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Today, we turn to the Word of God in Luke 22:31-34.

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he
might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your
faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen
your brothers.” Peter said to him, “Lord, | am ready to go with
you both to prison and to death.” Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the



rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that
you know me.”

This passage, the parallel of Matthew 26:30-35, is exceedingly im-
portant. It contains some of the most important spiritual principles
that we need to learn if we are ever going to survive, not to say to
grow in the spiritual life.

Jesus warns Simon not to be confident in his total
commitment

There is no connecting particle, namely a “therefore” or “and” in
verse 31, to link to the previous verse, it shows that the Lord Jesus is
going to make a separate point in verse 31.

In this verse, we read the words, “Simon, Simon,” a double “Simon”
stresses the gravity of what the Lord Jesus is about to say to the
apostle Peter, Simon concerning Simon. And it is very much like Luke
13:34 when he says, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem.” There he repeats
Jerusalem twice when he is about to tell them that Jerusalem is
finished. Your house is left desolate. So we recognize that when the
Lord repeats his words, it means he’s going to say something very,
very serious.

Simon’s spiritual survival is at stake, in spite of the fact that he is a
totally committed man who meant his words, “Lord, [ am prepared
to follow you to prison and to death. I will follow you to the end in
absolute loyalty.” Therefore, don’t be too confident even in your total
commitment. Satan was not going to let him go simply because he
was totally committed. This is the point I would like you to under-
stand. Even the totally committed have difficulty surviving, what
would happen to the non-committed? They don’t stand the slightest
chance!



The Lord Jesus knew Peter’s commitment better than he did, and
said, “No, Peter, your commitment is not as strong as that. I know
you sincerely believe that it is total, but it’s not that strong. When
you have denied me three times, you will hear the cock crowing, and
you will remember what [ said to you. Your confidence in your
commitment is not well-founded, Peter.” We must bear in mind that
we may fool ourselves thinking we are totally committed, but when
our commitment is put to the test, it fails.

Out of the first 12 who spoke to me about joining the Training Team,
only 5 turned up. That doesn’t surprise me in the least. Joining the
training is an attractive idea when it is still one year away. But as the
training start date looms near, and our commitment is about to be
put to the test, all the implications of being in the Training Team
become clearer and clearer, and suddenly, they took fright. “I'm not
ready to face this yet.”

That is what happened to Peter, who said, “Lord, I will follow you to
prison and to death.” He was not even within sight of a prison or
death yet, when all he met was a servant woman, and his whole
commitment collapsed! Only this servant woman said, “Hey! Didn’t |
see you with Jesus?” Then Peter said, “Who’s Jesus? I never heard of
him. Who are you talking about?” Suddenly, all these words, “Lord, |
will follow you to prison and to death” vanished as quickly as a tuft
of smoke. Did he deceive himself? Not intentionally. He really
believed his commitment to be genuine. And we have no reason to
doubt what he believed except it could not stand the test of reality.

[ don’t doubt that some of you consider your commitment to be total
and complete. I don’t doubt your sincerity and genuineness. I won-
der though whether the Lord Jesus will say to you, “Before the cock
crows, you will have denied me three times this very day”? If we are
so totally committed, why do we find it so embarrassing to say grace
in the canteen? How “total” can we get? Let’s not talk about big
things, we hardly dare to confess him by an act of prayer!



Satan demanded from God all of Jesus’ disciples to
sift them like wheat

You need to understand this principle in spiritual life: “Behold, Satan
demanded or persistently asked for you.” and “you” here is plural, not
Peter alone. The Revised Standard Version tells you the “you” is
plural here because English is a little defective in the sense that you
don’t know whether “you” is singular or plural. And the second “you”
in “that he might sift you,” is also plural. Satan did not just ask for
Peter. He wanted all these disciples so that he could sift them like
wheat. This means you put wheat in a sifter, shake it back and forth,
throw it up into the air, beat it and shake it again. Satan wants to
really get to work on these disciples. He was also persistently
demanding to have the disciples. Who was he demanding? Satan was
asking God, “Do you think these people are committed to you? Please
put them in my little sifter, and when I have finished with them,
You'll see if they are committed to you after all.”

This is what the very book of Job is about. Job was such a good man,
a very pious man, a church-goer with a big Bible under his arm, all
the time saying, “Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise God! Amen! Amen!”
So Satan says to God, “This guy worships and follows you because
you keep increasing his flocks, you give him so many sons and
daughters. Just put him in my little sifter, and when I have finished
with him, you will see whether he still loves you or not.”

Satan has a very, very good point, and God had to concede his point.
And God said, “You have a point. Sift him and see what happens, but
you may not kill him.” And Satan goes to work on Job, and he really
does a thorough job of sifting; nothing is left unturned. Everything
collapses, even his marriage.

His wife says, “Curse God and die! What'’s the use of worshipping a
God like this? You worship him when he is good to you, but when
he’s not good to you, forget him. Curse him in the face!”



Truly, Job could have said, “God, what did you do to me? My oxen,
sheep, camels, my sons and daughters have died. My health is gone;
[ am covered in boils from head to foot. Even my marriage is gone. |
literally have nothing left except my life which is without health.” But
Job survived spiritually. He hung on. That was the totality of his
commitment. Notice, total commitment is nothing new to the New
Testament. It goes right back as far as you can go in the Old
Testament. Job is one of the earliest books of the Old Testament. He
stood when Satan was finished with him. And Satan got very tired of
this sifting business. He was pretty worn out. He was sifting and
sifting and Job was still hanging on, and he sifted some more and Job
is still there. And he sifts some more, and there is Job refusing to quit.

And that is exactly the same approach that Satan has here. “Satan
demanded to have you.” He wants to work on all of Jesus’ disciples,
and see if they are so good after all, following him to prison and to
death.

“Satan”, “Devil” means an adversary, accuser,
slanderer

“Satan” is a Hebrew word. It means your adversary in a court of law.
In court, there is a judge who judges and decides the case. And there
is the prosecutor or accuser, who is representing your enemy, and
he is going to bring his case against you. Also, your defense lawyer,
your “advocate” as he is called in the Bible, tries to cover you, plead
your case and win it. If your advocate loses the case, then the case
goes against you and you may be fined, imprisoned or sentenced to
death or other judgment, depending on what kind of crime or
lawbreaking you have done. You can say Satan is the prosecutor, the
accuser, the attacker. He accuses you of having committed this and
that sin. This point is most important to understand for the spiritual
life as I will try to explain to you in a moment.



The word “devil” is a transliteration of the Greek, diabolos, and it
again means an accuser or slanderer. The devil accuses you and
often, in the process of accusing, there is a tendency to exaggerate
your case and that becomes slander. That is what the prosecutor will
try to do, making you look much worse than you really are, weighing
the situation against you, and it becomes closer to slander.

God is the God of order, the God of the law

In the physical world there are laws which make everything possible
to function. For example, in physics you have the laws of physics, and
without these laws you would have chaos. If everything went in any
way it wanted to go, there would be destruction and death. The same
is true of laws in chemistry. Laws in every area keep things in order
and make life possible to function. Life is impossible to function and
collapses when there are no laws.

What many people don’t seem to realize is that the same is true in
the spiritual world. The spiritual world is governed by principles or
laws, whatever you would like to call them, and these principles and
laws cannot be violated with impunity. That is to say, if you violate
these laws, you will suffer the consequences as much as you will
suffer the consequences if you violate a physical law. For example, if
you violate the law of gravity when you step out of the third or fourth
floor window, that law of gravity will most certainly pull you down
to your destruction. So you realize that you cannot walk on air, not
right now at least. The point is, just as there are laws in every
physical situation, law also governs everything in the spiritual and
moral world. Therefore, breach of law would bring on severe
consequences.

Now God is the God of order, Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 14:33. It
is simply another word meaning that there is law. We use the words
“law and order” together because you don’t have one without the
other. These two always go together. Therefore, the Old Testament



speaks about law as the very foundation of love. God is the God of
love but he is the God of justice, the God of holiness. And thanks be
to God that he is that because the law of justice is the foundation of
love. Love and spiritual life would not be able to function without
law.

“Christ is the end of the law” means Christ is the goal
of the law

When Paul says “Christ is the end of the law” which is the verse that
many preachers use, but he does not mean “end” in the sense that it
is finished. So when the preachers say that Christ abolished the law,
they obviously don’t understand the law. The Greek word “end”
means completed, the idea of fulfillment. The law is fulfilled in Christ.
He is the goal of the law. He made it very plain in the Sermon on the
Mount: “Don’t suppose [ came to abolish the law, [ came to fulfill it.”
Nowhere in the New Testament is any suggestion that the law is
abolished. You can remove the ceremonial law because that only
governs the religious practice of the temple worship, but you cannot
abolish the moral law which is the very foundation of spiritual life.
That is why Paul says that we fulfill the law by loving. Under the New
Testament, love is the fulfillment of the law of the spiritual life we
are living. But law itself is very, very vast, and that vastness can in
no point be violated with impunity.

When you sin, you expose yourself to Satan’s power
of prosecution

When you realize that God is the God of justice, you will understand
why Satan can make his demand. Satan is much too smart for most
of us. Satan, like any good lawyer, especially when he is in a case of
prosecution, will use the law against his adversary. You have to
plead your case strictly on the basis of law. When that happens, you



must realize that Satan can use the truth against you. It is when he
uses the truth against you that you are in big trouble. I wish you
would understand this matter clearly. Satan doesn’t tell lies all the
time. He is exceedingly good at using the truth.

Take for example, the temptation. Satan can quote the Bible. He uses
the truth very effectively. He did not quote it wrongly as some people
allege. I have checked very carefully. Satan quoted the Scripture
very, very exactly, although out of context. He quoted the truth. The
words are absolutely right. Try to understand that if you commit a
sin and Satan has a case against you, his case is valid, and he will not
miss his chance to prosecute you, to accuse you. If you only
understood this, you will not dare to be careless with sin because
you will expose yourself to Satan’s power.

You must also understand that if Satan’s case is valid, God cannot
deny him. Let us say you stole some money. Satan has got you! He
will come before God and say, “God, here is a case. This person has
stolen money, and he calls himself a disciple of your Christ, and is
bound under the terms of your holy law! What is the penalty he must
suffer for stealing by your definition?” The case is true and God is
bound by the truth. God has to act. He cannot deny himself.

Christ had to die so that God may be both just as well as
Justifier

Failing to understand this principle, many people don’t understand
why God had to send the Lord Jesus to die. Why couldn’t God say to
you, “You repent do you? All right, I forgive you.” Why did Jesus have
to die? If God could forgive you without Jesus dying, do you think
God would have sent Jesus to die for the fun of it? This is too
ridiculous to comprehend! Jesus had to die because there was no
other way that God could be just. This is the whole point that Paul is
saying in Romans 3:26,



It was to show his (God’s) righteousness at the present time, so
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus.

To be just is law. To be the justifier is love. Only in this way could
love and justice be compatible. He cannot forgive you with the wave
of his hand.

Many Christians foolishly imagine, “When I say sorry, God will
forgive me just like that.” It cannot be just like that because there is
a penalty which Satan is going to demand for every sin. Notice this
word “demands.” He demands because he knows he has a legal right
and he is not going to pass up his legal right. Understand that every
time you are unfaithful to your commitment, Satan is going to get
you.

He will come before God and say, “This fellow professes to be
committed to you as a Christian. He professes to follow your Christ
as his disciple. Just look at his life! Is he living under your law
recognizing your Christ as Lord? Are his priorities right? He puts his
studies as his priority and he doesn’t worship you. He doesn’t turn
up to fellowship with your people.” Or, “He puts his business as his
priority so that when his business is good, he’s too busy to worship
you.” Or, “Look at his selfishness. He puts himself first all the time.”

You give Satan an awful lot of chance. Tell me, what is God going to
say? In terms of justice, you are in breach of the covenant, and every
time we fail on this, Satan is going to accuse us. We are told in
Revelation 12:10b that Satan is “the accuser of our brothers, who
accuses them day and night before our God.” He is pleading his case
against Christians day and night before God! And what do I do? I
don’t work half as hard as Satan. At least I don’t think I do. His “zeal”
you might say, for what he thinks to be justice terrifies me, because
it’s motivated by hatred! If you think that Satan spends a lot of time
in bed sleeping, then you’d best read that verse again: “Day and
night” Satan is pleading the case against you before God. He is not



going to let go even during the night. “God, do you see this fellow?
Do you see that fellow? These people are supposed to be Christians!
Look at them!”

Remember one thing very well, when Satan’s case is true, no matter
how any judge hates having to do it, he has to concede that Satan’s
case is true, and he has to put his verdict against you. There is no
alternative under the terms of justice. Punishment must follow.

This is where the importance of Jesus as our advocate appears. If you
don’t understand law, you don’t know what you are talking about
when you talk about love. No one can talk about love with any sense
of meaning until he understands law. If God doesn’t want to save us
and he lets us all perish, Jesus doesn’t have to die. But if he is going
to save us, even God cannot forgive with a wave of the hand because
he cannot deny himself; he cannot contradict his own nature which
is just and holy. And thanks be to God that he is just for we would
not have it any other way.

Only in the light of his justice can we appreciate how much he loves
us as to prepare for us a plan of salvation, sending his Christ to come
as “the Lamb of God” to take away the sins of mankind, to secure our
redemption. We can also appreciate how much Christ loves his
Father God and mankind as to be willing to bear the cost of his
horrific sacrificial death on the cross for our salvation.

Many Christians have a very vague concept of this matter. They still
think that because Jesus died for them, they can sin and God will
forgive them. He can sin some more and God will forgive them. They
don’t understand justice as Satan understands it. He has a case
against you every time you sin. And God is going to have to act upon
that case. [ beg of you to understand that God has no choice.
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What can we do then when we sin?

What can we do then when we sin? We have an advocate but even
the advocate can do nothing for you unless there are certain pre-
conditions.

1. Confess our sins to God and to all people who have been
affected

Let us read again in 1 John 2:1-2.

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole
world.

John understands the seriousness of sin, and he warns believers to
stay free from sin. But if we do sin, we have a defense lawyer, Jesus
Christ the righteous, who is the propitiation for our sins, who pleads
our case before Yahweh the Father, the Judge. The Lord Jesus’ death
is sufficient to cover the sins of the whole world, but does this mean
that the sins of the whole world are automatically covered? Of
course not! What has to be done? 1 John 1:9-10 tells us:

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Notice that even God your Judge, and Christ your advocate cannot
getyou forgiven if you don’t do your part first. If we confess our sins,
God will forgive us. He cannot forgive without the confession of sin.
Therefore, it is extremely important to understand confession.
Again, it is not understood today.
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First of all, confession is the expression of repentance. It's not
enough to just repent in your heart. Confession is with the mouth as
the Bible tells us in Romans 10:9. Many people think they just say
sorry in their hearts and that is good enough. No, there is no cheap
and easy forgiveness in the Bible because sin is very serious, and
forgiveness is a very serious matter. So when you repent, don’t just
say, “I repent in my heart and that’s good enough.” You have to
confess with your mouth. Now you can ask for forgiveness in your
heart, why do you have to confess with your mouth? You only
confess with your mouth when you are speaking to people. You don’t
necessarily have to speak aloud in prayer. This is precisely the point
in the Scripture. You need to confess to God, and you need to confess
to whoever has been affected by your sin, not necessarily only to the
person you sinned against. For in sinning against that person, you may
have stumbled other people so that your sin is not only against that
person but also against others. Therefore, your confession needs to
be made to the extent where whatever people have been affected.

As we have come to understand, the Christian life is not merely a
vertical relationship with God, there is a horizontal relationship.
There is no vertical relationship without the horizontal, and there is
no horizontal without the vertical. These are the two beams of the
cross that cannot be separated in our spiritual relationships. If [ have
stumbled someone or offended someone, I confess to that person,
but I also think, “Did my action against this brother or sister also
cause a spiritual decline in someone else?” Therefore, I confess to
that person as well my faults and failings and beg that person’s
forgiveness. Repenting in the heart is easy, but confessing that
repentance is difficult. If we confess, God will forgive.

2. Confess to our spiritual leaders who care for and intercede
for us

There is also another confession we often have to make and that is
to our spiritual leaders, as they have the responsibility for our souls
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as the under-shepherds of Christ, so they are accountable to God
(Heb. 13:17). Therefore it is also essential to confess to our spiritual
leaders since they have the care of our souls. They need to know our
problems in order to be able to care for and intercede for us. We will
see in a moment that their intercession could make all the difference
between our survival and our collapse. The prayer of a righteous
man avails much. A righteous man does not spend too much time
praying for himself, but his intercession could be vital to our survi-
val. That’'s why we have a church, a community to offer intercession
for one another. Even the apostle Paul pleads for the prayers of the
saints. He does not think that because he is an apostle, and he has all
the power from God, he does not need your prayers. Quite the
contrary, he understands the importance of intercession.

3. Make restitution

Confession itself may sometimes not be enough. In the case of having
stolen money, I cannot just confess the sin and call it a day. [ must
return the money that I stole. Even if it is going to cost me, even if |
don’t have that money, [ must find the means to repay that money. |
have to make restitution as part of the repentance.

Confess your sin or tie God’s hands to defend you against
Satan

Sinning is very serious because your survival is threatened, and it is
threatened because you have an enemy, a prosecutor, an accuser
that is determined to put you in his power. He can really get to work
on you and break you up. If you understood what is the work of
Satan, you are not going to underestimate his ability as well as what
he can really do with you. In the Bible, Satan is not only spoken of as
the accuser and prosecutor, but also tormentor and executioner, that
is, he carries out the penalty for sin. He is going to make sure he does
a good job on that too. He is going to torment you if you give him the
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slightest chance, if you don’t allow your advocate, your defense
lawyer, Jesus to defend you by conducting yourself in a manner that
you tie his hands.

Let me stress again, the fact that the advocate cannot defend your
case unless you conduct yourself in such a manner as to make his
defense possible. As you know, even in a worldly court of law, the
person being defended can actually dismiss his defense lawyer or
behave in such a way as to make the advocate’s work impossible.
That is what we often do in our foolishness: We fail to confess our
sin although we may be secretly or even genuinely repentant of it. If
we confess, we put the matter right.

Remember that Mark 6:4-5 tells us Jesus could do no mighty works
in Nazareth because of unbelief. Failure to confess is failure to obey,
and failure to obey is a failure of faith, it is unbelief. And when you do
that, you tie Christ’s hands to advocate for you, and you tie God’s
hands to forgive you. They cannot do anything for you.

Some of us who serve the Lord have often come to a situation in
which we find our hands tied. We want to help a person but we
cannot do it because his behavior and attitude prevent us from
providing the assistance we are eager to offer. There is nothing we
can do for him. I have time and again had to turn away sadly saying,
“There is nothing I can do, not unless there is a fundamental change
in his life.” The power is there but power is controlled by the law of
justice. In God’s system, you cannot ride power over justice. So
understand this well. God is almighty, but you can well tie his hands
for what he can do for you through your disobedience.

Satan torments by physically crippling a woman for 18 years

Here is an example of Satan as tormentor. In Luke 13:16, is the
woman who was physically bound by Satan, so she was physically
crippled for 18 years. She had been to many doctors but they
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couldn’t help her. They tried all their medical skills, but did not real-
ize that her problem was a spiritual one, that no medical skill could
ever help. Now this means that 18 years ago, this woman had done
something that caused her to come into Satan’s power, and Satan did
not miss his chance to do his work. He bound her these 18 years, and
the Lord Jesus set her free.

The apostle Paul

Another example of this is even the apostle Paul being tormented by
Satan as we read in 2 Corinthians 12:7. Even the mighty apostle Paul
was tormented by Satan because he also had a weakness as he
himself confesses. What was his weakness? Pride. A great tempta-
tion to any person with ability is pride. A strong person knows he is
strong. You can hardly lift the suitcase but he picks it up without
effort. He knows immediately he is strong. If you transfer that to the
intellectual realm, a person who is brilliant knows he is brilliant. He
immediately sees how much trouble you have to deal with a
problem, but how easy it is for him. You are trying to struggle with a
mathematical problem, whereas he takes one look and says, “Do you
spend half an hour on this? Here’s the answer!” And you will say,
“What have [ been doing for half an hour when this walking com-
puter is around here?” So he knows his ability, but as soon as you
know that, you are tempted with pride.

Paul was a very brilliant person as everyone knows, and he wrestled
with pride. And because of this, Satan came to God and said, “Look
at him in his pride! He has this weakness. He is trying to control it
but he’s not entirely successful. You can see into man’s heart. You
know his attitude. He’s proud, isn’t he?”

God will have to admit, “Yes, that’s true.”

“So, hand him over to me! I will go to work on him and give him some
lessons on humility.”
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What can God say but “Go to work”?

Paul understands this. He said, “Satan’s messenger buffeted me” [2
Cor. 12:7 NAS, KJV]. “Buffet” is a very interesting word which means
to hit with fist, to beat. You could just as well say, “Beat me up.”
Sometimes, [ don’t know why they use such interesting, out-of-the-
way words like “buffet” which sounds more like the wind blowing.
Satan finds a case in Paul. Which of us can’t he find a case against? If
God let him have his way entirely, and if I did not plead for the mercy
of the advocate, and make it ever possible for my advocate to do
everything in my defense, I suppose [ would have already been put
into the grinder and turned out like minced meat. I think he would
have finished me off a long, long time ago.

Satan was to physically execute the man who committed
incest

That is why it’s so important for our survival that we have the right
attitude, so that our advocate can do everything on our behalf to
plead our case, to defend us, to intercede for us. Please, | urge you,
this is absolutely vital to understand. If you don’t understand that,
then understand this well: Satan can be your executioner too! He can
execute you both physically as well as spiritually. You will find
reference to physical execution in 1 Corinthians 5:5 - “I deliver this
man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh.” To be destroyed physi-
cally means death. As justice demands under the moral law, this man
had sinned in such a way that he must pay the death penalty for it.
There is no alternative. Who carries out the execution? Satan. Those
are the facts although you may not like them. Anyone who under-
stands justice—as most Christians don’t seem to—will not find 1
Corinthians 5:5 very astonishing. If you were wise, you would plead
for forgiveness in a hurry and confess your sin. And ask the church
to administer discipline unless you prefer Satan to administer it.
Satan is a terrible foe and he will administer justice.
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Church discipline is an act of love to save you from Satan!

Most Christians again foolishly fail to understand that church disci-
pline is an act of mercy to keep you out of Satan’s hands because
remember, if he has a case against you, he will see to it that it is
carried out. God will have to let him carry out his torment and execu-
tion because God has no alternative under the terms of justice. If only
you would understand! Yet people talk out of ignorance when they
say, “Oh, the church is so severe!” Discipline is an act of love to save
you from something far worse. When will the church ever under-
stand?

If Satan does not execute you physically, he can execute you
spiritually. That is exactly what he did with Judas. He finished Judas
off not only physically but also spiritually. He can do such a thorough
job on you, that for Judas, the best thing was to hang himself. Satan
is going to so work on you that you will prefer to be dead rather than
be alive. Why didn’t Judas repent? Why didn’t he plead for the mer-
cies of God? No, he went on his own stubborn way until Satan got full
control of him. One of the most spine-chilling words in the Bible is in
fact in this same chapter, Luke 22:3, “Satan entered into Judas.” That
was the end of Judas. When Satan gets into him on his own consent,
there is no way he is going to get out again. That is the end of the
story. Understand this well.

Satan is in heaven, in God’s court of justice

Understand also another thing. When you read Job 1:6, you will
recognize that Satan is in heaven. Does that surprise you? Not if you
know your Bible well enough. You may say, “What is Satan doing in
heaven?” Satan is there in God’s court of justice in heaven. You
always thought that only saints get to heaven, but no, Satan is in
heaven.

The Bible doesn’t speak about going to heaven when you die, it says
you enter into eternal life which is a different story. Christians who
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talk about going to heaven don’t seem to understand what the Bible
teaches either. We don’t go to heaven when we die; we enter into
eternal life, which is not the same thing. Heaven is a place that is open
even to Satan. Satan is there too, pleading his case against the saints.

Let us read a passage in Revelation 12:7-10:

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting
against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back,
but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them
in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient
serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the
whole world--he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels
were thrown down with him. And I heard a loud voice in
heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come,
for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who
accuses them day and night before our God.”

Notice a number of points very briefly in this passage.

1. Satan is in heaven up until the Coming of Christ in God’s
kingdom

Notice first of all, that “the dragon,” “Satan” (in Hebrew) is in heaven
up to this point in Revelation 12:8. He, “the devil” (in Greek), the
deceiver of the whole world is thrown out of heaven only imme-
diately before the coming of Christ in God’s kingdom, which is in the
future. In other words, at this very moment that we are talking here,
Satan is in heaven, in God’s supreme court, pleading his case against
you and me, and he is going to be there pleading day and night,
demanding to have us: “Look, this fellow commits sin! You've got to
hand him to me! Look at that fellow! Put him in my hands! He
deserves what he’s going to get!”
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You might often conduct yourself in such a way that God has to say
to Satan, “All right, he’s yours” up to this point or up to that point,
depending on the measure of your sin. If your sin is serious, you put
yourself far more into his power. If your sin is not so serious, you
might be put less into his power. No matter how little or how much,
he will see to it that he leaves his teeth marks into you. Therefore, it
is simply a failure to understand that these legal proceedings are
going on day and night because God’s justice is going on all the time.
God never closes down court and says, “I've got to go to sleep now,
so for 12 or 15 hours there’s going to be no court session.” Man has
to go to sleep but the eternal processes of justice are going on day
after day after day until God’s kingdom is established on earth by
Christ.

Just by way of comment, from the words of the Lord Jesus in Luke
10:18, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning,” some people
foolishly imagine it means that Satan was thrown out of heaven
some time when the Lord Jesus was speaking. This is not the case at
all! What we have in Luke 10:18 is a prophetic vision. A prophetic
vision is always looking into the future but using a past tense, as
anyone who reads the Old Testament prophecy will know. The
prophet speaks in the past tense of something that is virtually going
to happen in the future, because prophecy is as sure as though it is
already accomplished. That is why Peter said, “the sure Word of
prophecy” in 2 Peter 1:19.

2. Satan might be prosecuting you in the court in heaven at
this moment

Let me remind you one more time, Satan is in court in heaven, and
at this very moment, he might just be pleading the case against you.
If you don’t know how to fear and tremble, as the apostle Paul
worked out his salvation in fear and trembling, then you don’t
understand the situation, as most Christians don’t. I have often
asked Christians why does Paul work out his salvation in fear and
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trembling, and they couldn’t answer me. They don’t understand the
legal proceedings are going on. Just think of it, and don’t make the
task of your advocate impossible by failing to conduct yourself in a
manner that makes it possible for him to defend you. Every time you
sin, no matter how small is your sin, Satan will not miss it. He puts it
all in his computer: this fellow and all his sins, that fellow and all his
sins. He is very efficient. He has a whole battery of lawyers and he is
the big boss. “Prosecute this fellow! Get on with that one!” The court
up there is very busy!

[ think the Lord Jesus is exceedingly busy, having a terribly hard time
to try to keep us out of trouble. But we are so unbelievably foolish! I
think he is saying, “How I wish and wish those people would
understand what they are doing! | have redeemed them, [ am trying
to defend them, and they are making my work impossible!”

[ put this teaching that the Lord Jesus gives us in our passage today
before you. I beg of you to understand that unless you live by God'’s
grace, with a truly open attitude, a pure heart, a genuine commit-
ment, so that you test yourself very honestly, and don’t deceive
yourself, your spiritual survival will be at stake at every moment.
Luther understood this well when he said we cannot stand against
Satan. We cannot, unless we are strengthened by the power of God,
and by the example of the Lord Jesus.

3. We will not survive were it not for the Lord Jesus’
intercession

The Lord Jesus was already working as an advocate on earth even
before getting to heaven: “I have prayed for you, Peter. I have
interceded for you that your faith will not fail.” Satan wanted to get
all of these disciples, yet why did the Lord Jesus intercede only for
Peter? He knew that only Peter would actually face the test. He was
the only one who was going to openly deny the Lord Jesus.
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What a wonderful intercessor! He knows our weaknesses. He knows
us better than we know ourselves. He knows what is going to happen
to us and he pleads for us. I thank God for this wonderful thought!
Salvation was not only in the past at Calvary. Do you realize that your
salvation is being worked out every moment right now? The Lord
Jesus is pleading for you every moment for your survival in the
courts of justice. We will not survive if the Lord Jesus doesn’t
intercede for us!

Now we can understand what Paul is saying in Romans 5:10,

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall
we be saved by his life.

We are justified by his death, and we are saved by his life. It is his
example of life—of total commitment to God, to do all the will of
God—which he set for us to follow that saves us. As well, it is his
living for us now, interceding for us, encouraging and upholding us,
that saves us. Our salvation depends on his life, not only on his death
as some people think. Salvation is an ongoing process. We can be
saved when we depend on Yahweh God’s power and intercession
every moment as in Romans 8:26,

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.

As well, we have Christ Jesus’ intercession every moment. This is
summed up by the precious words in Hebrews 7:25,

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who
draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make
intercession for them.

Why can we be saved? The reason is we have Jesus Christ the High
Priest, who ever lives to make intercession for us. Do you know that
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your salvation therefore depends on their intercession and not
merely on the Lord Jesus’ death? No one has ever worked so hard for
our salvation. And none of us have ever been so wise as not to
threaten that salvation almost every moment by our stupidity. If
only you could have one glimpse into those heavenly courts to see
what goes on there, you would understand why we have to fear and
tremble.

5. No individualism: Not to pray for one another is sin

Finally, not only does Yahweh God and Christ Jesus intercede for us,
but we must also all be interceding for one another for our survival.
That is why Paul said, “Pray for me. There is so much opposition
from the Enemy. Satan is not only fighting me in the courts up there,
he is fighting me down here. Pray for me every moment.” That is
what we have a church for.

But what do I see in the church? I see individualism. You do your
own thing. You argue your own thing. You think your own thoughts.
You don’t care what the other person does. You are not even
concerned about him. You don’t even know what his problem is. And
do you want to survive? No cell in the body can live by itself. If I cut
this finger off, it will die. Why does itlive? It's because it is supported
by the whole body. Every part of the body is functioning to keep this
finger and every other part of the body alive. We depend on one
another. Don’t we understand this? I need your prayers and you may
need mine too. We need to intercede for one another!

Samuel prayed for Israel

Speaking to the Israelites in 1 Samuel 12:23, Samuel said, “Far be it
from me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for
you.” Not to pray for one another is sin! How can you say that this is
your brother and your sister and you don’t pray for him? What kind
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of brother is this? Do you have no responsibility for him? Can you
say, “I love him but I don’t pray for him”?

I confess to you publicly, I have failed here and I ask your forgiveness
and I ask for God’s forgiveness. I have not prayed for you all as I
ought to have done. This is why I constantly confess there are so
many things [ should have done that I haven’t done. I have not
prayed sufficiently. Sometimes, I fail altogether to pray for some in
the church, and may God have mercy on me because I know Satan is
going to say, “Look at this fellow who calls himself a pastor! He’s so
good at talking but he doesn’t pray for those you have entrusted into
his hands! Let me go to work on him!” He has already been working
on me quite a bit. If he does much more, I might actually go into the
mincer again! That is why I am pleading with the advocate, “Please,
please help me.” So I need your prayers too. And if you do forgive
me, do remember me also in prayer.

Moses prayed for Israel

Another case is in Exodus 17:11-13. In the battle between Israel led
by Joshua and Amalek and his people, Israel would win as Moses
lifted up his hands in prayer. But when his arms got tired and were
coming down, the tide started to go against Israel. So he had to put
his arms up again, but he was getting so tired! Eventually, they put a
stone for him to sit on, and Aaron would hold one arm up, and Hur
would hold up the other, so that he could continue praying, because
in the Old Testament, particularly the saints prayed with uplifted
arms. Sometimes, it is good to lift up your hands as a physical gesture
of prayer to indicate that you are open to God and committing
yourself to him.
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It’s necessary to get to know each other’s problems

Let us realize that we need each other. If we say we care for one
another, let us show it in prayer. You cannot intercede for people
when you don’t even know what their problem is. You must not pray
superficially, “God bless this brother and bless that sister.” If you are
really going to function in God’s church, the body of Christ, it is
necessary to get to know each other’s problems.

Be willing to share your problems

The second step is you need to be willing to tell other people what
your problems are. How are they going to pray for you when they
don’t know what your problem is? Share it. That is why we share our
problems at prayer time. Don’t be afraid to tell the church, “Please
pray for me because I've got this problem or I have this need.”

Find a prayer partner

Sometimes, when you find difficulty praying alone, you will find it
easier to pray with someone else, or pray with 2 or 3 together (Mt.
18:19).

Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.”

You will find renewed strength and a renewed commitment to one
another as you gather as Jesus’ disciples to pray to our God and
Father Yahweh. He hears and blesses your prayers.

Let us be quiet before God in prayer.
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