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What did the Lord Jesus teach about the Judgment 
of sheep and goats? 

oday, we continue to study the teaching of the Lord Jesus, and 
for the third and last time, we will look at the passage in 

Matthew 25:31-46 for the present series, as there are important 
matters in this passage that we have not yet dealt with. We will 
concentrate entirely on the Lord Jesus’ teaching on judgment in this 
passage. What did the Lord Jesus teach about judgment? There are 
such riches in the Lord Jesus’ teaching that often, there is great 
difficulty in knowing how to exhaust it all. So I would like you to 
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remember that even concerning past parables and all the teaching 
in the past, we have by no means exhausted all the contents of the 
Lord Jesus’ teaching, but have only touched on some of the main 
points. 

We have seen that in the parabolic language of the sheep, the goat 
and the dog, the dog represents in Scriptural picture language, the 
non-Christian. The goat represents those kinds of people who have 
made a step in the direction of the sheep family, but their transfor-
mation was only partial. In order to become sheep, they have to go 
through another drastic transformation, indeed as drastic as from 
dog to sheep. Yet, many Christians have had to go through this 
“detour” instead of going directly from dog to sheep. How essential 
it is for us to understand these things very clearly! What did he have 
to say about the Judgment concerning the goats and the sheep? So 
let us look at this under a number of headings. 

Why is it necessary to have a Judgment at all? 
In studying the matter of judgment, the immediate question that 
comes to our minds is: Why is it necessary to have a Judgment at all? 
Now judgment has to do with justice. It would be tragic to live in a 
world where justice simply cannot be done, where the innocent 
must suffer and the wicked seem to prosper. If there were not a 
strong perception of justice, all confidence in the future would be 
lost.  

Take for example, just during the last week, there was a girl who 
worked in a bank, Banque Nationale for four months. A gangster 
came in and shot her to death in his nervousness. She was 
completely innocent. She was there only for four months, and she 
was promptly shot to death by some fellow who thought nothing of 
anyone’s life except the money he wanted to get away with. Where 
is justice? How can justice ever be rendered in such a case? Even if 
he could be apprehended and sentenced to prison, what difference 
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does that make to her? For the victim, no justice is done because her 
life is not returned to her. This is the kind of situation you see 
constantly in the world: innocent people suffering through the 
selfishness, or foolishness, or carelessness, or greed of other people. 
How is this going to be set right? It is a clear fact that this matter 
cannot be set right in this life. For that girl who was shot to death, 
there is no more justice left in this world to be rendered to her. Her 
life was taken away from her as a young person. Why then do these 
mobsters live in comfort while righteous people are made to suffer? 
How is this balance of justice going to be set right? Is there any kind 
of moral order in this world? That is the kind of question that 
judgment has to deal with. If we did not have confidence in justice, it 
would truly leave us without hope in this world.  

Having confidence of God’s justice frees us to be 
able to love 
The confidence of justice being done releases us in this present life 
to be able to love. There is a strong connection between justice and 
love because if we felt that there was no chance of being vindicated 
in this universe, it would be very hard to love. I can love a person 
who does me wrong because I know that no matter what happens, 
God’s justice will prevail. I don’t have to seek vengeance. It’s a very 
important thing that justice and judgment become the background 
to love. Why can I turn the other cheek if someone slaps me? Because 
I know that we live in a universe in which God’s justice will be ful-
filled. I can get on with the goodness of loving because I know that 
the business of judging is in God’s hands. I don’t have to try to settle 
the score because I might settle it very wrongly. God will settle it 
right. So, far from being contradictory to love, God’s judgment is in 
fact the necessary support for love because you know that every-
thing will be set right.  
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What about Christians who are persecuted quite wrongfully? They 
have done nothing wrong against their country and they are put in 
jail. What have they done? Their only crime is to be a Christian. You 
begin to have a sense of injustice, of resentment. I have loved my 
country all my life, and now you put me in jail because I am a 
Christian. Let us think of Brother Henry Choi in China, who was such 
a great help to me. He was a research chemist who made his contri-
bution to his country as a chemist, and the gratitude he got was to 
be put in jail for being a Christian. You might have a deep sense of 
injustice, “This is not fair,” and when you have a sense of injustice 
you become bitter, and when you become bitter you cannot love. So 
it’s a mistake to think that there is no connection between judgment 
and love, or even that they are contradictory. In no way are they 
contradictory. I can love, I can forgive, I can be patient to an enemy 
because I have absolute confidence that God will set the matter right. 
He will settle all accounts. I can still love the person who steals from 
me. In fact, I can almost feel sorry for him because God’s justice will 
settle the whole account. I don’t have to be bitter. I don’t have to take 
vengeance on him. There is no need for any of this. If we have such a 
clear concept of judgment, it will completely free us from any 
bitterness, from any need for vengeance because we have complete 
confidence in God. Everything will be settled. No one will get away 
with anything because our God will see that justice is done.  

Moreover, if God is a God of love, and if he loves righteousness and 
truth, that is the way it is bound to be, isn’t it? He is not going to allow 
the righteous to suffer and the wicked to enjoy the fruit of their evil 
doing. No way! Therefore, why do we to need to be disturbed at all? 
So the stronger and clearer is your concept of the Lord Jesus’ teach-
ing on judgment, the more you will be released to love. Isn’t that 
wonderful? This is truly important to understand because if you 
don’t have the certainty that God will put the matter right, then you 
are the one who has to do the avenging, you are the one who wants 
to settle the account. And if you are the one who wants to settle the 
account, obviously you cannot love. There is no way you can do this 
because your sense of justice and your sense of love will be in very 
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violent conflict with each other so that you cannot love anymore. 
You can experience the truth of this for yourself every day.  

The most common incident is that you come out one day, and you 
find that someone has put a dent in your car, or smashed in the front 
of your grill, or broken your windows and ran away! Where is the 
justice? He smashes your car, runs away and you pay the bill for 
something you did not do. In fact, that happened to us. It was my first 
New Year in Montreal, and we went for the New Year prayer meeting 
in the church when it was still in St. Urbain. After the prayer meeting, 
we entered into the first day of the New Year, and we came out 
rejoicing from the time of prayer. Then we found that someone had 
smashed into the grill of the car and drove away! And there I was, 
left with $400 worth of damage! If you don’t have a sense of the fact 
that this world is ruled by the God of justice, you will begin to feel 
bitter towards everyone since anyone is a potential candidate for 
having done this thing. But when you have the deep sense of, “Don’t 
worry. Justice is with God. The whole account will be settled. This is 
nothing to worry about. Never mind, just pay the $400.00. Perhaps 
if God so sees it fit, he may forgive that person because the judgment 
of God is a fearful thing.” In fact, when you realize how mighty and 
severe is God’s judgment, how deep is his concern for righteousness, 
you will have a sense of pity for the person who has wronged you. 
You would actually think, “Let God pardon him because his judgment 
is severe.” Seeing the importance of judgment, let us begin to look at 
these questions.  

Who is the Judge? Jesus is the supreme Judge 
Firstly, who is the judge? As you look at this passage, Matthew 25:31 
tells us,  

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the holy angels 
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.”  
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This is the throne of judgment. The king in those days was the 
supreme court; if a case could not be settled in the lower courts, it 
would finally be taken up to the king. One of the chief functions of 
the king was to exercise judgment. So Jesus is the Judge, and this is 
the teaching that we find very constantly in the Scriptures.  

Peter is preaching this message in Acts 10:42 and he says,  

 “And he commanded us to preach to the people to testify that 
he is the One ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the 
dead.”  

Jesus is the One who commands his disciples so to preach that the 
people understand clearly that God has appointed Jesus to be Judge 
of both the living and the dead, or in the Authorized Version, “the 
quick and the dead.” The “quick” means the living, not that they are 
very fast but that they are very much alive. 

John 5:22-24, 27-29 also state that the Judgment is based upon 
obedience to the Lord Jesus’ teaching and command, and repeatedly 
makes clear that God has sent Jesus to be the Judge:  

The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 
that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. 
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who 
sent him. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into 
judgment, but has passed from death to life.  
 
And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because 
he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming 
when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, 
those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.  

Notice that judgment is based entirely on works. Those who have 
done good to the resurrection of life, those who have done evil to the 
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resurrection of judgment. We will return to this in a moment. Suffice 
it to say what is quite clear to us that Jesus is the supreme Judge, and 
judgment is based on your response to his teaching.  

Who will be judged? Christians and non-Christians 
will be judged 
Let us move to the second question: Who will be judged? There is a 
clear teaching in Scripture that everyone will be judged. In Hebrews 
10:(26-)27 for example, we read that all people will come under 
God’s judgment. However, it is a common misconception in many 
Christian circles that judgment is only for unbelievers, and Chris-
tians will not experience any sort of judgment. This is in complete 
contradiction to Scripture, and we need to look at it carefully. 

(For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the know-
ledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins) 
but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will 
consume the adversaries.  

Paul says in Romans 14:10,  

“Why do you pass judgment on your brother, or you, why do you 
despise your brother? For we shall all stand before the judg-
ment seat of God.”  

He is talking to Christians here, not to non-Christians, and he in-
cludes himself. The apostle Paul will also stand before the judgment 
seat of God. He says the same in 2 Corinthians 5:10,  

 “We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”  

If you study the Scriptures very carefully, you will see that not only 
will Christians not escape judgment, but they are also the ones with 
whom judgment will begin. As Peter says in 1 Peter 4:17,  
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“Judgment begins from the house of God.”  

Where did this idea that Christians will not be judged come from? It 
appears that it comes from Romans 8:1,  

 “There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus.”  

When you are judged but you are found righteous and acquitted, that 
is “not condemned,” it does not mean that there is no judgment. The 
fact is, if there is no judgment, there is no condemnation and no 
vindication either, for “condemnation” is the language of law. It is 
entirely false reasoning and contradictory to the facts in Scripture 
that because there is no condemnation, there is no judgment. What 
is more, it further shows the failure to understand what Romans 8:1 
is saying. Paul says there, “we are therefore now under no condem-
nation.” He does not say we are under no future possibility of 
judgment. These are two different things.  

What does it mean to say that “we are now under no condemnation”? 
It means that our past sins have been forgiven. That doesn’t mean 
that future sins will not be taken into account. It only means that past 
sins have been passed over. This is what Paul explicitly says in 
Romans 3:25. He says in Romans 3:25 that when you repent, and you 
claim the cleansing power of Jesus’ blood, God acquits you of all your 
past sins, that is, your past is wiped clean. Therefore we are now 
under no condemnation because all our sins of the past have been 
cleansed.  

However, Paul is not in the least suggesting that future sins will not 
be judged. Quite the contrary, in Romans 14:10, just a little further 
on he says, “we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” 
We will all have to give account of ourselves. So we don’t need to be 
judging one another because he will do the judging.  

Romans 8:1 in no way has to do with any reference to Christians not 
having to face the Judgment.  
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“Judgment” always refers to judgment of Christians  
On the contrary, in Matthew 25, the very chapter we are studying, 
the emphasis of the Lord Jesus’ teaching on judgment is clearly the 
judgment of those who stand in the covenant relationship to God. 
The previous two parables very, very clearly illustrate this. The first 
is the Parable of the Ten Virgins (Maidens). They were all equally 
virgins. They all equally had lamps. There was no real difference at 
all between them except that five had extra oil and the other five 
didn’t. But you can say we are talking about the judgment of the 
maidens. In the next parable, it was the judgment of all the servants 
of the same master. Now this makes it perfectly clear.  

There is a connecting particle “de.” which connects this section of 
verse 31 to the previous section. You could translate the particle 
“de.” as “so”, but the English has not translated this particle in 
Matthew 25:31, giving the impression in English that verse 31 
onwards begins an entirely different subject, which it does not. It is 
connected to what goes before.  

“All the nations” does not necessarily refer to all 
non-Christians 
Another thing we need to look at in verse 32 is that “before him will 
be gathered all the nations.” Many may presume that “all the 
nations” refers to unbelievers, but the meaning of “all the nations” 
has to be determined by context. Matthew 24:14 says that the gospel 
will be preached to “all nations,” and the Lord Jesus commissions 
his disciples in Matthew 28:19,  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  

(It is clearly stated here that baptism is a corresponding expression 
of faith. To be baptized is an act of obedience.) Then Matthew 28:19 
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connects to our present passage, in Matthew 25:32 because the 
words, “all nations” in both verses are exactly the same in the 
original, the Greek. 

When you “make disciples of all nations,” according to Matthew 
28:19, it must be clearly understood that “all nations” does not refer 
to nations as a whole but individuals in those nations who have 
been discipled. This means that in the last days, the gospel will 
effectively reach every nation and every person, which it is already 
doing now. No nation under the sun will escape the power of the 
gospel even if it has taken 2,000 years to accomplish, and the church 
has failed almost constantly along the way. Yet, somehow in the 
grace of God, it will be done. We shall see it being accomplished if 
God so permits in this very generation. 

The Judgment of Christians will be a judgment of 
genuineness  
The Lord Jesus is concerned about the Judgment in this whole chap-
ter. And I would like to stress again, that he is speaking about the 
judgment of Christians, of disciples, of people who are answerable 
to him in this way. Virtually throughout the whole of his teaching, 
the Lord Jesus is not concerned with a judgment of non-Christians. 
His teaching has this powerful stress on genuineness. Which 
servants prove to be true servants? Which maidens (virgins) prove 
to be maidens who are found faithful?  

We are concerned with conversions. Today, the church is always 
trying to say, “Let’s send missionaries out and convert these people.” 
Frankly, that is not his concern everywhere as I study in the Lord 
Jesus’ teaching. Amazingly, his concern is with genuineness every-
where! Are you really a disciple? Are you really a true servant? Will 
you be found worthy on that Day? When the Son of Man comes will 
he find faith among God’s people? This is something very hard for us 
to understand unless we can absorb the whole spirit of the Lord 
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Jesus’ teaching. Is he not concerned to speak to non-Christians? 
Everywhere he appears to be basically speaking to the covenant 
people. He is speaking to the sons of the kingdom. He does not seem 
to be addressing the non-Christians anywhere. You say, “What about 
the Samaritan woman?” What you need to understand is that the 
Samaritans shared virtually the same faith as the Jews. They 
believed in the same God, and in fact, they adhered to the five books 
of Moses with absolute determination. Everywhere, the Lord Jesus 
speaks in a way that is addressing covenant people. When I am 
expounding the Lord’s teaching, I find that everywhere, his primary 
concern is to stress this matter of genuineness, as you will have 
noticed. He is not fundamentally concerned that perhaps you be-
come a disciple, but that you become a genuine disciple. This stress 
is in the whole of Matthew 25. And I am trying to make the Lord’s 
concern my own concern. I have no choice. 

In fact, when you read the whole New Testament, there is no book in 
the New Testament that seems to be speaking to non-Christians. Is 
there a book in the New Testament that speaks to non-Christians? 
You don’t even have a book in the New Testament that is written for 
non-Christians. The apostle Paul had not written a book called, “A 
book addressed to all non-Christians”, or a book similar to one 
written in the last couple of hundred years called, “An alarm to the 
unconverted.” No book in the Bible is addressed to non-Christians. 
Every book speaks to Christians. Every book is warning the 
Christians of how to live so as to glorify God and what will happen if 
they don’t. Therefore every reference to the Judgment is primarily a 
reference to Christians because all the books in the Bible are 
speaking to the covenant people of God in the Old Testament, or to 
Christians, the covenant people of God in the New Testament.  
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Genuineness of every Christian is the key to world 
evangelism 
Now you will say, “Is it because the Bible is not interested in non-
Christians?” Not at all! Why is there this stress on genuineness? 
Because the stress on genuineness is the key to world evangelism 
which is something the church has not understood. They want to 
rush out and send missionaries here and there and do this and that, 
but the point of the Lord Jesus’ teaching is this: If every Christian 
were genuine, the gospel will reach out with power throughout the 
world.  

You don’t need any missionary gimmicks. You don’t need mobiliza-
tion of this and that. When the church functions as it ought to 
function, when you and I function as we ought to function, the power 
that God is able to exercise through you and me will be just amazing! 
That is why the more I study it, the more I begin to understand that 
the Lord Jesus is saying to every one of us, “If only you would be the 
kind of disciple you ought to be, I would be able to reach out through 
you to all these people round about. You would have an effect like 
light in darkness, like salt permeating everything it contacts.” I hope 
you can understand it.  

I have many times been thrilled at the very power of the life of Christ 
by simply being what I am by the grace of God. Whether it is in this 
or that place, I could simply be there, and something seems to 
happen without my saying anything. I am sure this is not because of 
my personality. I don’t think I have a particularly exceptional 
personality. But just by being there, the salt is already permeating 
everything in the neighborhood. When I was being salt in a school 
for just six months, nothing was quite the same after that period of 
time. It seemed to affect the teaching staff and everyone in the school 
because I was salt. If you are salt, you affect everything. You shine 
into the darkness because you are light. To my surprise, three years 
after I left, they were still talking about the time I was teaching in 
that school. There is no glory to me because I know there is nothing 
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in me that is exceptional. It is what God has made me to be. If I stayed 
in the ship, it seemed to affect all the passengers. Did I go around 
preaching to everyone? I did not preach to anybody. In fact, they 
came to me to ask about the gospel. There is some kind of joy and 
power that works because God’s Holy Spirit is in us empowering us 
to live out the life of Christ.  

If we are what we should be, we will get the gospel to every creature 
in this generation. Hence the Lord Jesus stressed on genuineness, not 
on techniques, not on missionary strategies and all these endless 
conferences that they have today. They are forever sending me pam-
phlets from this and that organization throughout North America 
and the Far East. They say, “We’re going to have another missionary 
conference, we’re going to discuss missionary strategies, we’re 
going to talk about missionary funds and we’re going to put more 
money into this and that.” These organizations are ever sending me 
letters, and they are trying to raise thousands of dollars. So far, one 
of these organizations have only managed to send out about four or 
five missionaries, and do they need hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for this? I am getting tired of all this! Let these people first live like 
Christians. Let us love one another in the way Christians ought to 
love one another, then we don’t need to worry about strategy and 
missionary finances. The power of the gospel will go forth and do its 
job. In our church alone, how many have we sent out? Did we make 
publicity to ask for money? No, the brothers and sisters simply went 
forth to serve God, to do the job that he has called them to do. This is 
remarkable, isn’t it? Now you can see why the Lord Jesus warns us 
that the judgment for Christians will be a judgment of genuineness. 
When we do this, we shall accomplish the task.  

Hence when you look into the New Testament, which book of the 
New Testament would you give to a non-Christian to read? Is there 
any particular book written for non-Christians? Every one is ad-
dressed to the Christian community, even the letter to the Hebrews! 
Or shall we say the book of Acts, was that written for non-Christians? 
The book of Acts opens with Luke addressing the book to one person 
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called Theophilus. The very name “Theophilus” means someone 
who loves God, a friend of God, theos meaning God, and phileo mean-
ing to love. So we find nothing for non-Christians in any of these 
books. The Word of God is constantly addressing us as God’s people.  

Will non-Christians be judged?  
Seeing that it is Christians who will be judged first, then will non-
Christians not be judged? Of course they will be judged too, but are 
they judged at the same time as Christians or at a different time? Is 
there only one great Judgment by which Christians and non-
Christians will be judged? Or will there be more than one Judgment? 
The Lord Jesus has much to say on this point.  

Let us turn for a moment to Mathew 13:39-40, where we can see 
some very striking things. This is the Parable of the Wheat and the 
Weeds (or Tares, or Darnel). This is what the Lord Jesus says, but we 
have to read from verses 37-43 to get the context. The Lord Jesus 
explains the Parable of the Tares: 

He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the 
kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy 
who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, 
and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and 
burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. The Son of 
Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom 
all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the 
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
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At Jesus’ Coming, “Christians” will be thrown out of 
his kingdom! 
Notice a number of things here. When will the Judgment take place? 
It will be at the “close of the age.” When will the “close of the age” 
take place? When the Son of Man comes again. So this Judgment will 
take place at the close of the age, at the Coming of the Son of Man. 
Who will be judged? I would like you to notice very, very carefully 
verse 41:  

“The Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out of 
his kingdom all causes of sin and evildoers.”  

These evildoers are not in the world but they are to be gathered out 
of his kingdom. Did you notice those words? Look very carefully, 
who are in his kingdom? You have to be a disciple, a Christian to be 
in his kingdom. Yet these evildoers who will be judged at the end of 
this age, at the Coming of the Lord, are the ones who are in his king-
dom because you cannot gather them out of his kingdom unless they 
are first in his kingdom. What striking words!  

How do you get into God’s kingdom? There is only one way to get 
into his kingdom, which is in John 3:5,  

“Except a man is born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.”  

Am I reading my Bible correctly here? You cannot enter into his 
kingdom unless you are baptized (“born of water”), and unless the 
Holy Spirit works in your life to transform you (“born of the Spirit”). 
That is the only way you get into the kingdom. No man can enter into 
the kingdom except through regeneration.  

Yet not all those who have entered into the kingdom are the ones 
who will be found acceptable by the Lord. This teaching is really 
hard to take, isn’t it? Did I say that? You read the Scripture for 
yourself, and I beg of you to tell me if I have misread the Scriptures, 
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or perhaps my glasses are blurry. What does it say in Matthew 
13:41?  

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of 
his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers (or “evil 
doers”). 

How did they get into God’s kingdom? The Lord Jesus told us in John 
3:3,5 what is the only way to get in. John 3:3 says that without being 
born again you cannot even see God’s kingdom let alone enter it. But 
these people have not only seen but entered his kingdom. Both 
Matthew 13:41 and John 3:5 are the Lord’s teaching. Little wonder 
that Christians feel so uncomfortable with his teaching. Little 
wonder they think they can find their comfort with Paul!  

Here we are told that it is these “born again people” who are going 
to be judged by the Lord Jesus at the close of the age. It is these “born 
again people”, or people who like to assure themselves that there 
will be no judgment, and some of these same people will be des-
cribed as “evildoers,” as “stumbling blocks.” If I am mistaken, I would 
most gladly wish to be corrected. Now they may not think they are 
evildoers, but the Lord Jesus will consider them evildoers. That is the 
world of difference! What does Matthew 7:21 say? They will come to 
the Lord Jesus saying, “Lord, Lord, did we not cast out demons and 
do mighty works in your name?” And the Lord said to these people, 
“Depart from me, you evildoers!” Were these people not born again? 
How did they function by the power of God?  

There is some element in the Lord’s teaching that so many Christians 
want to run away from. They don’t want to listen to this. Therefore 
the Lord Jesus says, he who has ears let him hear what I am saying. 
Don’t comfort yourself by saying that you are my disciple. Don’t say 
that “I am in the kingdom of God.” Maybe you are truly in the 
kingdom of God, I didn’t say any of this teaching. Look at it! As I say, 
if anyone can see anything wrong in what I have said, I earnestly 
desire to be corrected. Matthew 13:41 says plainly, “out of his 



17 
 

kingdom,” with no need for any kind of interpretation, and Matthew 
7:21 tells us we have no relation to him. This is as plain as it is about 
the Judgment. It is the Judgment of genuineness, I beg of you to 
understand it. And the Judgment that the Lord Jesus wants to talk 
about primarily almost everywhere is the Judgment of Christians. 

There are 2 Judgments: first for Christians, second 
for non-Christians  
Now what happens to the non-Christians? Is there only one 
Judgment or two? As I study the Scriptures, there appears to be two 
Judgments: the first is for Christians, the second for non-Christians. 
How do we come to this conclusion? The Lord Jesus speaks about 
the Judgment of clearing out the evildoers from his kingdom in 
Matthew 13, that is, the Judgment that is at the close of the age when 
he comes again. Where is the reference to the second Judgment? The 
reference to that is in Revelation 20:11, what is called the Great 
White Throne Judgment. This Judgment is not immediately at the 
close of the age, but quite some time later after the 1,000 years that 
we read about.  

In Revelation Chapter 20:4-5, you will see that there is the first 
resurrection and a later resurrection. Then verses 6-7 also speak 
about the 1,000 years. So the first resurrection takes place before 
the 1,000 years, that is, at the Coming of the Lord Jesus, which is also 
the close of the age. That was the Judgment we were looking at and 
the one that the Lord Jesus stresses.  

Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom 
the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for 
the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or 
its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or 
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until 
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the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 
(Rev. 20:4-5) 
Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! 
Over such the second death has no power, but they will be 
priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a 
thousand years. And when the thousand years are ended, Satan 
will be released from his prison (Rev. 20:6-7) 

After the 1,000 years, verses 11-15 refer to the great white throne 
Judgment: 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 
From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was 
found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book 
was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged 
by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were 
judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not 
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire. 

If you look at these passages, you see quite clearly that the Scripture 
speaks of two Judgments, one at the close of the age, and another one 
after the millennium, the 1,000 years. That will be the judgment of 
the remainder of the people who will be raised later to face the 
Judgment. This being the case, it becomes very clear to us that as 
Christians, we are the first to be judged by our works, as we are told 
twice in Revelation 20:12-13. We will stand before Christ’s judgment 
seat and then there will be the 1,000 years. 
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The “millennium” (1,000 years) is to be taken 
literally 
Let me say something about these 1,000 years. Just this past week, I 
was reading the message of a well-known evangelical preacher who 
preached within the last generation, and I will not mention his name 
because I am not trying to attack his person. He died around the 
1940’s or 1950. He argued that the millennium, the 1,000 years in 
Revelation Chapter 20 is not to be understood literally, and the 
reason provided is because Revelation Chapter 20 is the only place 
in the Bible where the 1,000 years is mentioned. He argues 
eloquently, “Do you find it in Matthew? Do you find it in Mark? Do 
you find it in Luke? Do you find it in John? In Acts? No! So it is only 
in Revelation, and only in Revelation Chapter 20. Therefore it is not 
to be taken literally!” Is a thing not to be taken literally because it is 
only mentioned in one chapter? What kind of reasoning is this? What 
utter nonsense is this! 

In the Old Testament, which was the only Bible in the Early Church, 
the resurrection is referred to only once in Daniel 12:2, is that reason 
for it not to be taken literally? That is absolute nonsense! 
Resurrection is the most vital truth in Scripture, and it is certainly 
something that is very much understood literally.  

“Amillennialism” is utterly unacceptable 
There is the teaching called “Amillennialism” that means there is no 
millennium, that is, the 1,000 years is to be understood in some sort 
of a spiritual sense, although that spiritual sense is not always 
clearly defined. this kind of reasoning and teaching is utterly 
unacceptable.  

There is no doubt whatsoever that Scripture speaks of 1,000 years. 
I may not be able to explain why there should be 1,000 years, but 
that seems to be sufficient in God’s plan. We see a certain pattern 
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here, as many people noticed. The days before the Flood was 
something like 2,000 years, and adding another 2,000 years from 
Abraham to the Coming of the Lord Jesus, and another 2,000 years 
from the Coming of the Lord Jesus to his Coming again, make 6,000 
years. So the millennium makes it a cycle of 7,000 years in God’s plan 
of salvation. That seems to fit very perfectly in the patterns of 7 that 
you see in the Revelation. Whatever the spiritual sense may be, there 
is certainly no reason whatever to deny the 1,000 years are literally 
1,000 years, just because it is taught only in Revelation Chapter 20.  

By the way, Daniel 12:2 is reflected in our very passage that we are 
looking at today in the last verse. In Matthew 25:46,  

“And they will go away into eternal punishment. But the 
righteous into eternal life.”  

This is a direct reflection of Daniel 12:2,  

“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.”  

Not all non-Christians will be condemned to hell at 
the second Judgment 
Let us look at one last thing before we close. We have seen time and 
again as it says here, that the Judgment will be based upon works – 
what a person has done or what he has not done. The doing is what 
will be judged. Notice very carefully in Revelation 20:11-15, the non-
Christian is judged by what he has done. 

At the Judgment, we will be carefully assessed by what we have 
done. All sin is sin, but not all sins are equally of the same serious-
ness. You may steal five dollars and that is sin. If you steal five 
thousand dollars that is also sin. And if you steal five hundred 
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thousand dollars, that is also sin. You can say that although stealing 
five dollars or five hundred thousand dollars are both sin, they don’t 
have the same level of seriousness, therefore the punishment will 
not be quite the same.  

Many factors will be taken into account in the judgment of non-
Christians. The good deeds that they have done will be taken into 
account, but most importantly, the question will be whether they 
heard the gospel and rejected it, or they never heard the gospel. 
Clearly, the people who heard the gospel and rejected it will be 
judged far more severely than those who never had the chance to 
hear the gospel.  

The Jews will certainly be judged by a much higher standard, the 
standard of the Law because “to whom much is given, much is 
required” (Lk. 12:48). The non-Christian, the Gentile will be judged 
at a lower standard, as he has not had all this long history of spiritual 
teaching that the Jews had. He will be judged by the law of 
conscience as Romans 2:13-16 tell us.  

For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, 
but the doers of the law who will be justified. For when Gentiles, 
who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, 
they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the 
law. They show that the work of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their 
conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that day 
when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by 
Christ Jesus.  

It must not be assumed that the people who stand in judgment at the 
second Judgment will all be condemned to hell. That will be a very 
incorrect conclusion. Even Revelation Chapter 20 explains to us that 
it will be examined whether or not they are in the Book of Life. That 
is surprising. It would appear that some of them, despite their never 
having heard the gospel, might yet avoid being condemned to the 
lake of fire.  
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As far as the Judgment is concerned, God does not desire any person 
to perish. If we ask: What will happen to all the Chinese people who 
have never heard the gospel? Or if we ask: What will happen to all 
the people in every nation who never heard the gospel? We must 
understand one thing: God does not desire any person to perish. Or 
as in the words of the Old Testament, he has no pleasure in the death 
of anyone (Eze.18:32). God does not want to condemn anyone. You 
can say that God will gladly forgive anyone if there is one slight 
possibility of forgiving him. No one will be condemned without a 
very fair trial. Justice will be done. So let us see this fact clearly, that 
not all who are at the second Judgment will be condemned to hell.  

The same is true of the first Judgment, that not all who will be in the 
first Judgment will be saved. Not all in the second Judgment will be 
lost. That is the point I want you to bear in mind.  

The first Judgment of disciples is based on what you 
did not do – love  
We saw that whereas the Judgment of the non-Christian is based on 
what he did, the Judgment of disciples will be based on what he did 
not do. What do we mean by this? You will see this very clearly in 
Matthew 25. The wicked person is judged not because of some evil 
that he did, but because he did not do anything. Isn’t it striking? The 
servant who is described as the “wicked servant” did not do anything 
bad, he simply buried that one talent in the ground, and when the 
master came, he returned the one talent. His crime was not because 
he did something bad but because he did nothing. I think that many 
Christians will find themselves in trouble with the Lord Jesus on that 
Day not because they did something bad, but because they did 
nothing. That is the point.  

What is the condemnation of the goats? Did they murder? Did they 
steal money? Did they commit fornication? No! That kind of charge 
was not laid against them. But the Lord Jesus said, “Inasmuch as you 
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did not do anything good to one of the least of my brethren, you did 
not do it to me.” The charge was not that they did something bad. 
The charge was that they failed to do something good.  

There is the vital distinction between the first and second Judgment. 
The first Judgment has a higher standard, and you don’t escape 
simply by saying, “I didn’t do anything bad.” That is not the point. It 
is essential to grasp that you will not be acquitted if you didn’t do 
anything bad, but you will be condemned if you failed to do what 
is good. How does your life measure up to that? This is the striking 
thing about the Lord Jesus’ teaching on the Judgment. Many times, I 
have heard people say, “I didn’t do anything bad.” That doesn’t help 
you. The standard by which every Christian will be judged is: Did 
you show forth the love to which you have been called? Make sure 
that you have something to show on that Day.  

Let us be quiet before God in prayer. 
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