the Holy Place unless there is a 
temple? 
The fifth question is: How can there be a Holy Place unless there is a 
temple? There isn’t a Holy Place because the temple has been 
destroyed. It doesn’t exist at this moment. And this is the reason why 
many people are expecting the Jews to rebuild the temple, which in 
fact, the Jews intend to do. Unless the Jews rebuild the temple, there 
won’t be a Holy Place for “the Antichrist,” or more accurately, “the 
man of sin” to stand.  
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The only other alternative would be to take the Holy Place in some 
spiritualized sense, not the literal Holy Place in the temple. This 
doesn’t work well at all because we cannot find any spiritualized 
reference. Any spiritualized reference would be very twisted, very 
forced in terms of exegesis. We could try to say that the Holy Place 
may be the Church. The man of sin will set himself up in the Church. 
But the Church is very generalized and is made up of so many 
churches in so many countries all over the world. So it will have to 
be literally the Holy Place within the temple.  

The second reason for maintaining that it is literally the Holy Place 
is we need only look at Matthew 24:16. What does verse 16 say? It 
refers specifically to Judea. The historical or geographical circum-
stances are prescribed for us:  

“Then let those who are in Judea flee out of Jerusalem into the 
mountains.”  

This statement would be meaningless if one were not literally 
referring to the temple. There would be no Judea, because we would 
have to spiritualize Judea as well, and that will get more and more 
obscure, and more and more out of touch with the facts. 

A third reason why the geographical situation is indicated for us is 
found in verse 20:  

“Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath.”  

The Sabbath would not affect anyone in fact, unless you were in 
Israel. Here again, the geographical indication is perfectly plain. It 
would affect you if you were in Israel, because the Sabbath in Israel 
is equivalent to the western Sunday. On that day, unlike the western 
Sunday in many respects, the shops are closed so you can’t buy gas, 
food or provisions; transportation comes to a standstill for the most 
part; perhaps you can’t even hire a bus, a car or any vehicle. It would 
be too bad if the day you try to flee happens to be a Sabbath day 
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because you can’t do anything. All of this indicates how carefully we 
must expound and examine the Scripture.  

Today, there is often the tendency to explain everything away in 
spiritualized terms. It’s very attractive and very erroneous. When 
you look at the passage, there is no doubt that the geographical 
circumstances are indicated in this passage, even the reference to 
fleeing to the mountains. Where would we flee in Montreal? To the 
Laurentians. If you are living in Winnipeg, there aren’t any 
mountains to flee to, with the best intention in the world. It’s a long, 
long way to the Rockies. There, everything is flat.  

The reference to mountains is familiar to anyone who has been in 
Israel because Jerusalem is surrounded by mountains. The whole 
place is in the mountainous area of Judea. “Flee out of the city into 
the surrounding mountains for refuge.” Now we begin to see the 
details are by no means vague. The Lord’s prophecies are not vague; 
they are specific. The man of sin will appear in Jerusalem and he will 
set himself up in the temple of God. He assumes for himself the glory 
only allowed to God. He seeks the worship of man. Notice that Paul 
also refers to the temple in 2 Thessalonians 2:4.  

6. What should we do when these things happen? 
The sixth question is: What are disciples to do under these 
circumstances?  

Flee from evil! 
Here the Lord gives us the answer: Christians are to flee from this 
evil. They are to put as much distance between this evil, this iniquity 
and themselves. It is a basic Scriptural principle that where there is 
evil, get away from it. Put as much distance between positive evil and 
yourself. 
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That is why in 2 Timothy 2:22 for example, Paul tells Timothy, “Flee 
youthful lusts.” Don’t think, “I can stand it. I will bear temptation.” 
Don’t be foolish. Who is so strong that he cannot fall under tempta-
tion? Flee from it! If you are tempted to sin, put as much distance 
between yourself and the sin. 

If you remember, Joseph fled when Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce 
him. He didn’t say, “Okay, I’m tough. I can stand it. If you try to seduce 
me, you might as well be seducing this pillar of steel here because 
I’m not touchable!” Nonsense! The Scripture says, “Flee!” Grab your 
coat and run. And if you can’t grab your coat, then leave that behind 
and run. The principle in Scripture is: Don’t walk into temptation. 
And if you are there, run from it. Don’t put yourself in a circumstance 
where you could be in trouble. That’s why I have often said to young 
people, especially if you are having “heart problems,” with girls or 
boys, then whatever you do, don’t sit together in the same room by 
yourselves, because you are looking for trouble. If you are inviting 
trouble, let me assure you that you will get it!  

It’s so easy for us as students, to have your girlfriend or boyfriend 
with you in your own apartment or your own room. You invite 
temptation to yourself although you may not have the intention of 
committing sin. You are not so strong as to resist it. No, no one is so 
strong as to resist it. So don’t put yourself in that position. If you are 
going to see your girlfriend or boyfriend, go out to a park, or a public 
place. Don’t look for trouble and regret it for the rest of your life. 
There’s no point in doing that. So the principle in Scripture is: Flee 
from evil! 

Flee from persecution! 
The same applies to persecution. We are not afraid to die but we 
must not invite trouble. We must not look for trouble. When perse-
cution comes, the Lord Jesus tells his disciples, “When they perse-
cute you in one town, flee to the next” (Mt. 10:23). Why? Your job is 
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to preach the gospel, so get on with preaching the gospel. It’s not that 
we want to save our lives, but we want to get our task done.  

When captured, die unwavering and fearless 
However, if you are captured, the Lord says, “Don’t be afraid of those 
who kill the body.” Let them put you to death, that’s okay. But don’t 
offer yourself. That is not heroism. That is foolishness in Scripture. 
Only when we stand firm unflinching in the face of death, with our 
task done, will we die with no regrets and no fear.  

So the principle in Scripture is this: If there is evil here, if the man of 
sin appears, get away from him. Put as much distance between you 
and him as you can. Don’t just stand there and say, “I’m not scared of 
him.” Don’t be foolish. Flee into the mountains!  

That is exactly what happened also in the Early Church. The Bishop 
of Smyrna, Polycarp, that famous martyr of the Early Church, he also 
fled when persecution came. But he was betrayed and captured, and 
his tormentors tried to get him to turn away from Christ. First, with 
seduction which he rejected, then with threats, which didn’t impress 
him either. So he was burned alive, but he was unflinching to the end. 
He fulfilled the Scriptural principle: He fled when persecution came. 
When he was captured, he died unwavering and without any 
shadow of fear. There is the balance of wisdom. 

I have mentioned more than once, that in the days of persecution, 
there were many Christians who rushed out and said, “Here, I’m a 
Christian! Put me to death!” That’s not heroism. That is not fulfilling 
the Scriptural teaching. That is foolishness. 

When the man of sin comes into power, he will move fast! 
So the Lord Jesus is telling us in verse 16: Flee to the mountains. 
Then verse 17 says we are to flee with such urgency, such haste 
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because when the man of sin comes into power, he is going to move 
fast!  

The events of the end time will move faster and faster all the time. If 
you look at human history, you will always see that pattern happen-
ing. It is a pattern of human history that there is an avalanche 
tendency. It starts moving rather slowly, then it gathers momentum. 
As in physics, it increases with speed, it increases with volume as it 
approaches the ground. It gets faster and faster.  

Likewise, you will find that events gather speed in human history. 
Let’s take a look at it. In the first few thousand years, let us say, 
human knowledge progressed relatively slowly. Now we are told 
that human knowledge is gathering pace at an incredible momen-
tum. It tends to double and re-double every few years. The kind of 
progress we are making now within five years, say, in science and 
technology, will be more than the whole of 1,900 years put together. 
It will progress even faster further on. This is the tendency in human 
knowledge in history. It is the tendency in everything in human life.  

Then as we approach the final years of this era, you will find that evil 
also gathers momentum. Evil moves rather slowly at first, and gath-
ers momentum along the way, becoming more and more powerful 
and oppressive, and snowballs its way down to destruction. And so 
there will be enormous urgency. That is what verse 17 means:  

“Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in 
his house.”  

There wouldn’t be enough time. You’ll say, “It’ll only take me five 
minutes. I’ll rush in and grab the things.” Those five minutes will be 
just the five minutes which will seal your doom. The whole point is 
you haven’t got five minutes! If you are on the housetop, get down 
and go! And don’t look into your house and say, “Oh, that souvenir 
coin that my mother gave me. The necklace that my mother wanted 
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me to wear! I forgot my engagement ring!” You are going to forfeit 
your whole life if you don’t leave everything behind and run for it! 

You have to understand the construction of those Jewish houses. In 
our western houses, the stairs are inside the house, and you pass 
through the house when you come down from the rooftop to go to 
the veranda. In the Jewish houses, the stairs are outside the house, 
so you don’t go into the house to come out. You come down the stairs 
outside the house and then you either go in or go out. And the Lord 
says, “When you get down those stairs outside the house, don’t go 
into the house, because if you go in, you may never ever come out 
again. You wouldn’t have enough time to flee.” By the time you come 
out, the secret police of the man of sin will already be at the door. 
“Where are you going? Are you in a hurry? We’ll give you a lift.” And 
you’ll be going to a place where you don’t want to go. 

Then it goes on to say in verse 18:  

“and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his 
cloak.”  

Forget even your coat! Even if you might be cold at night, it’s better 
to catch a cold. Just get going! The outer garment was very important 
one You could not take that garment in pledge from a person 
because he needed it. It was his blanket at night and his protection 
in the day, especially if it were winter. But the Lord says go in such a 
hurry that if you see that you’ve left your coat at the other end of the 
field, forget it! Just get going! The situation is just so urgent. Once 
the man of sin appears, things will move fast. 

And then verse 19 says,  

“alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are 
nursing infants”  

Anyone who’s had a family understands that the pregnant woman 
cannot move very conveniently, and certainly not at any great speed. 
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You will simply be so encumbered that you could be the first in 
trouble and get the whole family into trouble because they are not 
going to desert you. And it’s certainly not that convenient to travel 
with a baby. So in those days, you must be careful about all these 
details because your spiritual survival, not merely your physical 
survival is at stake. 

And verse 20 says,  

“Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath.”  

You will say, “The winter in Palestine is not that cold, why do you 
worry?” Winter in Canada might be a disaster. To travel in 20 
degrees below zero would be bad, but it’s not too bad in Palestine. 
And winter in Hong Kong is not too bad.” The point to understand 
here is that in Palestine, the winter season—between November and 
the end of January—is the season when the rains are heaviest. There 
are constantly downpours and thunderstorms, and traveling under 
those circumstances is in fact very difficult.  

We have already touched on life that comes to a standstill during the 
Sabbath.  

7. What will the days of the man of sin be like? 
The Lord Jesus tells us in verse 21,  

“For then there will be great tribulation such as has not been 
from the beginning of the world till now, no, and never will be.” 

This takes us to the seventh question: What will those days of the 
man of sin be like? Here is the answer: It is simply beyond your 
imagination what that period will be like, because it’s never been 
like that before and it will not happen again. It’s simply too horrible 
to happen again! That is a mind-boggling event!  
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We have seen some terrible things in the world in our time. And 
those of us who barely manage to remember something of WWII will 
never forget the gas chambers and the millions who were gassed to 
death. There was also the Nanking massacre. There will be worse 
things? And they have never happened before? What kind of things 
will happen? What about the atomic bomb? Even that has already 
happened. The whole cities of Nagasaki and Hiroshima were flat-
tened by the atomic bomb! Those who died were not so badly off as 
those who remained alive after the bomb! Many were burned from 
head to foot, and would never have a piece of whole skin on their 
bodies again. Many were also afflicted with leukemia and other 
forms of cancer, and indescribable pain for the rest of their short 
lives. Worse than that?! The mind boggles. What can we think of? 
Man’s imagination is very fertile when it comes to evil. Man’s capa-
city for evil is incredible! What will it be like? The Lord could only 
say, “You can’t imagine what it would be like! Just pray that some-
how by the grace of God, you will survive it.” 

The tribulation will be shortened for the elect 
In fact, the Lord goes on to say here that no flesh could survive those 
days. In verse 22:  

“And if those days had not been shortened (by God’s foresight 
and determination) no human being would be saved; but for the 
sake of the elect those days will be shortened.”  

If you think that you have seen the worst in this world, “you ain’t 
seen nothing yet,” as they say. Terrible days are ahead!  

Some of us have lived through wars. I myself have seen two wars 
with my own eyes: The Japanese aggression of China and what they 
did in China; and the Communist-Nationalist war. Yet the Scripture 
tells us, “You ain’t seen nothing yet!” Such will be the horror of those 
days that is yet to come! And the Lord is telling us all this so that our 
minds will be prepared. God hasn’t promised skies always blue. Oh 
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no, he hasn’t promised that. What he has promised is strength to see 
it through. 

And then he goes on to say that those days will indeed be shortened 
for the sake of the elect. The term “elect” in the New Testament 
refers again and again to the Church, to the Christians.  

The Church will not be raptured before the tribulation 
Here I must mention one thing in passing. Maybe some of you have 
heard a teaching which says that Christians and the Church will be 
raptured before the tribulation. Let me put it very succinctly in 
answer to that. That is sheer nonsense! One couldn’t have read the 
Scriptures to say that. The elect will be present in the persecution. 
In fact, the tribulation has to be shortened by God for the sake of the 
elect.  

This term translated here as “elect” is simply the normal term in 
Scripture used to refer to the Church time and again in the New 
Testament. All you have to do is consult a concordance and you will 
see the word “elect” always refers to Christians. For example, in 
Romans 16:13, the elect are the Christians, as also in Romans 8:33, 
Colossians 3:12, 1Peter 1:2, 2:9, and it goes on and on and on. The 
elect always refers to Christians.  

It’s useless to try and say that the elect refers to Jews. It doesn’t refer 
to Jews anywhere in the New Testament that I know of. “Elect” refers 
to the Church, and the Church will be in the tribulation. Let no one tell 
you that the Church will be raptured before the tribulation. Nowhere 
do you find such teaching! You and I—if we are still around at that 
time, and it looks like most of us will be—we will be in this 
tribulation. 
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World-wide persecution during the tribulation  
Notice also the relation of this terrible tribulation to that general 
sign of world-wide persecution in Matthew 24:9.  

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to 
death, and you will be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.”  

The word “tribulation” is also in verse 21a,  

“For then there will be great tribulation.” 

“You will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake.” Ask yourself 
today, “Will I be able to survive as a Christian under those circum-
stances? Am I a “sunshine Christian” who says, “Since the weather 
happens to be nice today, and I happen to like to go for a little walk, 
that’s why I’m in church. Had it rained today, I would have stayed 
home to watch TV.” Such “sunshine Christians” tolerate going to 
church when the weather is good enough. What will happen to you 
at the tribulation when you will be imprisoned, starved or be 
delivered to death? I wonder, what will happen to you, brothers and 
sisters? Will you endure to the end? This is the purpose of this 
teaching. 

8. What is the Satanic purpose of all this?  
Let us come quickly to our last point and we must close. The eighth 
question we want to ask is: What is the Satanic purpose of all this? 
We are told about the purpose very plainly in verse 24, the last verse 
that we will look at today.  

We are told that the tribulation and the suffering will be so great that 
you and I will be longing, “O Jesus! Come! Come again we beg of you!” 
Right now, you may not wish for Jesus to come because you would 
like to enjoy your new car, new television set, your new this, new 
that. You like to enjoy life a bit longer. It’s so nice in Spring! “Lord 
Jesus, hold on a while! I haven’t finished my degree yet. If you come 
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now, I’ll lose my degree. Now hold on until next year, and when I’ve 
got my degree, by all means come.” But in the days of the man of sin, 
the oppression and the suffering will be so intense that you and I will 
be saying, “Lord Jesus! Please come! Save us from this situation!”  

False teachers, false christs will feed on your suffering to 
deceive you 
And so in verse 23,  

“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There 
he is!’ do not believe it.”  

You will have that situation which shows us the danger that when 
the Church is longing for Jesus’ Coming, there will be the imposters 
coming to fill your expectations! Then someone will say, “Here is 
Christ! He’s in that field over there!”; or “Christ is in that church over 
there!”; or “He is in the inner room inside there!” We are all looking 
for Christ and then the false christs will come. They will feed on all 
this longing. These deceivers— false teachers, false christs—are 
always around ready to feed on your needs.. 

Lately, I bought a book in a book sale for one-eighth of the original 
price, and that book called Give Me the Prime-time Religion has really 
caused me great distress. Initially, I was fascinated by the title. 
“Prime-time Religion” naturally refers to prime-time television. You 
might know that certain organizations are going more and more into 
this “prime-time religion.” They book the prime time on television 
and you can see all these religious ceremonies and campaigns on 
television. This book I bought concerns the most famous TV evangel-
ist in North America called Oral Roberts, and it was written by one 
of his staff members who knew him from the inside; he worked in 
that organization for three and a half years.  

The revelations of that organization written by this man really 
caused my mouth to drop open in astonishment! The point that he 
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was making is exactly the point that you read in Matthew 24:23. 
Since people are so desperately in need of emotional and spiritual 
sustenance, false christs and teachers feed on their needs very 
effectively to draw millions of dollars from them. He pointed out that 
organization nets in the region of $60 million per year; Oral Roberts 
lives in a house in California worth $1million and has another one in 
Tulsa worth $1/4 million; he drives $25,000 cars and changes them 
every six months, and so on and so forth. 

Even reading very carefully to keep on eliminating a lot of what he 
says in the book, I realize that unless what he said was true, he dared 
not publish that book otherwise he would be in a libel suit. He would 
have been taken to court by Oral Roberts to the tune of millions of 
dollars of libel suit. But this book was published four years ago and 
Oral Roberts has not once opened his mouth that I have heard of. In 
fact, that organization has paid the author to withdraw his book, and 
he refused.  

Now I don’t like this kind of stories. We have enough bad stories and 
bad publicity to last us for a long time. But when I read that book 
during the past few days, the words in Matthew 24:23 kept coming 
back to me. In our desperation and need, there will be people who 
say, “Lo, here is the Christ!” or “Lo, there he is!” And there will be 
people rushing here and there, being taken advantage of by these 
imposters of one sort or another. I don’t know whether Oral Roberts 
is an imposter. But if he lives in a $1 million home, I really do scratch 
my head and wonder what is this all about? A $2 million private jet 
at his disposal at all times doesn’t sound good. It doesn’t sound good 
either that he wears suits costing between $500 to $1,000 each. And 
as this man pointed out, all this is lived by a person who is supposed 
to be preaching Christ who had nowhere to lay his head. These 
things disturb me.  

We are in the last days. False christs and false teachers abound. They 
talk about Christ and sound plausible, but all they want to do is put 
money into their own pockets. 
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The man of sin wants us to depart from God, to destroy the 
Church 
Now we come to verse 24:  

“For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform 
great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even 
the elect.”  

Our final question is: What is Satan’s purpose for all this? What does 
the man of sin have in mind? He wants to lead us astray, so that we 
apostatize – depart from God.  

Is it possible to lead the elect astray? How can we prevent it? 
Our time is gone and this point will take a little time. There are two 
questions in verse 24 that I need to expound. One of the fundamental 
questions is: Is it possible to lead the elect astray? Does “if possible” 
mean it’s not possible or does it mean it’s possible? We have to 
examine this linguistically and Scripturally. The second question is: 
How can we not be led astray? By what means can we be preserved 
from being led astray? Since our time is gone, we will have to leave 
this to the next occasion. 

The world will adore and exalt the man of sin 
However, we must carefully take to heart that the man of sin is not 
far away. According to one modern prophecy, he is already in the 
world today. One prophet prophesied that this person was born into 
this world in 1962 in the Middle East. If that is true, then he is 19 
years old now. I take all such prophecies with some degree of 
precaution, as I trust you also will, but if that is true, it means that he 
will appear pretty soon. In fact, according to that prophecy, the man 
of sin being a very phenomenal person, will appear in power already 
in his early twenties. 
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Also, one last point to bear in mind is this: When he does appear, he 
will be hailed by the world. The world will adore him and think he is 
fantastic, much in the words of Luke 16:15,  

For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of 
God.  

That tells us a lot. He will come to the praise and applause of the 
world, and then gradually, only gradually, his real colors will come 
out. And he will begin to put the squeeze on the Church with the 
intention of destroying it altogether. May God help us to endure to 
the end.  

Let us be quiet in prayer. 

Yahweh Father, again we do thank you that we live in momentous 
although dangerous days. And we pray earnestly that you will give 
us understanding of what the Lord Jesus is saying to us here: “let him 
who reads understand” lest we hear all this and we don’t understand. 
Or we think, “Well, it will never happen to us and perhaps it may not 
be as bad as you have said it would be.” Help us to realize it will be 
even a lot worse than we could ever imagine. Prepare every heart of 
your people to be faithful unto death, that we may receive the crown 
of life. Hear our prayer, Father, for you know that we are weak. We 
beg you to uphold us until we see the Lord Jesus face to face. We 
thank you, Father. Amen.  
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