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e continue today, in the exposition of our Lord’s teaching in
Matthew 24:24-27 where we left off last week:

For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great
signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the
elect. See, I have told you beforehand. So, if they say to you,
‘Look, he is in the wilderness,” do not go out. If they say, ‘Look,
he is in the inner rooms,” do not believe it. For as the lightning
comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man.



Who will succumb to the Antichrist’s deceitful
methods? — Christians

We saw last week from verse 24, the whole object that the Antichrist
has in mind is the deception, the leading astray of the elect. Today,
we need to look at his goal and the kind of people who will succumb
to his deceitful methods. He will not work alone; he will have many
allies who are these false Christs and false prophets all working
together in one way or another. All these antichrists or lesser
Christs, claiming to be Christ of some sort, have the same objective.
All these lesser prophets (“prophet” simply means teacher in the
Word of God) are seeking to lead the elect astray.

Who are the elect who are to be led astray? As we study the
Scriptures and see how this word, “the elect” is used in the New
Testament, constantly and without fail, refer to the Church, to the
disciples. The word “elect” simply means those who are chosen, and
chosen not in some Calvinistic predestinarian sense. The chosen are
those who have responded to his invitation, as you could see from
Matthew 22:14, “Many are called but few are chosen.” In that
parable, the Lord Jesus makes it plain that the chosen are those who
have responded to the call of grace. They are not chosen in some
predestinarian sense, in which man’s choice, man’s will does not
enter into it whatsoever, so that you are simply tacitly drawn against
your will if necessary, into the kingdom of God, that your will is
obliterated or crushed if God chooses to choose you. That is
predestinarianism in its worst form, and simply without Scriptural
foundation.

In Scripture, man’s responsibility always stands parallel to God’s
calling and God’s choice. And the Lord has made it very plain in his
own teaching in Matthew 22:14 and the parable preceding it namely,
the Parable of the Wicked Tenants, that the chosen are those who
respond to his call, his invitation. They respond to God’s call through
the commitment of faith. Faith is the means by which we respond to
God’s call, and through this commitment, we become his chosen, as



in Matthew 24:31, “he will gather the elect (his chosen).” We become
his when we respond in faith to his call.

We find that in the Old Testament, the Israelites were called the
chosen (the elect), for example, in 1 Chronicles 16:13; Psalm 89:3,
105:6, 43 and so on and so forth. But when we come into the New
Testament, we consistently find that the elect refers now to the
Church and not to the Israelites. Even in Romans Chapter 11 where
the Jews are the subject, verses 5 and 7 say that not all Israel are
those who are the elect but that remnant who have responded to
God’s grace in Christ. The faithful remnant is the elect in Israel, not
Israel as a whole.

So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.

What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect
obtained it, but the rest were hardened.

When we come further into the New Testament, we see everywhere
that it refers simply to the Church, for example, in Colossians 3:12; 2
Timothy 2:10; 1 Peter 1:2 and so forth.

The Church is not raptured before the tribulation

There are some people who suggest that the Church will be
raptured, conveniently sky-lifted by God before the tribulation that
we studied about last week. The desire that we never have to suffer
anything for God and for Christ, frankly tells us about the mentality
of Christians today. “Pretribulationism,” the notion that the Church
will be raptured before the tribulation, is very common in the
Western churches as well as in the Chinese churches. We can be
thankful that that is not the only teaching that goes around but it is
a pretty popular one. It's popular because we have a generation of
Christians who are simply spiritual “jellyfish,” if you like, they have
no spiritual backbone. The thought of suffering a little for Christ
terrifies the wits out of them, and all they want to do is flee! To



escape whenever it comes to any persecution or any problems of the
kind. This is incorporated into a doctrine which then teaches that we
are spiritually air-lifted out of the whole tribulation problem. It’s
very convenient indeed!

However, we read that Matthew 24:22 says the tribulation will be
shortened for the sake of the elect,

And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would
be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut
short.

What do you need to shorten it for? Because according to our friends,
the Church will be raptured away out of the tribulation. There’s no
need to shorten the tribulation at all because we wouldn’t even be
here to worry whether or not it’s shortened.

Who then are the elect for whom it is shortened? Well, our friends
answer that those are the Jews! As we see in the New Testament, the
elect are never the Jews. The elect in the New Testament is the
Church. If we want to commence twisting the Scriptures, that is the
quick way to do it. Just say that the elect are the Jews. Therefore, who
are to be deceived in verse 24? That would be the Jews being
deceived. Presumably, the Antichrist is only interested in deceiving
the Jews and not really interested in deceiving the Church. Or even
if he were interested in deceiving the Church, he could not get his
hands on them since they have already disappeared from the scene.

No, there is no way to side-step it, if we wish to be honest to the
Word of God and stop messing around with it. The elect in the New
Testament is unequivocally the Church, and the Church will be in the
tribulation. That is what the whole of Matthew Chapter 24 is about.
The Lord Jesus is warning his disciples and the Church as a whole:
“You will be hated by men for my name’s sake. Not some other
people, but you, my disciples will be hated by all men and by all
nations. You will be persecuted. You will be put to death.” The whole



of Matthew 24 is a warning directed to his disciples and to the
Church, not to the Jewish nation that is supposed to live through the
tribulation. The Lord began this address to his disciples in verse 4,
in answer to their question in verse 3. It is time that we deal honestly
with the Word of God rather than invent pet theories which have no
Scriptural foundation.

Is it at all possible to deceive the elect?

The objective of the man of sin, the Antichrist, is to deceive the elect.
Matthew 24:24 says, “so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.”
The question immediately arises, is it at all possible to deceive the
elect? If the words “if possible” mean that it is not possible to deceive
the elect, then clearly, the Antichrist and Satan, who is motivating
him, are simply wasting their time; they are engaged in a futile objec-
tive with no hope of success because the elect cannot be deceived!

What does “if possible” mean? Is it or isn’t it possible to deceive the
elect? Again, we must not base our exposition on some pet theories
of ours. We determine in advance on other grounds, mostly psy-
chological grounds unfortunately. Then, we just try to fit Scripture
into it, and we throw out the Scripture that doesn’t. That is not an
honest way to deal with the Word of God. | must accept what the
Scripture says, whether I like it or not, whether it suits my psycho-
logical makeup or not, or whether I think it threatens my security or
not. We must not determine to have a doctrine simply because it
suits my psychological need for security, for assurance. This is a
dishonest handling of the Word of God. We must look at the Word of
God.

What does the Word of God say? For this, we must approach it on
two levels. We must approach the matter strictly on the linguistic
evidence, and secondly, we must approach it on Scriptural grounds,
that is, to see what other Scripture related to the use of these words
have to say on this subject. If we were to do a detailed study of this,
it would cover a very, very wide area. But I shall narrow the ground



in order not to have to spend several hours on the subject, which we
could easily do.

Approach on linguistic evidence: 8 “if possible” in
the New Testament

First, let us look at the linguistic evidence where the area is not so
wide. The words “if possible,” ei dunatov in Greek, occur 8 times in
the New Testament so that the area of investigation is limited by the
frequency of its occurrence to these 8 times.

It is possible to deceive the Church (Mt. 24:24 // Mk. 13:22)

We have already looked at the term “if possible” in Matthew 24:24,
which has its parallel in Mark 13:22, so we don’t need to look at the
parallel passage, Mark 13:22. It is more or less repeating exactly the
same.

“If possible” does not preclude the possibility of Jesus’ not
dying
Let us take alook at the use of these words, “if it be possible” in what

the Lord Jesus says in the Garden of Gethsemane in Matthew 26:39
(//Mk. 14:35).

And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying,
“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; neverthe-
less, not as [ will, but as you will.”

Was it possible for the cup of death to pass from the Lord Jesus? Was
he in some way compelled to drink this cup? Was it impossible in an
absolute sense for him to avoid this cup? Did God have to send Jesus
to die? That is the question. If it is not possible, then it means under
no circumstances was it possible for Jesus not to have died. In the
absolute purposes of God, God was somehow left with no alternative



but to send Jesus to die. Even God was compelled that Jesus must die.
Now we must be careful to clarify our thinking here. What do we
mean by God is compelled? What does it mean that he has no
alternative? Did Jesus have no alternative but to die? What do we
mean by this?

We must distinguish between two lines of thinking here. In terms of
alegal line, God was under no obligation whatsoever to send his Son
to die. In that sense he is not compelled. In that sense, we cannot say
God had to send Jesus to die. It's not that somehow, you and I are so
important to God that he is under some kind of legal obligation to
rescue me. God is under no such obligation. If he were, it would have
cancelled out the other alternative, that Jesus did not die because he
loved us; he died because he had no choice. Where there is no choice,
then love does not enter into the discussion.

If  have done something which I am legally obliged to pay for, such
as my taxes, | pay the taxes not because I love the local government
so much, I pay the taxes because the law requires it of me. Love does
not enter into the discussion. If I don’t have to pay the taxes and the
government says, “You have a choice. If you love this country, you
will pay the taxes. If you don’t love this country, you don’t pay the
taxes.” I have a choice then. Then my love is being put to the test and
[ can say, “I love Canada. I love this country, so I'll pay my taxes. Or
maybe I'll pay half of it anyway.” But when there is a legal obligation,
love does not enter into the discussion.

If by some indefinable law of which we do not yet know, that even
compels God to send Jesus to die, then Jesus had to die. Then it’s no
use talking about God loving us because he had no choice. It's no
longer an important question whether or not he sent Christ to die
for us out of love. He had to do it by some unseen, inexplicable law
that determined his action. Now we know from Scripture that that is
not at all the case. God did not have to send his Son in that sense.
Therefore, that leaves us only with the other alternative: He had to



send his Son only in the sense in which there is a moral reason,
namely his love, not an obligation.

When someone is drowning in the Saint Lawrence, there is no legal
requirement for me to jump in and save that person. There is no law
enacted in Canada which says that if you see a drowning man, the
law requires you to jump in and save him at the risk of your own life.
No, but my love would compel me to do so. It's not the compulsion
of an external force but the compulsion of an internal motivation.
That is very important to distinguish.

Therefore, legally or externally speaking, the answer to this
question, “Can this cup pass from the Lord Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane?” is “certainly.” On the one hand, Jesus could say, “I
don’t want to die for them. [ have no necessity to die for them. On the
other hand, there is the compulsion of an inner love: love for the
Father, and love for us. That constitutes a compulsion that the words
“possible” or “impossible” can be applied. Certainly, it is possible not
to die in terms of a legal compulsion, and it is also possible not to die
in terms of love. I love them but I don’t have to die for them. The
words “if possible” do not preclude the possibility of Jesus’ not dying.

“If possible” means by all possible means; it is possible.

Let us look further at Luke 14:31 how this term “if possible” is used
in the Lord’s teaching. And let us see “if possible” is after all possible
or not possible. It seems almost ridiculous that we have to discuss
the words “if possible” as though it were not possible. That is
contrary even to linguistic usage. But we will look at it in this way as
a matter of simply looking at it very impartially.

Here the Lord is discussing about our commitment and comparing
that commitment to a number of persons. And one of these is a king
who has to encounter an enemy:



Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will
not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten
thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty
thousand?

When I preached on this some time ago, | pointed out that the odds
are loaded against the Christian two to one. The Lord Jesus
deliberately uses the parallel that when you make a commitment to
become a disciple, you are faced with a two-to-one odd against you.
That is why there are so few genuine disciples in this world. The
odds are simply too strong and they have decided to back down, and
the result is you end up being a Christian in name but not in fact.

The words translated “whether he is able” are in fact the same Greek
words for “if possible.” When you are working with an English tran-
slation, you always have this problem of not realizing that you are
dealing with exactly the same words in the Greek. In the Greek, it is
whether “if possible” he could meet the twenty thousand oncoming
enemy with his own ten thousand soldiers. Now is it possible to
defeat a twenty-thousand oncoming force with a ten-thousand force
of your own? Anyone at all familiar with military history will know
that not only is it possible but also time and again, the smaller and
more efficient and well-organized army has defeated a larger army.

The battle of the Greeks against the Persians, especially in the
famous incident surrounding Thermopylae is a classic example
when the Greeks were outnumbered by the Persian armies not 2 to
1but5to1,6to1,7to1,and they still overthrew the Persian armies.
In fact, the whole military history is dotted with these illustrious
events where smaller armies have defeated greater ones. As I have
already told you, before [ became a Christian, my ambition was very
much in the military field and I fed upon this type of military history
and studied the strategies whereby these things could be
accomplished. Alexander the Great was well-known for defeating far
larger armies with his far smaller Greek armies many times.



Also, Hannibal of Carthage made military history. Carthage is in
North Africa in the area of Tunisia today. Hannibal, that great
Carthaginian general defeated the Romans again and again. The
awesome Romans were defeated by Hannibal time and again with a
far smaller army. In fact, he did something pretty incredible. At one
of the battles on the east coast of Italy, he actually did what was
unheard of in military history. He literally surrounded a larger
Roman army with his Carthaginian army and destroyed the Roman
army! That was unheard of because normally, according to military
principles, you surround that army only if your own army is bigger
than the army you are fighting, and you seek at least a 2 to 1
numerical advantage when you are surrounding an army to trap
them in. It is unheard of as far as I know in military history, to
surround a larger army with a smaller one. Yet, that is exactly what
Hannibal did, and did it with great success. He destroyed the Roman
army in the process. In fact, Hannibal was so feared in Italy that he
marched up and down that country unchallenged. No Roman army
would face him on the field. They sheltered behind the security of
their walls, and Hannibal, having no siege equipment, could not
smash through the walls to attack the cities. So he marched up and
down Italy with all the Roman armies running to hide behind their
fortified cities whenever he turned up on the scene.

The point [ am getting at is precisely this: the words “if possible” in
the Lord Jesus’ teaching means—as the he himself knows—certainly
possible. It is certainly possible to meet and even to defeat an army
of twenty thousand with ten thousand, assuming that you have the
stature of Hannibal or the stature of Alexander. In fact, Hannibal’s
battles in Rome occurred more than 200 years before the time of the
Lord Jesus, and they were celebrated throughout the ancient world,
so this was nothing new in the Lord Jesus’ time. Alexander the Great
also conquered many armies in the then known world with his
smaller army, some 300 years before the time of the Lord Jesus. So
“if possible” certainly means it is possible. There is no question about
it!
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For Paul to get to Jerusalem by Pentecost was difficult but
possible

Acts 20:16 is another use of this term “if possible.” Here the context
of “if possible” has to do with Paul’s intention to bypass Ephesus and
hasten to get to Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, if possible.
Clearly, Paul thought it was possible to get to Jerusalem by
Pentecost, therefore he decided not to spend time in Ephesus but to
go straight on to Jerusalem. So “if possible” most certainly means it is
possible. “If possible” would indicate that there might be certain
problems, such as if the ship were delayed, if there were storms and
so on. It is to say that it is not easy but it is possible.

[ am looking at each occurrence of this word, not only to explain this
passage, but hopefully also to show you the way in which Scripture
is studied if you want to do it in an accurate and unbiased linguistic
method. The only way you can do it is to study how the term is used.
That is the proper linguistic procedure.

Make every effort, by all possible means, but possible

In Romans 12:18 is the same term “if possible”.

If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

No one would want to suggest that it is impossible for Christians to
live peaceably with everyone. In most cases, it can surely be done.
Here the meaning of “if possible” begins to come forth. [t means make
every effort, by all possible means, live peaceably with all men.

Paul wanted to get to Jerusalem in time by all possible means. And
that king studied by what available means, by what possibility, by
what strategy, he could defeat the oncoming army of 20,000 with his
own 10,000 men. So it is becoming very clear that “if possible” means
by all possible means.
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We have studied the use of the words “if possible” linguistically, by
simply looking at how the term is used, and we can see that “if
possible” means that there is a possibility it could be done, even if it
may not be easy. There’s no question about that. And I think no
unbiased linguistics scholar would dispute that conclusion. So all
this is clear from the study of the use of “if possible,” without arguing
over dogma or doctrine.

Approach “if possible” on Scriptural evidence: Can the elect
be deceived?

Having looked at it linguistically, let us now look at it Scripturally.
What does Scripture have to say? Can the elect be deceived? Or does
the Scripture say that the elect cannot be deceived? If the elect
cannot be deceived, all this warning is unnecessary. You don’t have
to worry, and I don’t have to worry, because we cannot be deceived.
So let’s relax! We don’t have to watch and pray; we don’t have to be
on the alert. We don’t have to be forewarned. In fact, we don’t know
why the Lord Jesus said, “See, I have told you beforehand” in
Matthew 24:25. What's the use of telling me beforehand? You don'’t
have to tell me beforehand because I cannot be deceived; no one can
be deceived. We are the elect! We don’t need that warning. There-
fore, we make fools of ourselves, and therefore we will be deceived
by the Antichrist. Precisely those people who think they stand will
fall.

However, with all-out humble prayer and by God’s grace, it won’t be
a piece of cake for the Antichrist, the man of sin to deceive the elect.
The faithful will certainly put up a good fight enduring to the end,
even to death, against being deceived. This is possible although it
will not be easy.

Eve, the elect in God’s plan was immediately deceived

Let us look at the Scriptural evidence. Can the elect be deceived? In
Genesis 3:15, the elect was deceived right from the beginning. If
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there were any chosen, any elect in God’s plan, it was Adam and Eve.
Undoubtedly, they are classed among the elect in God’s plan of
salvation, but the elect was deceived from the word “go.” Eve was
immediately deceived as we see from Genesis 3:15.

Paul warns the Corinthians that they most certainly can be
deceived

And it is this very passage that Paul applies to the Corinthians in 2
Corinthians 11:3. He warns the Corinthians that they most certainly
can be deceived. Here you have precisely this word “deceived.” Let
us read from verse 2:

For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one
husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. But I am
afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to
Christ.

She fell. She and her husband, Adam were cast out of the Garden of
Eden; cast out from fellowship with God; cast out from the blessings
that God had wanted to pour upon them. You determine what that
casting out means. The apostle Paul is afraid; he does not have the
self-confident “assurance” that some people have these days. Paul is
saying to the Corinthians, “I am afraid that Satan is going to deceive
you as he deceived Eve. You are going to be led astray, with the result
that you also will lose that communion with God, that fellowship
with God that belongs to the elect.” Can the elect be deceived? Can
the Church be deceived? There is nothing in Scripture that says they
can’t.

The Galatians allowed themselves to be bewitched

If that is not enough warning, the same thing happened not only to
the Corinthians, but the Galatians were also deceived. In Galatians
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3:1, Paul administers a stinging rebuke to the Galatians for allowing
themselves to be deceived. Let’s read Galatians 3:1-3.

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your
eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let
me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the
law or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun
by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?

He uses a word even stronger than “deceive.” They have been
bewitched! Hypnotized! That is the worst form of deception. They
have completely lost possession of their faculties. At least the person
who is deceived still thinks, he has his faculties intact; he still knows
what he is doing. But a person who has been bewitched, charmed,
hypnotized doesn’t really know what he is doing anymore.

And he goes on in Galatians 5:4, warning the Galatians that they are
in big trouble: they have fallen from grace; they are severed from
Christ. Those are powerful terms indeed! It’s very frightening!

You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the
law; you have fallen away from grace.

Well, more plain and strong than that the admonition cannot be put.
It was not the whole church, but those Galatians who have allowed
themselves to put their trust in their works of flesh. They were so
utterly deceived by the false teachings that they have fallen from
grace and been severed from Christ.

We can continue looking at the fact that the Church can be deceived,
by going on to Revelation to see how many had been led astray in
the seven churches, in one case by certain Balaamites, who held the
teaching of Balaam (Rev. 2:14), in another case by a certain woman
called Jezebel (Rev. 2:20). They were very much deceived.

[ know of nowhere in Scripture that says that the elect cannot be
deceived. Yet, in spite of the linguistic evidence, in spite of the
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Scriptural evidence, we want to hold on to pet doctrines regardless
of what the Word of God says. You hold on to these to your own
destruction.

The Lord Jesus tells us that the whole purpose of “the man of
lawlessness” is to deceive you and me, to deceive the elect. Although
he will not find it a piece of cake, it is by no means impossible, as we
see in the case of the Corinthians and the Galatians. When we recog-
nize that the deception of “the man of lawlessness” will far surpass
these false teachers’, then you can see just how desperate the condi-
tion in those days will become, how essential it is that we watch and
pray, that we do not fall into temptation.

Many Christians are already deceived now!

But apart from this important matter of watching and praying that
we do not fall into temptation, in fact, according to some teaching
nowadays, you don’t have to watch and pray because you can’t fall
into temptation anyway. And if you did fall into temptation, nothing
whatsoever is at stake. So why not just keep falling into temptation?
You couldn’t be lost anyway. There is nothing to worry about. No
wonder the Church does not watch and pray. No wonder the Church
doesn’t have to concern itself about the working out of its salvation
with fear and trembling. Who needs to fear and tremble? We are told
that is the denial of assurance. So Paul presumably had no assurance
since he uses the expression “fear and trembling” a number of times.

Let us not be fools! Let us not be already deceived now! There is a
lot of deception waiting for us in those last days which are presently
to descend upon us. Yet, many Christians are deceived long before
they even got to those last days. That is what I have been trying to
warn the Church about. There are many false teachers around, not
that they intend to be false but that they have been deceived. We
must be watch and pray. Beware of false prophets and their false
teaching.
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How can we prevent ourselves from being deceived?

1. Know the Word of God

The second question I would like to ask right now is: How to avoid
being led astray? Thanks be to God, the Lord Jesus also gave us an
answer in Matthew 22:29 because the word “wrong” is the same
Greek word as “led astray”! Matthew 22:29 reads like this:

But Jesus answered them (the Sadducees), “You are wrong,
because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God.”

That is why I say again to those in training and to all of you who
desire to understand the Word of God, it is so essential to know your
Greek. You cannot expound the Word of God without knowing the
original. You cannot depend on a translation. When you read the
translation, you wouldn’t know that the same word in the Greek has
been translated in a different way in different passages, just as the
same word in the Greek has been translated differently to “wrong”
(Mt. 22:39) and “led astray” (Mt. 24:24).

This means that we can avoid being led astray if firstly, we know the
Scriptures, and if secondly, we know the power of God.

Several Greek words are translated as the word “know.” The word
ginosko is to know from experience, but the word that is used here
is the word oida which means to know because someone has in-
structed you or has given you this knowledge. Given this knowledge
does not mean that it has nothing to do with skill. In fact, in the Old
Testament, David is said to “know” how to play the harp, and the
word is not ginosko in the sense of knowing from experience how to
play the harp, but to know as a skill or a gift that is given to him. The
point is that this skill that he has in playing the harp was given him
by God. It is a gift, but it doesn’t mean that gifts do not require
practice or even improvement through the use.
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For example, you may have the gift of preaching but you don’t know
it because you may never have exercised that gift. But one day, when
you exercise the gift, you’ll suddenly realize that God blesses people
through your gift of preaching. That doesn’t mean because you have
the gift of preaching, so you don’t have to prepare the passage that
you are going to preach on; that you simply open your mouth and
just talk whatever comes to your mind as preachers in fact do.
Indeed, to have the gift of preaching means nonetheless that you
spend perhaps hours meditating in the Word of God, you spend
hours working upon that passage in the Word of God. So the gift and
the labor are never separated in the Scriptures. You may have a gift
of this or you may have a gift of that, but you still have to work at it.
You have salvation as a gift, but you have to work out your salvation.
That is the same principle here. To “know” the Scriptures is a gift
from God. It requires a certain insight into the Word of God. When
you listen to a person’s preaching, you recognize at once that he or
she has an insight. It's not just that the person has done their work
on the passage. Work alone would not have been sufficient. Many
people have labored long hours on the passage but they still don’t
produce anything because of the lack of that gift of insight.

This is the Lord Jesus’ point here. “You Sadducees err not because
you have never read the Bible. I'm sure that you have spent hours
reading the Bible, but you do not know the Word of God because you
have not received from God that gift of insight. And you have not
received that gift of insight because you think you already know the
Word of God therefore you don’t come before him and ask, “God,
open my eyes that [ may see. Give me the insight into this passage.”
No one can preach the Word of God if he doesn’t depend on God’s
grace for insight. Hard work is necessary but that alone is not
sufficient. You need that gift from God. That is the word oida. You
know it, you saw it because God gave you the insight.

Many times, a preacher sees God’s truth clearly as it were in one
flash, but in preaching it, he has to prove that insight. I can say to

e

you, “if possible’ simply means it is possible although it’s not easy,”
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and you have to take my word for it. Then you ask, “How do you
know?” And I reply, “It's my insight.” So you have to depend on my
insight. Well, certainly. But that will not be too convincing to you.
You will ask, “Maybe you have insight from God, but how do I know
it’s correct?” Therefore  have to go through these eight passages and
show you, “Look carefully at it. Do you see it?” You will say, “Oh yes,
when Ilook at those passages, it is true linguistically. Your statement
holds.” Truth does not depend on arbitrariness. Truth depends on
the whole range of evidence available to prove its case. But still, one
needs to have the insight to see it in the first instance.

So first, if we are not to be led astray by the Antichrist, we must have
that knowledge to “know” the Word of God. Knowing that Word of
God is firstly, insight, which is a gift from God, and is backed up by
outworking of that gift in much labor and toil.

You see that so beautifully illustrated in Paul. No one was ever as
gifted as Paul - gifted in the spiritual sense, not in the natural sense.
He could speak with tongues. He could heal the sick. He could
expound the Word of God with an insight from God, as he said to
those who heard him, “You know my insight into the Word of God”
(Eph. 3:4). Is he boastful? Of course not because the insight is a gift.
There is nothing to boast about. It is a gift. Therefore, Paul could say
in his letters, “You know my insight into the mysteries of God. I have
great insight. I have that insight not because I achieved it, but
because God gave it.” Now you can have insight too. Go ahead and
ask God who gives generously without holding back. Ask him if you
don’t have it.” So ask God to give you insight to know the Word of
God. It’s essential that you know the Word of God if you are going to
survive in the day of the Antichrist.

2. Know God’s power by experience

Secondly, also know God’s power clearly, fully, certainly. Here again,
you know it by experience only after he has revealed it to you. Have
you walked with God in such a way that God was able to reveal his
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power to you? Do you know his power? Without that equipping, you
cannot serve God.

What did God do before he could send Moses out to Egypt? He
revealed himself in the burning bush. God revealed himself in such a
way to Moses that Moses could say, “I know whom I have believed.
know who I am speaking about. He has sent me to you. I AM has sent
me.” He knew God. But he knew God not because he worked his way
to knowing God by some kind of mystical process. He knew God
because he so walked with God. His heart was so open to God. His
mind was so obedient to God. His life was so committed to God that
God could reveal his power to him.

And God reveals his power to every Christian who walks with him. I
say that with confidence, as a matter of truth. You just keep walking
with God and he will reveal himself to you. Maybe in small ways in
the beginning. Small ways are not unimportant. We start with small
things. We must learn the alphabet “abc” before we can study deep
things. In the beginning, He watches over you in small things.
Perhaps he protected you in a car accident; perhaps he watched over
you during an illness. These are small things, and gradually, he takes
you to bigger and bigger things as you walk with him. So when we
have these things, we can have confidence.

Work diligently in God’s Word and press on to be God’s
friend

Foolish is the man who thinks he will be safe in the last days of the
Antichrist, because some doctrine tells him so. The Lord Jesus says,
“You err. You're going to be fooled. You're going to be deceived
because you know neither the Word of God nor his power.” There-
fore we must press on to know his Word and his power. There is no
room for complacency in a vital, living Christian. He doesn’t say, “I'm
not worried about that because I am told that there is no danger that
can happen to me. I cannot be deceived.” That is a fool! Like the
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Galatians, Paul would say to him, “O foolish man! Who has bewitched
you into believing such nonsense?”

No, every one of us Christians must press on in the Word of God.
Press on in getting to know God more fully and more deeply. Only on
that sure foundation can you build assurance. You have the
assurance because the Spirit witnesses with your spirit that you are
a child of God. That is the Scriptural basis of assurance. Assurance
cannot be founded in some fanciful doctrine that has no Scriptural
foundation, but it’s in a living relationship with God. That is the only
true basis of assurance in this Christian life. And if you build your
assurance on any other foundation, that foundation will be swept
away and you will be swept away with it. Build assurance on a living
relationship with God where the Spirit witnesses with your spirit
that you are a child of God. Build assurance on an ever deeper
knowledge, spiritual insight into God’s Word, and on a living
relationship with God through which you know evermore his power
in your daily life. That is the Scriptural teaching.

Satan’s deceptive cunning in signs, wonders, smooth talk is
frightening!

Let us press on a little further. In verse 24, the Lord Jesus goes on to
tell us why that foundation of assurance has to be like rock. It's
because the Antichrist is the worst evil that you have ever come
across. There has not been the like of his cunning skill since the
beginning of history. This is what the Scripture warns us again and
again. Matthew 24:24 tells us: Satan “will arise and show great signs
and wonders.” Not only will the Antichrist’s teaching be with
eloquence but he is also going to do signs and wonders to back up
his teaching! And as I mentioned in a previous message, Revelation
13:2-3 has already warned us what one of these will be his seeming
coming back to life after his seeming mortal wound was healed!

And to it (the Antichrist) the dragon (Satan) gave his power and
his throne and great authority. One of its heads seemed to have
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a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the
whole earth marveled as they followed the beast (the
Antichrist).

He will seem to have resurrection life after death! He will try to
demonstrate that he has almighty power, therefore, he sets himself
up in the temple as “God.” Let us read 2Thessalonians 2:9-12
concerning the Antichrist and what he will do:

The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all
power and false signs and wonders, and with all wicked
deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to
love the truth and so be saved. Therefore God sends them a
strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, in order
that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Here the effect of the Antichrist upon the unbeliever is just terrify-
ing! He will just sweep the unbeliever away like a flood so that even
the foundations of the elect will be shaken by that flood. And some
will collapse and some will stand depending on what kind of
foundation you have built. As for the unbeliever, he hasn’t even got
a foundation. He is simply swept away by these signs and wonders
and this smooth talk.

Are you well prepared for the Day of the Lord’s Coming?

And then going onto the next verse, to Matthew 24:25. Here the Lord
Jesus says, “See, | have told you beforehand,” what is going to come
to pass. And in this connection, [ would like to read to you a passage
from 1 Thessalonians 5:2-4.

For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon
them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they
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will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that
day to surprise you like a thief.

How familiar the doctrine of peace and security are to us today.
Indeed, Satan has well prepared the church for disaster. The world
will be surprised by the Lord’s Coming but you are not in the dark;
you are in the light. And you should not be surprised by his Coming.
That Day should not catch you unawares because you are well
prepared in every way. Are you well prepared? Ask yourself. If you
are not well prepared, then you are in the dark, not in the day.

The parable of lightning: Jesus’ Coming is sudden but not
unexpected

We come towards Matthew 24:26-27, the conclusion of our passage
for today:

So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,” do not go
out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,” do not believe
it. For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as
the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

The force of the original is the Coming of the Son of Man is sudden like
the coming of lightning, and like the thief breaking in, and yet not
unexpected for those who are ready, who are watching and praying.
They are not caught; they are ready. Lightning doesn’t come without
a build up of clouds. Lightning is generally a positive charge on the
ground to a negative charge in the lower part of a cloud. So you
cannot have lightning without clouds. These are the warning signs
that the Lord Jesus is talking about in Matthew 24. We are watching
the build up of clouds; we are ready, so that when the lightning
strikes, we are not caught unawares.
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1. His Coming will be a localized event, but its effect will be
universal

Now lightning, as a symbol of the Lord’s Coming is very instructive,
and I would like to draw three points from this.

The first thing we learn about this parable of the lightning, as a
parable of the Lord’s Coming, is that although the lightning takes
place at one particular point, its effect is seen universally. So it will
be with the Coming of the Lord. The Lord will come at one particular
point, and we know from Acts 1:11-12, that he will descend from high
and his feet will stand upon the Mount of Olives. There the two angels
said to the apostles, “he will come in like manner as you have seen
him go. You have seen him go from the Mount of Olives, his feet will
stand again on the Mount of Olives.” So his Coming will be a localized
event like the flash of lightning but its effect is universal. The light is
not confined to one geographical area. The whole sky brightens up
with the flash of lightning; “For as the lightning comes from the east,
it will shine right up to the west.” The effect will be universal. That
is the first point.

2. The Lord Jesus’ Coming his power and glory

The second point about lightning in this parable of the Lord’s
Coming is the power of his Coming. Did you know that the average
lightning bolt has an electrical output of 1 billion watts? [ didn’t real-
ize that until I researched a bit on the subject. The average lightning
bolt has an electrical output of 1 billion watts that is, 9 zeros after 1!
But there are “super bolts.” A “super bolt” can be over 100 times
more powerful than the average bolt. The average bolt strikes over
land. A “super bolt” comes down, if you can use that expression, over
water, and gives out at least 100 billion watts! That is some figure!
Moreover, it could go as high as 10 trillion watts! For those of you
who are electrical engineers, you will probably appreciate these
figures a bit better than I can, because these figures are getting a bit
astronomical and are beginning to lose much meaning for me. We
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can work with a 100-watt bulb. And we can work even with a 1,000-
watt bulb but when we are talking about 10 trillion watts, that really
is a “super bolt”! Its power is incredible! That article also informs us
that these “super bolts” occurs very often off the coast of Japan, but
elsewhere too.

In 1978, on Bell Island, off Conception Bay in Newfoundland, a
stroke of lightning hit the place and shook houses 8 miles away. This
gives you an idea of the incredible power in a stroke of lightning!

Also, its temperature ranges from 17,000 degrees to 28,000 degrees,
again these astronomical figures. We regard it as rather hot when it
is 21 degrees. 28 degrees is getting to be a bit of a sizzler. And when
we get to 35 degrees, we feel we are melting. Now if we are talking
Fahrenheit, 100 degrees is really roasting us. But here we are talking
about 17,000 to 280,000 degrees!

Apparently, what affects this temperature variation in lightning is
the length of the lightning. The length of a lightning could vary from
one-thousandth of a second to one-tenth of a second. And the longer
the lightning flash, the hotter it is. If those figures, 17,000 to 28,000
degrees don’t mean anything to you, as it also doesn’t mean much to
me, it might help you to realize that it is about 5 times the tempera-
ture on the surface of the sun. So all this gives us an idea about the
power that is manifested in lightning. The Lord Jesus’ Coming will
reveal his power and his glory.

3. The Coming is in flaming fire: Judgment for the wicked,
healing for the righteous

The third thing that we see from this parable of lightning is that
lightning can destroy, and in some exceptional cases, it can heal. Its
destructive power requires very little illustration.

Until I studied this article, I didn’t know that there are 8-1/2 million
volts touching down every 24 hours because I hardly ever see a bolt
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of lightning. In a brief thunderstorm, you see one or two flashes. It is
estimated that in North America alone, about 500 people are killed
through bolts of lightning or through lightning related accidents, like
fires caused by flashes of lightning. In North America alone, 500
people are killed every year! A lot of fuss is made about killer sharks,
and it is estimated that perhaps less than 50 people in the world are
killed by sharks every year. But 500 people get killed by lightning.
The destructive power of lightning far exceeds that of the killer
sharks. So lightning is far more dangerous than sharks.

In one incident recorded in the Guinness Book of Records, in 1975
in Zimbabwe, Rhodesia, 21 people were Kkilled in one lightning bolt.
That reminds me of 2Thessalonians 1:7b-8a, which says,

“the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels
in flaming fire.”

When Christ comes, he will be revealed with power, glory and with
flaming fire! Indeed, flaming fire, the lightning bolt that comes from
God. This is truly a remarkable parable about the Coming of the Lord
Jesus.

But lightning not only destroys, sometimes, it performs remarkable
things too. In June 1980, in Maine of the United States—which is
near Canada—in a town called Falmouth, lived a 62-year-old man
who was totally blind for 9 years and partially deaf. He was hit by a
bolt of lightning while he was standing under a tree in a thunder
storm. In a thunder storm, the last place to stand is under a tree,
because a tree is a conductor of electricity. Apparently, he didn’t
know this and a lightning bolt in a thunderstorm hit him while he
was standing under a tree, and he was knocked unconscious for
about 20 minutes. When he came to, he went home and discovered
that he was able to see again. His blindness was completely cured.
And not only could he see, he regained his hearing as well, so he was
no longer deaf and blind. For some unknown reason, lightning
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healed the man of his blindness and deafness. That’s remarkable,
isn’t it? It will also be with the Coming of the Lord Jesus.

2 Thessalonians 1:8 says that when the Lord Jesus comes, he will be:

...inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

His Coming will be with judgment against the evil and the wicked,
but with healing for those who await his Coming with joy and
expectation.

Let us be quiet before God in prayer.
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